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ADVERTISEMENT. 


As  the  name  of  Dr.  McGregor  was  men- 
tioned in  my  Letter  to  the  Commiffioners  of 
Military  Enquiry,  and  as  doubts  may  arife 
whether  Dr.  M‘Grigor,  whofe  name  occurs 
frequently  in  my  prefent  publication,  be  the 
fame  individual,  I think  it  necelTary  to  obviate 
fuch  doubts,  by  ftating  that  I formerly  fpelt 
the  name  as  I found  it  fpelt  by  hiinfelf  in  a 
volume  of  which  he  was  the  author,  and 
which  was  publilhed  in  the  year  1804,  under 
the  title  of  “ Medical  Sketches,  &c.  con- 
cluding that,  as  children  are  commonly  taught 
the  orthography  of  their  own  names,  foon 
after  they  begin  to  read  and  write,  the  author 
of  a medical  work  could  not  have  been  de- 
ficient in  the  earlieft  part  of  childifh  learning; 


VI 


and  therefore  that  the  fubftitution  of  the 
vowel  i for  the  vowel  e which  I found  in  that 
author’s  name,  as  printed  in  the  Fifth  Report 
of  the  Coitimiffioners  of  Military  Enquiry, 
mud  have  been  an  error  of  the  prefs,  or  of 
the  Secretary  to  the  Commiflioners.  It  ap- 
pears, however,  that  I have  erred  in  this 
conclufion,  and  that  Dr.  M‘Grigor  had  not 
in  the  year  1804,  learned,  or  decided  upon, 
what  he  now  employs  as  the  orthography  of 
his  name,  which  I have  for  this  time  adopted, 
hoping  that  he  will  henceforth  adhere  to  it, 
and  that  I may  not  have  any  thing  more  to 
learn  or  unlearn  on  this  fubje6l. 

In  the  fame  Letter  I conne^ed  the  title 
of  Do8:or  to  the  name  of  Borland  ; but  as  the 
diftindion  of  Mr»  will  be  found  in  conjunc- 
tion with  that  name,  in  this  publication, 
and  as  doubts  may  arife  whether  one  and  the 
fame  perfon  be  meant  in  both  publications,  I 
think  it  proper  to  remove  fuch  doubts  by 
an  affirmative  declaration ; and  to  date  that  my 
reafons  for  now  withholding  the  title  of  Do6lor 
from  him  may  be  found  at  p.  81  of  this  work. 
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I have  divided  the  following  pages  into  two 
parts,  placing  my  anfwer  to  Dr,  M^Grigor’s 
Letter  in  the  fir  ft,  becaufe  it  was  nearly 
finiflied  before  I faw  Dr.  Jackfon’s  Letter, 
which  is  therefore  made  the  fubjc^t  of  the 
fecond  part  beginning  at  page  73. 
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EXPOSURE  AND  REFUTATION,  &c. 

PART  THE  FIRST, 


RELATING  TO  THE  LETTER  OF  DR.  M^GRIGOR. 


In  the  Letter  which  I publifhed  lately,  and  addreffed 
to  the  Coramiflioners  of  Military  Enquiry,  I found  it 
neceffary  to  notice  fome  parts  of  the  evidence  given  to 
them  by  Dr.  M‘Grigor,  as  being  in  direct  contradiction 
to  what  he  had  publilhed  in  the  year  1804,  or  to  facts 
within  my  own  knowledge.  In  difcharging  this  duty,  I, 
for  many  reafons,  confidered  Dr.  M‘Grigor  as  having 
forfeited  all  claim  to  indulgence  from  me ; but  refpedt 
for  the  public,  and  regard  for  my  own  charafter,  deter- 
mined me  to  avoid  all  offenfive  exprefTions,  as  far  as  I 
could,  without  depriving  my  arguments  and  objedlions  of 
their  proper  force  arid  effedl : and  I did  hope,  if  Dr. 
M‘Grigor  (hoLild  attempt  to  exculpate  himfelfor  retaliate 
on  me, that  he  would  in  fome  degree  imitate  this  example. 
But  infteadof  doing fo  he  has  publifhed  a libel, abounding 
in  fcurrility  as  well  as  flanders,toan  extent  that  has  rarely 
difgraccd  the  prefs  in  this  country,  at  leaft  in  modern 
times.  To  punifh  this  offence,  I had, with  the  advice  of 
counfel,  determined  on  an  application  to  the  Court  of 
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King’s  Bench,  for  leave  to  profecute  by  information  ; 
but  being  afterwards  told  that  in  feeking  legal  redrefs  it 
would  be  required  of  me  to  abllain  from  any  fuch  vindi- 
cation of  my  character,  as  that  which  I have  now  under- 
taken, I thought  it  better  to  abandon  all  thoughts  of  a 
criminal  profecution,  than  to  leave  Dr.  M‘Grigor’s  libel 
unrefuted,  confidering  how  many  perfons  are  difpofed  to 
believe  that  a writer  mull  have  reafon  and  truth  on  his 
fide,  when  like  Dr.  M^Grigof  he  has  in  almoft  every 
page  the  effrontery  to  charge  others  with  error  and  falfe- 
hood. 

Some  time  before  the  publication  of  Dr.  IVPGrigor’s 
Reply,  1 was  informed  of  his  having  applied  to  the  Se- 
cretary at  War,  for  leave  to  infpedf  the  returns  and  cor- 
refpondence  in  the  ofEce  of  the  Army  Medical  Board, 
under  the  pretence  of  feeking  evidence  to  juftify  himfelf 
againft  what  he  thought  proper  to  call  my  grofs  mifrepre- 
fentations  ; and  that,  his  application  having  been  referred 
to  the  diferetion  of  the  Board,  they  defired  him  to  fpecify 
the  particular  returns,  w'hich  were  by  him  fuppofed  to 
contain  matters  conducive  to  his  own  vindication  ; but 
that,  inftead  of  pointing  out  papers  of  that  defeription,  he 
had  fpecified  others  which  obvioufly  could  have  no  rela- 
tion to  himfelf,  but  which  he  erroneoufly  thought 
likely  to  contain  fomething  capable  of  being  employed 
in  a perfonal  attack  upon  me.*  An  attempt  of  this  kind 


♦ The  document  which  as  I am  told  Dr.  M‘Grigor  was 
mofl  anxious  to  obtain,  is  the  report  of  a Medical  Board 
which  was  ademblcd  at  my  felicitation  about  the  beginning  of 
November,  1796, at  Martinico,  to  decide  upon  the  expediency 
of  my  returning  to  Europe  for  the  reftoration  of  my  health, 
after  a very  fevere  attack  of  the  yellow  fever.  As  this  report 
could  not  be  found  in  the  office,  I (hall  fubjoin  a copy  of  it. 
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however  gave  me  no  concern,  confident  as  I was  that  my 
chara6ler  would  be  found  irreproachable,  and  that  I 
might  fafely  defpife  all  that  my  enemies  could  pofTibly 
fay  of  me  with  truthy  though  perhaps  not  all  that  fome  of 
them  might  venture  to  fay  of  me  upon  oath. 

That  Dr.  M'Grigor  muft  have  completely  failed  in 
his  endeavour  to  find  matter  for  fcandal  to  be  employed 
againfl  me, will  be  evident  to  thofe  who  may  read  his  pub- 
lication, and  perhaps  the  feelings  produced  by  this  dif- 
appointment  may  have  impelled  him  to  endeavour  to 
fupply  his  want  of  fcandalous  anecdotes  by  a redun- 
dance of  virulent  words. 

The  obfervations  contained  in  Dr.  M‘Grigor*s  firft 
three  pages  are  fo  loofe,  ground lefs,  and  unconnefled 
with  me,  that  I (hall  only  notice  what  he  fays  of  the 
indefatigable  induftry,  and  incorruptible  integrity  of  one 
individual,’*  by  whom, according  to  Dr.  M‘Grigor,many 
abufes  have  been  effedlually  remedied  and  many  reforms 


and  leave  Dr.  M'Grigor  to  employ  it  as  he  may  think  proper; 
it  is  in  thefe  words,  “ We  have  carefully  examined  into  the 
flate  of  health  of  Dr.  Bancroft,  Phyfician  to  the  Forces,  and 
are  unanimoufly  of  opinion  that  confidering  the  healthy  feafon 
of  the  year  is  approaching,  there  is  every  reafon  to  expeft  his 
recovery  in  this  country,  and  that  therefore  it  is  not  abfolutdy 
neceflary  he  fhould  return  to  Europe,  particularly  as  he  would 
be  expofed  in  his  prefent  weak  Jlate  to  a winter  palTage.’* 
Signed,  W.  Fowle,  and  W.  Franklin,  Phyficians  to  the  Forces, 
Alexander  Thompfon,Garrifon  Surgeon, and  J.M'Neil, Surgeon 
to  the  Forces.”  Although  the  gentlemen  who  figned  the  above 
report  thought  that  there  was  every  reafon  to  expe6l  I fliould 
recover  my  health  in  the  Weft  Indies,  I held  a different  opi- 
nion both  before  and  after  their  report.  I continued  however 
in  that  country  for  nine  months,  making  the  experiment,  after 
which,  finding  my  health  very  little  improved,  I requefted  and 
obtained  leave  to  return  to  Europe. 
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produced.  I have  no  wifh  to  infinuate  any  thing  againfl 
the  integrity  or  the  indufiry  of  the  gentleman  who  is  the 
obje6f  of  thefe  encomiums,  but  unlefs  Dr.  M*Grigor  has 
attempted  without  fuccefs  to  corrupt  his  integrity  by  offers 
fo  great  that  no  greater  can  ever  be  made,  or  unlefs  he 
knows  that  this  has  been  attempted  unfuccefsfully  by 
fome  other  perfon  (which  I do  not  believe,)  it  muft  be 
evident  that  he  can  have  no  fufficient  authority  for  this 
fort  of  adulation^  which  would  better  become  a fycophant 
than  one  who  like  Dr.  M^Grigor  (at  p.  5.)  pretends  that, 
“ in  independence  of  fpirit  he  will  not  yield  to  any  man 
and  it  may  be  prefumed  that  Mr.  Knight  has  been  very 
little  gratified  by  an  unneceffary  piece  of  flattery  to  him- 
felf, which  was  probably  made  to  infinuate  fome  injurious 
fufpicion  refpedling  his  colleagues ; for  he  will  doubtlefs 
be  ready  to  admit  that  their  integrity  has  not  been  found 
hitherto  more  corruptible  than  his  own.  As  to  the 
abufes  here  faid  to  have  been  remedied,  and  the  reforms 
' faid  to  have  been  produced,  there  may  be  other  perfons 
not  lefs  judicious  than  Dr.  M‘Grigor,  who  believe  that 
thofe  terms  of  reforms’*  and  “ abufes,”  are,  in  feveral 
infiances  at  lead,  applied  to  wrong  objedls,  and  that  an 
interchange  might  often  be  made  of  them  wdth  much  pro- 
priety. The  late  Mr.  Burke,  in  his  Reflexions  on  the 
Revolution  in  France^has  faid  with  great  truth  that  ‘‘  a 
fpirit  of  innovation  is  generally  the  refult  of  a felfifh  tem- 
per and  confined  views,”  and  I regret  that  I cannot  ac  - 
count  with  more  jufiice  for  fome  late  innovations  in  the 
Medical  Department  of  the  army,  nor  for  thofe  which 
Dr.  Jackfon  has  been  for  feveral  years  fo  eager  to  intro- 
duce tlierein.  See  Burke’s  Works,  vol.  3,  4to.  p.  59. 

In  his  fourth  page.  Dr.  M*Grigor  makes  me  the  im- 
mediate objeX  of  his  animadverfion,  and  to  evince  his 
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candour,  endeavours  to  rcprefent  it  as  problematical 
whether  I flood  “ Angle’*  in  writing  my  Letter  to  the 
Commiflioners,  or  was  not  “ linked  with  a party/’  of 
whom  I had  ftepped  “ forward  as  the  champion  and 
this  notwithflanding  my  public  declaration  on  this  fubje6t. 
In  his  next  page  he  reproaches  me  in  rude  terms  for  hav- 
ing noticed  that  general  conne<5lion  of  interefts,  views, 
opinions,  See.  between  himfelf,  Dr.  Jackfon,  and  Mr. 
Borland, which  has  been  notorious  for  a eonflderable  time, 
and  which  no  man  can  doubt  who*  is  properly  informed 
on  this  fubjedf. 

In  p.  6.  he  proceeds  to  afk  if  I had  “ no  intereft  in 
the  oldfyftem  ? no  promotion  to  expedl  had  this  fyfleni 
been  fufFered  to  continue  ?”  queftions  like  thefe  were 
certainly  neither  neceffary  nor  proper,  my  motiveshaving 
been  fairly  ftated  at  the  commencement  of  my  Letter.  I 
pretended  to  no  impartiality  on  the  fubjedl, but  complained 
of  grievances  fufFered  by  the  army  phyficians  generally  ; 
and  endeavoured  by  reafon  and  truth  to  demonftrate  the 
expediency  of  redreffing  thofe  grievances.  I acknowledged 
myfelf  as  a party  in  this  matter  ; but  I flated  Mr.  Bor- 
land and  Dr.  M‘Grigor  to  be  oppofite  parties,  and  to 
have  been  adfaated  by  motives  and  prejudices  from  which 
witnefFes  ought  to  be  exempt,  and  I therefore  contended 
(p.  27.)  that  “ their  teflimon'ies  ought  either  not  to  have 
been  demanded  or  not  to  have  been  depended  upon  folely 
by  the  Commiflioners,”  to  the  exclufion  not  only  of  every 
army  phyfician,  but,  on  certain  important  points,  of  every 
other  perfon,  even  the  moft  experienced  and  impartial. 

In  p.  7.  Dr.  M^Grigor  admits  that  “ the  majority 
of  the  more  dangerous  cafes  being  taken  to  the  general 
hofpitals  a greater  mortality  was  naturally  to  be  ex- 
pelled in  them  than  in  the  regimental  hofpitals  /’  but 
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alTerts  it  as  a fafl,’*  and,  ‘‘  calls  on  me  to  d'ljprove 
that  out  of  any  given  number  fent  to  the  general  hof- 
pitals,  arid  an  equal  number  in  the  fame  difeafe  and  thd 
fame  llages  of  it,  retained  in  the  regimental  hofpitals,  a 
much  larger  proportion  of  the  former,  than  of  the  latter 
fell  vi(flims  to  difeafe.’*  Strong  affertions  like  thefe  are 
cafily  made  even  againft  all  probability  ; but  men  who 
have  a proper  regard  for  truth  will  avoid  making  them 
on  fubjedls  of  fo  much  importance,  without  being  able 
themfel ves  to  adduce  fufficient  affirmative  e vidence,inftead 
of  calling  on  others  to  difprove  them  by  negative y and  in 
this  cafe  impoffible  evidence  ; for  certainly  nothing  like  a 
fair  trial  has  ever  been  made  to  warrant  any  decifive 
Gonclufioii  on  this  fubjedl,  much  lefs  one  fo  improbable 
as  that  medical  men  who  are  imperfeftly  qualified,  thould 
have  more  fuccefs  in  their  practice  than  thofe  of  a con- 
trary defcription  ; and  they  will  a fortiori  avoid  (while 
fpeaking  under  the  obligation  of  an  oathj  all  attempts  to 
influence  gentlemen  profecuting  an  important  enquiry 
under  the  authority  of  Parliament,  by  fuch  affertions  as 
thofe  which  Dr.  M‘Grigor  allowed  himfelf  to  make,  re- 
fpedting  the  alleged  difference  between  the  general  and 
regimental  hofpitals  in  Flanders  and  Holland  in  1794, 
and  1795,  and  in  Grenada  in  1796 ; and  for  which  it  feems 
abfolutely  impoffible  that  he  could  have  had  any  reafon- 
able  foundation.  (5th  Rep.  p.  184.  Qu.  16.18.  25.)  Before 
a man  can  decide  juftly  concerning  the  comparative  merits 
of  the  two  fpecies  of  Hofpitals  under  confiderationor  of  any 
other  two  obje61s,  he  mufi:  be  well  acquainted  with  both  ; 
but  it  does  not  appear  that  Dr.  M‘Grigor  ever  had  any 
proper  opportunity  of  becoming  acquainted  with  gene- 
ral hofpitals,  for  he  entered  the  army  in  1794  as  a regi- 
mental furgeon,  by  purchafe,  and  continued  to  be  aregi- 


mental  furgeon  till  1805,  fince  which  time,  as  a deputy 
infpedor,  he  has  been  employed,  as  he  had  been  in  his 
former  capacity,  exclufively  in  regimental  hofpitals ; 
and  (as  Mr.  Keate  mentions  in  p.  ii.  of  hisObfervations 
on  the  5th  Report)  has  never  in  the  whole  courfe  of 
his  fervice  been  called  upon  to  do  07ie  day's  duty  in  general 
bofpitalsd*  By  this  partial  acquaintance  with  the  former 
fpecies  of  hofpitals  ow/y,  he  may  v/ell  be  fuppofed  to  have 
adopted  groundlefs  prejudices  in  their  favour,  and  mud 
from  his  ignorance  of  the  latter,  be  deemed  incompetent 
to  judge  comparatively  of  their  advantages  and  difadvan- 
tages.  There  was  indeed  no  room  for  making  any  compari- 
fon  between  the  former  and  latter,  even  by  the  mod:  ex- 
perienced medical  man  in  the  army,  at  either  of  the  places 
mentioned  in  Dr.  M‘Grigor’s  evidence,  becaufe  there 
was  no  (imilarity  in  the  ftate  and  condition  of  the  general 
and  the  regimental  hofpitals,  or  of  the  patients  placed 
in  them  refpedlively,  nor  w'as  there  leifure  or  opportuni- 
ty in  Flanders  or  Holland  for  obferving  with  any  fort  of 
attention  and  accuracy  the  events  which  atlually  occur- 
red in  either.  To  afcertain  experimentally  the  advan- 
tages or  di  fad  vantages  of  one  fpecies  of  hofpital  over  the 
other,  as  connected  with  the  mortality  in  each,  hsih  muft 
be  placed  in  equal  circumflances  in  regard  to  their  fitua- 
tion,  condruftion,  &c.and  the  patients  fliould  have  fimilar 
difeafes  in  each,  and  be  received  under  the  care  of  the  me- 
dical officers  in  exactly  the  fame  flage  of  each  difeeafe.* 

• That  part  of  Hiy  prefent  publication  which  relates  co  Dr, 
M‘Grigor  was  written  though  not  printed  before  I had  feen  Dr. 
Jackfon’s  Letter  to  the  CommilTioners,  in  which  at  p.  25,  may  be 
found  a ftatement  of  thofe  circumftances  and  conditions  which  he 
confiders  as-  necclfary  to  tlie  making  of  a fair  comparative  trial 
for  afeertaining  the  merit  or  demerit  of  his  own  metliods  of 
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They  fhould  alfo  be  of  flmilar  ages,  conllitutions, 
habits,  &c.  (things  alrnoft  impoffible  though  of  effential 
importance,)  and  when  in  thefe  and  all  other  refpe6i:s  the 
two  fpecies  ol  hofpifcals  were  made  equal,  or  the  inequa- 
lities balanced  by  other  circumdances,tranquillity  and  lei- 
fure  for  careful  obfervation  as  well  a'  for  the  treatment  of 
the  lick  would  be  indifpenfably  neceffary,  not  only  for  one 
fet  of  trials,  but  for  feveral  repetitions  of  fuch  fets,  be- 
fore any  conclufion  could  be  fafely  drawn  ; and  therefore 
no  credit  is  due  to  the  opinions  given  by  Dr.  M‘Grigor 
of  the  fuppofed  difadvantages  of  general  hofpitals  on  the 
continent  in  1794  and  1795,  during  the  hurry  of  a diffi- 
cult retreat,  when  the  fick  were  expofed  to  a multitude 
of  difadvantages  and  unavoidable  privations  ; when  iherc 
was  neither  leifure  nor  opportunity  for  obfervation,  and 
more  efpecially  by  a regimental  furgeon ; when  in 
faff  there  often  were  properly  no  regimental  hofpitals 
to  ferve  as  a point  of  coraparifon,  &c,  and  yet 

treating  the  fick,  as  oppofed  to  thofe  of  the  phyficians  gene- 
ral, &c.  in  an  experiment  which  he  pretends  to  be  defirous  of 
undertaking  for  that  purpofe.  I lhall  hereafter  notice  thispro- 
pofal  of  an  experiment  fo  far  as  it  regards  Dr.  Jackfon,  but  in 
the  mean  time  by  looking  at  the  page  I have  mentioned  the 
reader  may  fatisfy  himfelt  that  neither  Dr.  M‘Grigor  nor 
Mr.  Borland  were  ever  in  fituations  where  any  fuch  equality  oi 
circumftances  and  conditions  exifted,  as  Dr.  Jackfon  deems 
abfolutely  necelTary  before  any  conclufion  could  be  drawn  on 
fubje'fts  like  tliofe  on  which  they  pretend  to  give  evidence,  i.  e. 
about  the  comparative  merits  of  general  and  regimental  hof- 
pitals. He  will  fee  alfo  that  Dr.  Jackfon  alTerts  that  with  the 
greateft  pofiible  equality  it  is  necelfary  that  the  experiment  be 
continued  for  **  twelve  months,”  though  Mr.  Borland  and  Dr, 
M^Grigor’s  obfervations  (if  any  can  be  faid  to  have  been  made 
in  Flanders  by  men  of  whom  one  faw  only  regimental  and  the 
other  only  general  Hofpitals)  did  not  laft  more  than  about  half 
tbe  time. 
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fuch  Is  Dr.  M‘GrIgor’s  confidence  that  he  has  not  hefi- 
tated  when  under  oath  to  declare  “ that  the  mortality 
was  certainly  much  greater  in  proportion  in  the  general 
than  in  the  regimental  hofpitals,  and  the  expences  of  the 
latter  very  moderate  though  in  candour  he  ought  to 
have  acknowledged  himfelf  incompetent  to  form  any 
conclufion  from  the  tranfa6lions  of  thofe  years,  ef- 
pecially  as  he  had  then  j ufi  entered  the  army,  and  had  but 
a very  flight  knowledge  even  of  regimental  hofpitals. 

I had  dated  in  p.  46  and  47  of  my  Letter,  that  after  all 
the  imputed  fatality  of  the  treatment  in  general  hofpi- 
tals, and  the  encomiums  on  the  f^anacean  treatment  in  the 
regimental, contained  in  the  5th  Report,  it  was  natural  to 
conclude  that  at  the  prefeht  time,  when  the  mode  of  con- 
du6ling  the  latter  fpecles  of  hofpitals  is  fuppofed  to  be 
brought  to  great  perfeftion,  the  mortality  in  them  ought 
to  be  very  inconfiderable ; efpccially  as  it  is  the  duty  of 
the  Infpector  general  of  army  hofpitals  “ to  judge  of 
the  propriety  of  the  practice  of  regimental  furgeons ; 
and  of  his  aflistant,  Mr.  Borland,  to  conduct  the  corre- 
fpondence  with  thofe  furgeons  upon  medical  pradllce 
that  if  any  change,  however,  had  been  wrought  in  the  mor- 
tality among  the  army  at  home,  it  was  not  I feared  the 
happy  change  we  muft  all  devoutly  w’ifli,  becaufe  the 
very  lafl  monthly  returns  (thofe  made  up  to  the  20th 
March  1808)  had  exhibited  the  deaths  of  between  4 and 
500  men  in  the  four  preceding  weeks,  a degree  of  mor- 
tality which  had  then  never  occurred  in  this  kingdom, 
w'hile  the  general  hofpitals  with  all  their  alleged  mif- 
chiefs  and  abufcs  fubfifled  ; that,  anxious  to  obtain  fome 
correct  information  concerning  the  caufes  of  this  morta- 
lity, and  the  pretended  fuperiority  of  the  regimental 
over  the  general  hofpital  treatment,  I had  applied  to  the 
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Infpector  General  for  “ permiflion  to  infpect,  and  to  make 
extracts  from  the  returns  in  his  office  of  the  fick  in  the 
regimental  hofpitals  of  this  ifland  during  the  laft  fix 
months  and  that  Mr.  Knight  had  retufed  my  requeft, 
faying  that  it  was  beyond  his  authority  to  give  a fight 
of,  or  to  allow  extracts  from,  the  office  documents  I 
fought;**  although  it  appeared  from  a fubfequent  letter 
written  to  me  by  the  Deputy  Secretary  of  war,  that  it  had 
depended  folely  on  Mr.  Knight*  to  grant  the  permiffion 
I defired.  In  anfwer  to  this  part  of  my  letter,  Dr. 
M‘Grigor  adduces  as  caufes  of  the  great  mortality  to 
which  it  alludes,  fources  of  difeafe,  moft  of  which  had 
occurred  in  the  preceding  years,  and  which  at  all  events 
operated  as  much  to  the  difadvantage  of  the  general  as 
of  the  regimental  hofpitals,  and  he  alfo  gratuitoufly  af« 
ferts  that  epidemic  difeafes  of  a peculiar  caft  were  gene- 
rally prevalent,  an  afiertion  which  fince  the  time  of  Sy- 
denham, who  fetthe  faffiion,  has  been  repeated,  probably, 
feveral  times  every  year,  by  writers,  who  defire  to  gain 
credit  for  obferving  what  their  cotemporaries  have  not 
obferved,  and  who,  like  Sydenham, were  little  acquainted 
with  the  obfervations  of  their  predeceflbrs.  He  then 
ftates,  (totally  forgetting  that  I had  made  every  exertion 
in  my  power  to  obtain  information,  and  that  Mr.  Knight 
had  withheld  it  from  me)  “ that  if  the  caufes  fof  that 
mortality)  were  knowm  to  me,  I have  by  fuppreffion  of 
them,  been  guilty  of  the  most  culpable  difingenuity,  and 
all  that  others  can  fay  is  that  I fuppreflTed  them  only  be- 
caufe  it  fuited  my  purpofe.’*  After  this  very  unjufl  im- 


• It  appears  that  Mr.  Knight  could  afterwards  readily  give 
to  Dr.  M'ttrigor  the  ufe  of  the  official  documents  he  hadrefufed 

tlie  fight  of  to  me,  with  that  of  many  others. 
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putation  he  proceeds  thus : “ but  as  Dr.  Bancroft  has 
brought  forward  this  inftanceof  extreme  mortality  in  re- 
gimental hofpitals,  asan  objetSlion  to  their  eftabliHiment, 
it  is  but  fair  to  hear  the  return  from  the  general  hofpital 
the  Ifle  of  Wight  (the  only  one  now  exifling)  for  the 
fame  period.  This  return  Dr.  Bancroft  had  an  eafy  op- 
portunity of  knowing ; but  if  he  did  know  it,  for  obvious 
reafons  he  thought  it  prudent  to  fupprefs  it.  It  is  right, 
however,  that  you,  gentlemen,  and  the  public  at  large 
Should  be  informed,  that  while  the  mortality  in  the  re- 
gimental hofpitals,  great  indeed  I mull  acknowledge^ 
was  in  the  proportion  of  one  out  of  fixteen,  the  mortality 
in  the  general  hofpital  in  the  Ifle  of  Wight,  was  nof  Icfs 
than  one, out  of  ten."*  That,  far  from  having  “ an  eafy  op- 
portunity of  feeing  the  return  in  queftion,*’  I had  no 
opportunity  at  ail,  has  been  already  (hewn,  aqd  this  fa<^ 
therefore  would  fuffice  to  remove  from  me  all  fufpicion 
of  having  fupprefled  it,  if  the  return  were  not  itfelf,  (as 
will  prefently  be  (een,)  of  fuch  a nature  that  I fliould 
have  been  much  more  inclined,  ha,d  I been  acquainted 
with  its  contents,  to  produce  than  to  conceal  it.  But  it 
is  worthy  of  remarit  in  this  place,  that  Dr.  M‘Grigor  who 
fo  readily  accufes  me  of  the  “ moft  culpable  difingenuity’* 
in  fupprefTing documents, and  who  ought  therefore  to  have 
carefully  guarded  himfelf  agajnft  a fimilar  fault,  has  ne- 
verthelefs,  for  the  purpofe  of  deception,  committed  that 
very  fault ; for  although,  in  order  to  fupply  the  deficiency 
with  which  he  charges  me,  he  profefles  to  adduce  “ the  re- 
turn from  the  general  hofpital  at  the  Ifle  of  Wight  forihe 
fame  period^'*  i.e.forthemonth  ending  on  the  20th  of  March, 
and  to  contrail  the  mortality  therein,  yet  he  has  fubftitut- 
cd  in  its  placfe  the  return  for  the  fucceeding  month.  Had 
Dr.  M*Grigor  flated  the  real  mortality  in  the  general 
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hofpital  for  the  period  to  which  he  fhould  have  confined 
himfelf,  confidently  with  fairnefs  and  his  own  profeflions, 
he  muft  have  admitted  that  it  was  much  lefs  than  that  in 
the  regimental  hofpitals  ; fince  it  appears  from  the  tables 
which  he  has  publilhed  at  the  end  of  his  letter,  that  but 
five  patients  died  in  the  former  out  of  252,  while  411 
died  in  the  latter  out  of  7,906,  which  is  a mortality  of 
only  about  twenty  in  looo  in  the  general  hofpitals,  but 
of  fifty -^two  in  1000  in  the  regimental ; the  propor- 
tion being  as,  19,8,  to  51,9.  Blit  hewifhed  to  reprefent 
the  refpedlive  mortality  in  thofe  hofpitals  in  a ratio 
oppofite  to  the  above,  and  therefore  he  makes  no  mention 
in  his  obfervations  upon  this  fubjedl  of  the  greater  mor- 
tality in  the  regimental  hofpitals  during  the  fame  period, 
but  adduces  that  of  the  fubjequent  month,  by  W'hich  he 
makes  it  appear  that  “ while  the  mortality  in  the  regi- 
mental hofpitals  was  in  the  proportion  of  one  out  of 
fixteen,  it  was  not  lefs  than  one  out  of  ten  in  the  Ifle  of 
Wight  general  hofpital.’*  As  Dr.  M‘Grigor,  when  he 
has  brought  his  argument  to  this  point,  exclaims  with 
much  exultation,  “ what  will  Dr.  Bancroft  fay  of  this 
comparifon  ? prima  facie  at  leaft  it  furnifhes  no  ground 
of  triumph  to  the  advocates  for  general  hofpitals,**  I 
fhall  not  hefitate  to  mention  what  I have  to  fay  of  it, 
nor  even  to  accept,  as  the  ground  for  my  reply,  that 
which  he  has  himfelf  chofen  for  me,  I mean  the  in- 
creafed  mortality  at  the  army  depot-hofpital  (as  the 
general  hofpital  irwthe  Ifle  of  Wight  is  ufually  called) 
during  the  month  ending  on  the  20th  of  April,  1808.  I 
fliall  only  beg  permifTion  to  premife  feme  explanations 
concerning  the  nature  of  the  cafes  ufually  received  into 
regimental  and  into  general  hofpitals,  and  alfo  concerning 
fome  peculiarities  of  the  depot-hofpital,  bccaufc  without 
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a knowledge  of  thefe  the  queftion  w^ould  be  very  impcr-r 
fe6Uy  decided. 

Among  the  patients  received  into  regimental  hofpitals 
there  are  ufually  many  whofe  affe6lions  are  of  fhort 
duration,  or  void  of  danger,  as  patients  with  the  itch, 
punifhed  men,  flight  venereal  cafes,  fores,  &c.  by  which 
the  number  of  the  fick  is  increafed,  while  the  proportion 
of  deaths  is  diminiflaed  ; but  cafes  of  this  defcription  are 
not  received  inio  the  depot-hofpital,  grave  cafes  only 
being  admitted  ; among  which  the  rifkof  mortality  is  of 
courfe  confiderable.  Subject  therefore  to  an  allowance 
for  the  many  flight  cafes  above  mentioned,  the  proportion 
of  the  number  of  deaths  in  regimental  hofpitals  to  the 
number  of  fick  in  thefe,  feems  to  be  a juft  criterion  of  the 
fuccefs  of  the  medical  treatment  employed  by  the  regi- 
mental furgeons,  provided  that  general  hofpitals  do  not 
exift  in  their  neighbourhood,  into  which  the  more  dan- 
gerous cafes  of  illnefs  may  be  removed,  (as  is  commonly 
done)  but  that  the  fick  remain  entirely  under  the  care  of 
their  refpe£live  furgeons  from  the  commencement  to  the 
termination  of  their  diforders  ; and  as  there  arc  now  only 
two  general  hofpitals  in  England,  and  as  thefe  cannot 
relieve  the  regimental  hofpitals  of  more  than  a very 
fmall  part  of  fuch  dangerous  cafes,  I am  willing  to  con- 
fider  the  table  of  mortality  in  the  regimental  hofpitals, 
given  by  Dr.  M^Grigor  from  official  documents  at  the  end 
of  his  book,  as  affording  a fair  criterion  of  the  treatment 
in  them.  With  regard,  however,  to  general  hofpitals  it 
will  be  (hewn  that,  although  a fmail  mortality  in  them 
may  be  regarded  as  a ftrong  prefumptive  evidence  of  the 
judicious  treatment  of  the  patients  under  cure  in  them, 
yet  the  converfe  of  the  propofition  is  by  no  means  true, 
i.  e,  it  is  not  true  that  a great  mortality  in  general  hof- 
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pltals  is  an  argument  againft  the  propriety  of  the  medlGaf 
pra6iice  therein.  This  is  explained  by  the  ftate  in  which 
patients  are  fent  into  thefc  hofpitals,  whofe  difeafes  often 
have  already  proceeded  to  an  incurable  ftagc,  and  who, 
as  will  be  proved,  have  fomctimes  but  a few  hqurs  to  live, 
after  being  admitted.  I have  faid  in  p.  32  of  my  Letter^ 
“ neither  is  it  rare  that  regimental  furgeons,  having 
patients  in  their  own  hofpitals  whofe  lives  they  defpair 
of,  fend  them  into  the  general  hofpitals,  fometimes  when 
there  is  danger  of  their  expiring  on  the  way,  in  order 
that  their  deaths  may  not  happen  in  the  hofpital  of  the 
regiment,  and  that  the  refponfibility  thereof  may  attach 
folely  tothe  officers  of  the  hofpital  ftaff;’*  and  although  I 
had  myfelf  had  abundant  experience  of  the  truth  of  this 
ftatement,  yet  being  aware  how  difagreeable  the  mention 
of  fuch  a truth  would  prove  to  regimental  furgeons  like 
Dr.  M‘Grigor,  I had  willingly,  in  order  to  confirm  my 
flatement,  quoted  the  teftimon}  of  Dr.  Jackfon  on  this 
fubje61,  who,  from  having  himfelf  been  furgeon  of  a regi- 
ment, and  having  often  flood  forth  as  the  advocate  of 
regimental  furgeons,  was  not  likely  to  be  fufpe<Sled  of 
advancing  any  afferrions  to  their  prejudice,  without 
fufficient  foundation.  Dr.  M‘Grigor,  however,  in  no. 
ticing  the  above  pafTage  has  entirely  pafTed  over  the  cor- 
roborating evidence  of  Dr.  Jackfun,  and  treating  the 
fa61  as  if  it  were  unknown,  and  as  if  the  truth  of  it 
refted  only  upon  my  authority,  indulges  himfelf  with 
calling  it  “ a rafh  affertion,’^  to  which  “ he  gives 
not  the  fmalleft  credit,*’  declaring  “ the  charge  ^ 
libel  on  the  whole  iDody  of  regimental  officers.”  For 
the  corredlnefs  of  my  ftatement  I may  appeal  with  confi- 
dence to  every  medical  officer,  befides  Dr.  Jackfon,  who 
}ias  ferved  even  for  <a  fhprt  time  in  general  hofpitals. 
Several  flaff  and  regimental  medical  officers  with  whoni 


15 


' * I . 

I have  converfed  fince  the  publication  of  my  Letted' 
have  frankly  owned  that  they  have  fometimes  fent  thchr 
fick  into  general  hofpitals  in  the  manner  ftated.  1 have 
a letter  before  me  from  Dr.  Roberts,  who  Was  till  latel"]^ 
phyfician  to  the  army,  and  ferved  feveral  years  in  thfe 
Weftindies  during  the  laft  war,  in  which, fpeaking  of  the 
ftate  in  which  patients  were  fent  to  the  general  hofpital 
at  St.  George's  in  Grenada,  while  he  had  the  fuperin- 
tendance  of  them,  and  while  Dr.  M‘Grigor  was  thtf^,' 
he  fays  that  “ they  were  brought  frequently  in  articuh 
mortis,  many  dying  in  tranjitu  from  the  bier  to  the  bed." 
As  occurrences  of  this  kind  have  been  fo  numerous,  k is 
furprifing  that  Dr.  M^Grigor,  who  pretends  to  a com’- 
plete  knowledge  of  all  the  circumftances  incidental  to 
general  hofpitals,  (hould  venture  to  deny  them  ; and 
his  denial  feems  the  more  extraordinary,  becanfe  feveral 
inftances  of  them  are  mentioned  (as  will  prefently  be 
fhewn)  in  thofe  very  “ returns  from  the  general  hofpi- 
tal  of  the  Ifle  of  Wight”  to  2oth  April  1808,  from  which 
he  has  calculated  the  mortality  therein  as  being  in  the  pro- 
portion of  one  out  of  ten  patients,  and  which  he  muft  be 
fuppofed  to  have  feen  before  he  could  be  enabled  to  make 
that  calculation. 

But  of  all  the  general  hofpitals,  which  are  now,  ot 
have  at  any  time  been  eftabliftied  in  any  part  of  the 
world,  for  the  lick  of  the  Britilh  army,  there  is  no  one 
which  is  lefs  proper  than  this  of  the  depot  at  the  Ille  of 
Wight,  to  be  made  the  fubjedfof  a comparifon  with  Re- 
gimental hofpitals,  for  the  purpofe  of  eftablifhing  the  juft 
proportion  which  the  mortality  happening  in  the  latter 
bears  to  that  happening  in  general  hofpitals.  This  un- 
fitnefs  for  comparifon  arifes  from  two  caufes  which  do 
not  belong  in  common  to  general  hofpitals,  but  are  pe- 
culiar to  the  depot  hofpital.  The  firft  of  thefe  peculi- 
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irhiesis,  that  the  laft. mentioned  hofpital  Is  principally 
deftined  to  receive  the  lick  of  the  depot ; and  as  its  garri- 
fon  chiefly  confills  of  recruits  and  volunteers,  who  in  ge- 
neral are  extremely  ignorant  or  negligent  of  the  means  of 
preferving  their  healths^  and  who  often  have  but  juft  re- 
ceived their  bounty  money,  and  not  being  under  the  ufu* 
al  controul  while  it  lafts,  indulge  every  intemperate  paf- 
lion  ; or  of  foldiers  who  have  been  invalided  on  account 
of  age  or  infirmities  ; it  is  evident  that  fuch  fubjeds  can- 
not fail  to  be  more  liable  to  ficknefs,  and  alfo  to  be 
liable  to  fteknefs  in  a feverer  degree  than  the  foldiers  of 
regiments,  w’ho,  befldes  being  difciplined,  have  almoft 
always  been  fele6led  as  robuftand  healthy;  finceall  others 
are  either  rejefled  at  firft  from  the  regiments,  ordifeard- 
ed  or  invalided,  w'hen  they  become  unfit  afterwards  for 
aftive  fervice  : and  it  is  likewife  evident,  for  the  fame 
reafon,  that  the  Tick  in  the  Depot  hofpital  are  patients  of 
a defeription  much  lefs  favourable  to  fuccefsful  treatment 
than  thofe  who  commonly  fall  under  regimental  pradice. 
It  is  further  to  be  remarked  that  of  thofe  lick  recruits,  or 
invalids,  the  worj}  cafes  only  are  in  general  admitted  into 
the  hofpital,  the  reft  (who  if  they  w'ere  with  the  regiment, 
would  moft  of  them  be  received  into  the  regimental  hof- 
pitals,  and  w'ho  commonly  amount  to  about  fixty)  being 
for  want  of  room  in  the  hofpital,  kept  and  treated  in 
the  banacks,  or  at  the  out  pofts,  and  being  in  fa6f  confi- 
dered  as  not  belonging  to  the  depot  hofpital,  and  ac- 
. cordingly  not  included  in  the  lick  returns  of  that  hof- 
pital. The  other  peculiarity  is  that  all  deferiptions  of 
ftek  are  admitted  into  the  depot  hofpital  in  all  jlages  of 
difeafe,  and  at  all  periods,  from  Ireland,  Guernfey  and 
Jerfey,  from  every  foreign  ftation,and  from  the  fliipping 
at  Spitheacl, Cowes,  and  Ryde,  there  being  at  this  time  no 
other  general  holpital  eftablifticd  on  any  part  of  the  coaft 


to  receive  patients  arriving  from  thofe  ftations  ; and  it  is 
of  effcntial  importance  to  remark  that  the  chief  mortality 
at  the  depot  hofpltal  occurs,  not  among  the  fick  who 
have  been  Tent  from  the  adjoining  barracks,  but  among 
thofe  fent  from  the  (hipping,  &c.  of  whom,  mofl:  of  the 
cafes  of  acute  difeafe  are  brought  in  too  advanced  a ftage, 
and  mod  of  thofe  of  chronic  difeafe  have  been  previoufly 
difeharged  from  hofpitals  abroad  as  worn  out  by  pulmo- 
nary confumption,  dyfentery,  vifceral  ob(fru£lions,  or 
fcrophulous,  cancerous  or  fyphilitic  affections  ; and  being 
Confidered  as  generally  incurable,  have  been  fent  home 
to  linger  out  the  remaining  few  weeks  or  months  of  their 
lives  in  the  hofpital  at  the  Ifle  of  Wight. 

After  this  explanation  it  muft  be  unfair  and  indeed  ab- 
furd  to  compare  the  depot  hofpltal  with  regimental  hof- 
pitals, and  ftill  more  fo  to  found  the  comparifon  wholly 
upon  the  numbers  of  the  fick  and  of  the  dead  in  thefetwo 
fpecies  of  eftablifliriients,  between  which  there  is  fo  great 
a diffimilarity  in  the  defeription  of  the  (ick  admitted  into 
each.  The  reader  will  therefore  be  able  toeitimate  juftly 
the  candour  of  Dr.  M‘Grigor  in  bringing  into  comparifon, 
hofpitals  which  are  deftined  for  fuch  different  pur- 
pofes. 

The  table  which  I now  fubjoin  will  exhibit  the 
number  of  patients  who  died  in  the  depot  hofpital,  during 
the  month  ending  on  the  twentieth  of  April,  (which  Dr. 
M‘Grigor  unfairly  fubftituted  for  that  of  March)  and 
alfo  their  difeafes,  the  length  of  time  they  had  been  in 
the  hofpital  previoufly  to  their  deaths,  the  places  whence 
they  w'ere  fent,  and  the  diforder  which  terminated  their 
lives.  For  the  accuracy  of  this  table  I can  pledge  myfelf, 
as  it  is  founded  upon, and  a great  part  of  it  copied  verbatim 
from,  authentic  documents. 
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By  the  foregoing  table  it  will  be  perceived  that  of  the 
twenty. four  patients  who  died  in  the  depot  hofpital 
during  the  month  ending  on  the  20th  April,  only  five 
had  been  fent  from  the  barracks  at  Parkhurfi,  to  which  it 
IS  attached,  the  remainder  having  been  received  from 
■other  quarters,  viz.  fourteen  from  difiant  out  polls,  and 
five  from  tranfports  ; alfo  that  ofthefe  twenry.four’.  not 
lefs  than  one  half  died  within  three  days  from  the  time 
of  their  admiflion,  viz.  Phillips,  Pair,  King,  Ellis, Ram- 
fhaw.  Grift,  Beadle,  Warden,  London,  Watfon,  Taylor, 
and  Rclborn,  which  interval  it  will  doubtlefs  be  allowed 
is  in  general  much  too  ftiort  to  afford  any  probable 
chance  of  fuccefs  from  the  treatment  of  men  fent 
under  fo  many  difadvantages,  and  in  fo  advanced  a 
Page  of  their  diforders  ; and  it  will  farther  be  perceived 
lhat  ofthefe  twelve  Hot  fewer  than  fix  (thole  whofe 
names  are  the  firft  mentioned)  died  on  the  very  day  they 
were  adrnitted,  and  three  others  on  the  day  following 
their  admiffion  : thefe  fails,  while  they  prove  how  little 
the  mortality  happening  in  a general  hofpital  can  be  deem- 
ed a proof  of  improper  medical  pratlice  therein,  will  alfo 
fully  confirm  my  ftalement  concerning  the  hopelefs  con- 
dition in  which  patients  are  often  received  into  general 
hofpitals. 

It  will  likewife  be  obferved  that  there  were  thirteen  of 
thofe  twenty.four  patients  who  are  flated  to  have  died  of 
pneumonia,  and  that  ten  of  the  thirteen  were  fent  from 
theoutpofts;  and  it  is  proper  to  mention  feme  particu- 
lars  concerning  theie  laft.  The  barracks  at  Parkhurlt. 
which  generally  contain  about  1700  men,  being  infuffi- 
ciei.t  for  the  accommodation  of  all  the  recruits,  invalids, 

&c.  conftituting  the  garrifon  of  the  depot,  the  remaintle^ 

•o  t who  amounted,during  the  period  in  queftion, 

D 2 


iso 


bn  an  average  to  about  1600,  were  quartered  at  SanboWri 
and  other  outpofts,  where  they  were  lodged  principally  in 
ill-conftrubled  barns,  many  of  them  ftanding  in  expofed 
fituations  and  near  fwampy  grounds,  buildings  which 
were  certainly  very  little  adapted  for  the  prevention  of 
difeafe,efpecially  during  a feafbn  unufually  inclement. In 
thefe  miferable  quarters  the  men  wereexremely  crow'ded; 
they  were  alfo  placed  at  a diftance  from  their  officers, 
and  they  had  befides  an  eafy  accefs  to  fpirituous  liquors ; 
and  under  thefe  circumftances  they  readily  contrabfed 
and  communicated  difeafe^  Difperfed  too  in  detached 
and  diftant  buildings^  many  men  were  attacked^  efpecial- 
ly  by  the  prevailing  diforder,  pneumonia,  and  were  left 
through  their  own  negligence,  or  that  of  the  non-com- 
miffioned  officers,  feveral  days  before  they  were  reported 
ill  to  the  medical  officers;  moreover,  as  there  was  neither 
hofpital  accommodation,  nor  the  other  means  at  the  out 
pofts,which  were  requifite  for  the  fuitable  treatment  of  the 
morefevere  cafes,  it  became  neceflary  to  remove  them  to 
the  depot  hofpital,  and  during  this  removal  their  affedlions 
were  aggravated  by  expofure  in  very  unfortunate  weather, 
by  the  motion  of  the  carriages,  and  by  the  lofs  of  fome 
valuable  time  in  their  treatment  ; nor  were  thefe  all  the 
caufes  which  operated  againft  their  recovery, for  it  is  ftated 
in  the'official  returns, “that  upon  an  anatomical  examina- 
tion of  many  of  thofe  cafes  of  pneumonia,  it  w'as  afeer- 
tained  that  there  had  been  an  affeblion  of  the  lungs  of  long 
Handing,  which  ow'ing  to  the  feverity  of  the  weather,  was 
rapidly  brought  to  a fatal  conclufion,”  and  this  is  a con- 
lideration  which  for  reafons  already  mentioned,  cannot 
be  offered  in  behalf  of  the  majority  of  cafes  of  pneumo- 
nia which  proved  fatal  in  the  regimental  hofpitals  during 
the  fame  feafon. 
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After  fciiefe  explanations  it  will  perhaps  be  thought 
that  enough  has  been  faid  to  remove  the  unjufl:  imprel- 
fion,  which  Dr.  M‘Grigor  endeavoured  to  fix  in  the 
minds  of  his  readers,  concerning  the  treatment  of  the  fide 
in  the  Ifle  of  Wight  hofpital,  by  adducing  the  monthly- 
return  of  the  20th  April  which  he  well  knew  would  be 
remarkably  unfavourable  in  appearance  to  that  efiablifh* 
ment.  But  although  no  fair  comparifon  can  be  inftituted 
between  hofpitals  fo  diflimilar  in  the  mofl:  important 
points  as  that  of  the  depot  and  thofe  of  regiments,  I fhall 
beg  permifiion,  in  order  to  place  things  in  a more  juft 
light  than  that  in  which  they  muft  be  placed  if  only 
their  re fpedive  returns  for  a fingle  month  be  compared 
together,  to  lay  before  the  reader  a table  containing  the 
numbers  of  the  Tick  and  the  dead  in  both  fpecies  of  hofpi- 
tals  during  th^twomonths  which  preceded  and  thofe  which 
followed  the  month  of  April  feleded  by  Dr.  M‘Grigor, 
as  thofe  numbers  were  hated  in  the  monthly  returns  pre- 
fented  by  the  army  medical  board  to  the  commander  in 
chief,  with  the  corredion  already  noticed  of  twenty-four 
inlleadof  twenty-five  deaths  in  the  depot  hofpital  during 
the  month  ending  the  2oth  April. 


Periods  of  the  returns. 


For  the  month  ending  on  the20th  ■» 
February  j 

Do.  2othMarch 

Do.  2oth  April 

Do.  2oth  May 

F).  20th  June 


Total  during  the  five  months  36063 
By  making  an  average  of  the  numbers  in  the  above 


In  regim.  hosps.’ 

Indepothosp. 

Sick. 

Dead  j 

I 

Sick. 

D ad 

7006 

292^ 

256 

II 

7906 

41  l| 

252 

5 

7763 

472] 

249 

24 

6733 

223 

7 

6655 

140] 

223 

5 

36063 

1566111203 

52 
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ciolumns,  and  comparing  their  refpe^live  refults,  it  will 
be  found  that  the  proportion  of  the  deaths  to  the  fick 
is  the  fame  in  both  fpecies  of  hofpitals,  (viz.  forty-three 
deaths  out  of  one  thoufand  fick)  with  the  very  flight  dif- 
ference of  one  in  two  hundred  and  fixty  deaths,  which 
howeveris  in  favour  of  the  depot  hofpital.  But  alt' cugh 
the  mortality  thus  appears  equal,  yet  on  confidering  the 
diflimilarity  of  the  circumftances  under  which  it  took 
place  in  each,  on  recollecting  that  in  the  depot  hofpital 
none  but  ferious  cafes  of  difeafe  are  admitted,  and  that  of 
ithefe  a confiderable  number  are  fent  either  in  a dving  or 
an  incurable  ftate,  and  that  in  the  regimental  hofpi'a's, 
on  the  contrary,  the  lick  lift  is  fwelled  by  numerous  flight 
cafes,  and  the  patients  are  almofl  uniformly  received 
and  treated  at  the  very  commencement  of  their  difor- 
ders,  the  reader  will  probably  feel  it  but  reafonable 
and  juft  to  conclude  that  the  important  comparative 
difadvantages  attending  the  former,  could  not  have  been 
counterbalanced,  nor  the  proportion  of  deaths  in  it  have 
been  prevented  from  greatly  furpaflTing  that  in  the  latter, 
otherwdfe  than  by  the  more  proper  treatment  which  the 
fick  in  the  depot  hofpital  received  ; and  for  this  they 
have  been  indebted  to  the  fuperior  profeflional  ability  of 
its=*^  medical  officers,  and  to  the  benefits  of  the  general 


* Dr.  M'Grigor  thought  it  “incumbent  on  him,”  when 
making  his  very  unfair  ftatement  of  the  mortality  in  the  depot 
hofpital  during  the  month  ending  on  the  20th  of  April,  “ to  de- 
clare that  he  knows  Drs.  Moore  and  Lempriere,  who  are  in 
charge  of  this  hofpital, to  be  men  of  fuperior  talents, great  atten- 
tion, and  of  no  common  degree  ofmedical  fcience.”  It  lie  had 
however  fincerely  intended  to  do  juftice  to  thefe  two  cfficei  s,  he 
would  either  have  ab/lained  from  comparing  eftablidiments  fo 
different  from  eacli  other, or  in  making  thecompanfon,  he  would 
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horpitalfyftem;^  a fyftem  which  the  commiffioners  of 

military  enquiry,  milled  by  a few  interefted  individuals, 

have  reprefented  as  injurious  to  the  fervice  and  fit  to  be 
abolifhed. 

It  will  probably  be  objeaed  that  fiee  months  are  too 
fhon  a fpace  for  fuch  a comparifon  as  I have  made,  and 
I do  not  mean  to  maintain  the  contrary,  but  befides  the 
d.ificuhy  of  fixing  upon  any  period  which  (hall  be  free 
from  objeaion,  I have  not  the  requifite  means  of  making 

fora  long  term,  having  been  refufed 
by  Mr.  knight  rt-rir  thejghi  of  the  official  returns  in  his 
poffeffion.Dr.M-Grigorhas  perhaps  intended  to  employ 
as  the  of  foch  a comparifon,  the  fpace  of  twelve 

months,  VIZ.  from  May  1807  to  April  i8o8,  for  which 
he  ha.s  given  at  the  end  of  his  publication  the  monthly 
nnmbersof.be  fick,  and  the  deaths,!n.he  regimental  hof. 
pitals  and  m the  Ifieof  Wight  general  hofpital  refpeaive  i 
ly,  taken  as  he  Hates  from  “ the  monthly  returns  of  fick' 
and  deaths  ,n  the  army  of  Great  Britain.”  Accordin--  to 
hts  table  ,t  appears  that  during  thofe  twelve  months  "the 
um  of  the  fick  m regimental  hofpitals  was  61, ■:8c  of 
whom  ,,987  died,  and  that  the  fum  of  the  fick  in  L de. 
po  o pital  was  2,647  °f  whom  129  died,  and  from  thefe 
nms  he  calculates  the  proportion  of  mortality  to  have 


have  explained  the  principal  differences  between  tliem  fo  as  to 

createnonnjuft'mpren.onscn  ihe  fubjeft.and  to  leave  theme 

n,s  o thefe  ge,„l.men  ,0  reft  „n  theirreul  g.ounds.  But  heZ 

equally  neglected  each  of  thefe  alternatives,  becanfe  he  had  no 

fuel,  intentions,  and  ihe  foie  object  of  his  inlidinus  co  nnlh 

inent  vvas  .0  per  uade  the  reader  that  the  mortality  i„  general 

hofpitals,  '"“aalways  greatly  exceed  that  in  regimental  fince  it 
did  (o  in  the  depot  hofoital  ..mU,-  k r • ^ nnce  it 

rior  talents,”  &C  ‘ 


been  as  one  in  thirty-one  in  the  former  and  as  one  in 
twenty  and  a half  in  the  latter.  On  the  accuracy  of  his 
numbers,  I cannot  entirely  depend,  becaiife  I find  that  ho 
has  erred  in  Hating  the  deaths  of  the  depot  hofpital  to 
have  amounted  only  ta  129,  although  in  reality  they 
amounted  to  137,  during  the  period  which  I prefumchim 
to  have  meant,  viz.  from  the  2ift  April  1807,  to  2otfi 
April  1808  inclufive.  I therefore  conceive  that  the  pro- 
portion of  the  mortality  is  adlually  as  one  in  nineteen, fup^ 
pofing  the  fum  of  the  fick  to  have  been  w'hat  he  Hates, 
2,647;  correft  nefs  of  w'hich  I however  cannot  fpeak. 

But  admitting  his  other  calculations  to  be  juft,  and  the 
mortality  in  the  regimental  hofpitals  to  have  been  only 
one  in  thirty-one,  or  thirty-two  in  1000,  while  in 
the  depot  hofpital  it  was  one  in  nineteen,  or  fifty-two 
in  1000,  (which  is  certainly  a proportion  very  diflimilar 
from  that  afforded  by  the  returns  of  the  five  months 
lately  given),  the  reader  will  not,  I am  perfuaded,  think 
that  this  refult  can  materially  invalidate  the  obfervations 
juft  made  in  regard  to  the  fuperior  treatment  of  the 
patients  in  the  latter  eftablifhment,  when  he  is  informed 
that  of  thei37  patients  who  died  therein  during  the  interval 
fpecified,  a very  fmall  part,  not  exceeding  twenty-five  nor 
perhaps  twenty,  had  been  fent  from  Parkhurft  barracks  ; 
that  many  of  the  remainder  had  been  received  in  a dying 
ftate,  like  a great  part  of  thofe  admitted  in  the  month  of 
April,  and  that  not  fewer  than  fix  ly  J even  of  thofe  men  died 
of  pulmonary  confumption,  nearly  the  whole  of  whom 
came  from  foreign  ftations,  and  were  brought  in  the  con 
firmed  or  incurable  ftage  of  this  malady  : for  certainly 
the  depot  hofpital  will  not  be  deemed  chargeable  with  a 
mortality  which  was  the  unavoidable  confequcnce  of 
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fuch  caufes,  operating  upon  fubjefls  removed  beyond  any 
poflible  controul  of  its  medical  officers. 

Such  are  the  remarks  which,  in  compliance  with  the 
call  made  on  me  by  Dr.  M‘Grigor,  it  has  feemed  necef- 
fary  to  fubmit  concerning  the  Ifle  of  Wight  hofpital* 
and  to  thefe  I (hall  only  add  a few  others,  which  the 
importance  of  this  fubje6l  to  the  welfare  of  the  fick  foldier 
demands.  On  referring  to  the  extradf  from  Dr.  M‘Gri- 
gor’s  book  at  the  beginning  of  this  fedlion,  it  will  be  fecn 
that  when  he  adduced  the  return  of  that  hofpital  to  com*" 
pare  it  with  the  returns  of  the  regimental  hofpitals,  he 
fpoke  of  the  former  as  being  “ the  only  general  hofpital 
now  exifling”  in  this  country.  In  faying  this  he  has  ad- 
ded one  more  to  his  already  too  numerous  mif-ftatements; 
there  being  another,  the  York  hofpital  at  CheJfea,  which 
if  he  had  been  at  all  delirous  of  a fair  comparifon  of  mor- 
tality^ between  a general  hofpital,  and  the  regimental 
hofpitals,  was  much  more  fit  to  be  made  the  fubje£l  of 
that  comparifon  than  the  depot  hofpital,  becaufe  it  was 
much  lefs  liable  to  thofe  cafualties  of foreign  origin  which 
arc  the  chief  means  of  increaling  the  oftenfible  number 
of  the  deaths  in  the  latter  eftablilhment.  But  a faircom- 
parifon  was  not  his  aim;  and  therefore  he,  who  is  fo  for- 
ward to  accufe  me  of  having  fupprelTed  the  lick  returns  for 
April,  which  in  fa6l  were  not  made  out,  andconfequently 
not  in  exiftence  when  the  laft  (heet  of  my  letter  was  a61u- 
ally  in  the  prefs,  has  avoided  all  mention  of  the  York 
hofpital,  although  it  isftridtly  for  every  purpofe  of  com- 
parifon 2i general  lince  it  is  conftanily  receiving 

lick  foldiers  fronl  all  regiments,  and  is  attended  by  an 
army  phylician,  by  ftaff-furgeons,  a Half  apothecary,  and 
hofpital  mates,  as  is  usual  with  other  general  hofpitals, 
circumftances  of  which  Dr.  M^Grigor  could  not  poflibly 
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be  ignorant,  erpeclally  as  the  Yorkhofpital  is  now  un- 
der the  immediate  fuperintendance  of  Mr.  Knight,  in 
whofe  office  he  was  furnifhed  with  all  the  returns  and  in 
formation  it  afforded.  This  hofpital  has,  it  is  true,  recent- 
ly undergone  fome  change  in  a part  of  its  eftabliffiment, 
and  has  been  placed,  probably  by  way  of  experiment,  on 
what  is  improperly  called  the  regimental  plan,  i e.  on 
a reduced  fcale  of  officers  and  fervants,  &c.  a plan  which 
at  firfl  flruck  almoft  every  perfon  acquainted  with  gene- 
ral hofpitals  as  full  of  inconvenience,  and  which  I under- 
hand every  day’s  experience  has  lince  (hown  to  be  in  a 
great  meafure  impraifficablc,  as  well  as  inadequate  to  the 
ends  for  which  general  hofpitals  were  defigned  ; but  this 
change  has  not  in  any  refpedt  altered  its  original  objeft 
and  nature,  for  it  has  continued  to  receive  fick  foidiers 
generally y and  to  be  attended  by  nearly  the  fame  flaff  offi- 
cers and  the  fame  fervants  as  before;  and  it  is  therefore 
in  every  juft  fenfe  of  the  word  as  truly  a general  hofpital 
as  formerly,  and  as  I'uch  ought  to  have  been  at  leaft  com- 
prehended, if  not  folely  introduced  into  Dr.  M‘Grigor’s 
comparifon.  It  was  not,  however,  a fair  but  a spe- 
cious comparifon  which  he  defired  to  fubmit  to  his  rea- 
der; and  with  this  motive  he  did  not  fcruple  to  fupprefs 
the  return  of  the  Yoik  hofpital  that  he  might  be  enabled 
to  ftate,as  the  refultofhis  plaufible  comparifon  for  April, 
**  that  while  the  mortality  in  the  regimental  hofpitals, 
great  indeed  he  muft  acknowledge,  was  in  the  proportion  . 
of  one  out  of  i6,  that  in  the  general  hofpital  in  the  Ifle  of 
Wight  was  not  lefs  than  i out  of  lo  whereas,  if  he  had 
candidly  noticed  the  other  return,  he  would  have  been  un- 
der the  mortifying  neceffuy  of  adding  that  in  the  general 
hofpital  at  Cheifea  the  mortality  was  in  the  proportion  of 
X out  of  119,  i.  e.  was  feven  times  and  an  half  lefs  than 
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in  his  favourite  regimental  hofpitals".  Not  wifhing  how- 
ever to  take  any  undue  advantage  of  the  return  of  a fingle 
month,  1 shall  here  give  the  numbers  of  the  lick  and  the 
deaths  in  the  York  hofpital  for  the  five  months  ending  on 
the  2oth  of  June  1808,  that  they  may  be  compared  with 
thofe  already  adduced  for  the  fome  periods. 


InYork  gcn.hosp. 

Period  of  the  returns. 

- — . 

Sick. 

Dead. 

For  the  month  ending 

on  the  20th  February 

134 

2 

Do. 

20th  March 

104 

2 

Do. 

20th  April 

119 

1 

Do. 

20th  May 

127 

Q 

Do. 

20th  June 

102 

3 

Total  number  during  the  five  months 

586 

14 

By  reducing  the  above  numbers  to  the  fame  ratio  as 
thofe  of  the  former  table,  it  will  be  found  that  the  propor- 
tion of  mortality  in  the  York  Hofpital  during  thefe  five 
months  was  only  as  24  deaths  in  1000,  while  in  the  other 
Hofpitals  it  was  as  43  in  1000,  or  in  other  words  that  it 
was  in  the  former,  compared  with  the  latter,  rather  lefs 
than  in  the  fmall  proportion  of 4 toy.  Moreover, as  I 
felt  it  right  to  notice  the  proportion  of  mortality  in  the 
latter  hofpitals  during  the  12  months  ending  on  the  2oth 
April  1808,  as  adduced  by  Dr.M‘Grigqr,I  think  it  equally 
right  to  (late  that  alfoin  the  York  hofpital  during  thefame 
fpace.  The  aggregate  of  the  numbers  of  the  fick  therein 
as  mentioned  in  the  monthly  returns  for  that  period 
amounts  to  1062  ; and  the  aggregate  of  the  deaths  to  13  ; 
which  fums,  being  reduced  to  the  fame  ratio  with  the 
former  numbers,  give  the  proportion  of  mortality  as  12 
in  1000  in  the  York  hofpital,  while  it  was  as  32  in  1000, 
in  the  regimmtal  hofpitals.  Hence  it  refults  that  al- 
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though  the  York  hofpital,  like  other  hofpUals, 

receives  principally  grave  cafes  of  difeafe,  and  is 
therefore  under  great  difadvantage  in  this  refpeft  when 
compared  with  the  regimental  hofpitals,  in  which  nu- 
merous flight  cafes  are  always  to  be  found,  the  mortality 
in  it  is  to  that  in  the  regimental  hofpitals,  as  only  three 
to  eight.  Thefe  numbers  and  proportions,  therefore,  if 
they  fhould  not  be  thought  to  decide  completely  the 
queftion  at  iffue,  will  at  leaft  point  out  the  degree  of  cre- 
dit due  to  Dr.  M‘Grigor’s  affertion  that,  “ out  of  any 
given  number  fent  to  the  general  hofpital,  and  an  equal 
number  in  the  fame  difeafe  and  the  fame  ftages  of  it,  re- 
tained in  the  regimental  hofpitals,  a much  larger  propor- 
tion of  the  former  than  of  the  latter  fell  vidims  to  dif- 
eafe.*' (page  7 of  his  Letter) ; and  they  may  farther 
indicate  the  effential  fervices  which  well  appointed  gene- 
ral hofpitals  are  capable  of  rendering  to  the  army.  The 
very  unfair  mode  too  in  whichDr.M‘Grigor  has  proceed- 
ed in  his  endeavour  to  reprefent  general  hofpitals  as  per- 
nicious and  unneceffary,  will  probably  be  deemed  an  ar- 
gument that  he  was  unable  to  arraign  thofe  eftabliflimcnts 
upon  any  liberal  and  juft  grounds,  notwithftanding  all 
the  official  facilities  which  he  received  for  that  pur- 


pofe, 

In  p.  13.  Dr.  M‘Grigor  endeavours,  but  without  fuc- 
cefs,  to  excufe  himfelf  for  having  advanced  a very  dif- 
graceful  charge  againft  the  regimental  furgeons  who 
ferved  in  the  Britifli  army  on  the  continent  in  the  years 


1794  and  1795,  i.  e.  that  of  having  negleaed  their  duty 
and  become  carelefs  about  the  fick  of  their  regiments,bc- 
caufe  thefe  latter  had  been  fent  to  general  hofpitals, 
according  to  the  invariable  ufage,  not  only  of  Britiffi, 
but  of  other  European  armies,  in  fimilar  circumftances 
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to  account  for  this  alleged  mifcondua  he  reprefents 
medical  men  as  being  of  an  “ irritabile  genus”  and  thinks 
this  to  be  a fufficient  reafon  for  “ diffatisfaaion  and  dif- 
guft,”  in  the  regimental  furgeons,  on  account  of  the  cuf- 
tomary  and  at  that  time  neceffary  removal  of  their  fick 
to  the  general  hofpitals  ; a removal  which  even  Dr. 
Jackfon  reprefents  them  as  being  fometimes  improperly 
defirous  of  promoting  in  order  to  rid  themfelves  of  the 
trouble  and  refponfibility  of  keeping  the  lick  under 

their  own  care.  (1805*  P»  61.) 

At  p.  14.  he  alTerts  that  in  1794“  the  generality  of 
regimental  furgeons  were  of  confiderable  Handing  in  the 
fervice,  and  many  of  them  were  looked  up  to  for  pro- 
•feflional  ability,  &c.”  Of  the  truth  of  this  obfervation 
regarding  their  length  of  fervice,  he  might  have  given 
himfelf  as  an  inftance,  having  firft  entered,  the  army  in 
that  very  year  \ and  of  their  profeflional  ability  an  ac- 
count may  be  found  in  the  Obfervations  lately  publilhed 
by  the  Surgeon-general,  p .18. 

In  p.  15.  he  charges  me  with  having  mifreprefented 
(at  page  38  of  my  Letter)  the  account  given  by  Dr.  Jack- 
fon  of  the  mortality  from  fever  in  the  88th  regiment 
during  the  compaign  of  1794  in  Flanders,  and  having 
thus  “ betrayed  either  wilful  ignorance,  or  a ftudied 
delire  to  millead,”  &c.  To  afcertain  the  injuftice  of  this 
charge,  let  it  be  remembered  that  Dr.  Jackfon  in 
the  chapter  to  which  I referred  (without  pretending 
to  Hate  his  precife  words)  had  undertaken  to  give  **  a 
fliort  hiftory  of  the  origin  and  progrefs  of  contagious  fe- 
ver, as  it  appeared  in  different  divifions  of  the  Britifh  ar- 
my,’* &c.  ; and  at  p.  21,  he^  had  mentioned  very  particu- 
larly the  mortality  occafioned  by  this  fever  in  the  Both 
andpSth  regiments,  adding  that  “ it  was  exceedingly  great 
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and  as  he  no  where  elfe  mentions  any  other  regiment  In' 
which  it  appears  to  have  been  fo  great,  I naturally  confi- 
dcrcd  him  as  reprefenting  this  to  be  thegreateft  mortality 
which  occurred  in  the  Britifh  army  at  that  time  ; and  I 
have  as  yet  no  reafon  to  fufpea  that  I was  miftaken,  fince 
even  Dr.  M‘Grigor,  with  all  his  alacrity  to  comradia, 
has  not  ventured  to  mention  any  other  regiment  in  which 
the  mortality  was  fo  great  as  in  the  8oth  and  88th  ; and 
I know  that  a very  general  belief  exifts  in  the  army  that 
the  88th  regiment  was  particularly  unfortunate  in  refpea 
of  great  and  almoftconftant  ficknefs  during  the  laft  war^ 
i.  e.  while  Dr.  M‘Grigor  was  furgeon  to  that  regiment. 
But  even  by  the  leaft  favourable  conftruftion,  the  utmofl 
difference  between  Dr.  Jackfon’s  ftatement  and  mine  is 
only  that  which  may  be  fuppofed  to  exift  between  the 
greateft  mortality,”  (which  expreffion  does  not,  like 
Dr.Jackfon*s,  neceffarily  imply  that  the  deaths  were'very 
numerous),  and  a degree  of  mortality  which  was  “ 
ceedlngly  great  and  of  this  difference  Dr.  M*Grigor  is 
at  full  liberty  to  avail  himfelf. 

I come  now  to  one  of  the  moft  libellous  parts  of  Dr. 
M‘  Grigoris  pamphlet,  I mean  that  which  relates  to  the 
tranfaftions  at  Grenada  in  the  year  1796 ; and  here  I 
muft  beg  my  readers  to  recolle61  that  the  88th  regiment, 
was  one  of  thofe  which  embarked  and  failed  for  the  Weft 
Indies  about  the  end  of  the  year  1795,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Sir  Ralph  Abercrombie*,  and  which  were  order- 
ed firft  to  Barbadoes,  (as  the  place  of  rendezvous)  where 
the  greateft  part  of  this  force  arrived,  and  failed  again  on 
the  23rd  of  April  1796,  againft  the  ifland  of  St.  Lucia, 
which  capitulated  on  the  25th  May  following.  After 
this  capture,  the  Britifh  army,  excepting  the  troops 
left  to  occupy  the  various  pofts  in  St.  Lucia,  was  divided 
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into  two  parts,  of  which  one  was  fent  to  St.  Vincentes  > and 
the  other  to  Grenada ; and  both  failed  from  St.  Lucia 
for  their  refpeQive  deftinatlons  on  the  3rd  and  4th  of 
June.  I accompanied  the  divifion  which  went  with  Sir 
R.  Abercrombie  to  St.  Vincent’s.  The  other,  as  appears  by 
his  difpatch  dated  St.  Vincent’s  the  22nd  June,  landed  at 
Palmifte  near  Gouyave  (in  Grenada)  where  the  enemy 
had  their  principal  polls,  on  or  about  the  5th  of  June, 

After  this  explanatory  ftatement  1 beg  leave  to  quote 
three  Ihort  palfages  from  p.  227,  8,  of  Dr.  M^Grigor’s 
**  Medical  Sketches,” 

“ In  Barbadoes,  both  in  the  end  of  1795,  and  in  the 
beginning  of  1796,  the  only  difeafe  which  prevailed  was 
typhus.  The  88th  regiment  was  healthy  at  St.  Lucia#, 
and  continued  pretty  healthy  at  Grenada  for  three  months 
after  their  arrival  there,  or  as  long  as  they  remained  to  the 
windward  fide  of  the  ifland.  This  was  likewife  the  cafe 
with  the  loth,  25th  ; and  other  regiments.  It  was  only 
after  our  return  to  St.  George’s,  and  to  Richmond  HilL 
after  we  had  communication  with  the  68th  regiment  and 
the  general  hofpitals,  where  the  yellow  fever  had  for  ma- 
ny months  prevailed,  that  it  appeared  in  the  88th  and  in 
the  other  corps.” 

‘‘  On  the  1 2th  July  1796,  a detachment  of  the  88th  re- 
giment was  embarked  at  Grenada,  in  the  Betfey  tranf- 
port,  for  England.  We  embarked  one  hundred  and  for- 
ty.” 

We  failed  from  Grenadaon  the  19th  of  July.*’ 

As  I had  ferved  at  the  redudlion  of  St.  Lucia  and  was 
acquainted  with  all  the  fadls  I have  juft  extra6led  from  Sir 
R.  Abercrombie’s  difpatches,  I naturally  concluded,  after 
reading  the  firft  of  the  palfages  above  quoted,  which  was 
clearly  intended  by  Dr,  M‘Grigor  to  deferibe  the  ftate  of 
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health  oi  his  regiment  in  its  progrcfs  from  ifiand  to 
ifland,  in  the  Weft  Indies,  that  the  88th,  regiment  muft 
have  been  in  St.  Lucia  (as  indeed  a part  of  it  wasj  and  that 
it  had  proceeded  thence  to  Grenada,  (as  the  part  juft 
mentioned  did  proceed]  with  the  divifion  which  was  fent 
thither  a few  days  after  the  furrender  of  St.  Lucia,  and 
arrived  in  Grenada  on  or  about  the  5th  June  ; and  as  Dr. 
M‘Grigor  had  ftatcd  politively  that  the  88th  regiment 
“ continued  pretty  healthy  at  Grenada  for  three  months 
after  their  arrival  there,"' it  neceffarily  followed  (fuppof- 
ing  his  foregoing  ftatement  to  be  true)  that  the  88th  re- 
giment muft  have  continued  to  be  pretty  healthy,’* 
until  about  the  5th  of  September;  and  as  he  had  mention- 
ed in  the  two  laft  of  his  paffages  quoted,  that  he  embarked 
for  England  on  the  12th  of  J uly,  and  failed  from  Grenada 
on  the  19th  of  that  month,  in  the  Betfey  tranfport,  it  alfo 
followed  as  another  neceflary  confequence,  that  he  muft 
have  left  that  ifland  nearly  feven  weeks  before  the  fick- 
nefs  and  mortality  occurred,  which  in  his  evidence,  he 
declared  he  had  obferved  perfonally  at  Grenada,  Dr. 
M‘Grigor  every  where  in  his  publication  of  1804,  men- 
tioned the  88th  in  fuch  as  manner  as  to  lead  me  to  a belief 
that  the  whole  of  it  had  reached  Barbadoes,and  gone  thence 
with  the  army  under  Sir  R.  Abercombie  to  St.  Lucia,  and 
afterwards  to  Grenada  with  the  27th  and  57th,  and 
other  regiments  fent  to  that  ifland,  after  the  capitu- 
lation of  St.  Lucia.  I have,  however,  lately  and  with 
fome  difficulty  afeertained  that  a confiderable  part 
of  the  88th  regiment  (under  lieutenant-colonel,  now 
major-general  Beresford)  which  embarked  and  failed 
with  Sir  R.  Abercombie  in  1795,  finally  pro- 

ceed to  the  Weft  Indies,  having  been  driven  back  to 
England  a fecond  time  and  fuffered  to  remain  behind ; 
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and  that,  of  the  detachments  \vhich  did  reach  Barbadoes, 
one  of  about  145  men  under  Major  Houfton  was 
fent  thence  (with  Dr.  M‘Grigor)  diredly  to  Grenada, 
where  it  arrived  on  the  4th  March,  1796  ; that  two 
other  detachments,  including  the  grenadier  company, 
and  amounting  to  about  160  men,  were  employed  under 
Sir  R.  Abercrombie  at  the  captu’c  of  St.  Lucia,  and 
fent  afterwards  from  that  ifland  to  Grenada  (with  the  27th, 
57th,  and  other  regiments)  where  they  landed  about  the 
5th  of  June  ; and  as  this  part  of  the  regiment  appears  to 
have  exceeded  in  number  the  detachment  fent  to  Grenada 
in  March,  I conclude  it  muft  be  that  which  Dr. 
M‘Grigor  mentioned  and  underftood  to  be  the  ‘‘  regl- 
went^*  when  heobferved  in  his  Medical  Sketches  that  the 
“ 88th  regiment  was  healthy  at  St.  Lucia,  and  continued 
pretty  healthy  at  Grenada  for  three  months  after  their 
arrival  there for  certainly  no  other  part  of  the  88tli 
regiment  was  ever  at  St.  Lucia  during  or  before  the  year 
1796,  nor  has  been  there  fince.  Now  if  thefe  two  com- 
panies or  detachments  were  what  he  underllood  and  de- 
fignated  as  “ the  regiment  ” at  St.  Lucia,  they  muft  or 
ought  to  have  been  what  he  called  the  regiment,  when  he 
Hated  it  to  have  continued  healthy  for  three  months  after 
their  arrival  at  Grenada,  from  St.  Lucia  ; and  therefore 
my  whole  calculation,  and  every  conclufion  depending 
upon  it,  were  ftrictly  juft  fo  far  as  his  own  account^  on 
which  I folely  relied,  was  true,  and  the  contradidlion  be- 
tween his  publication  of  1804,  and  his  evidence  as  given 
to  the  commiflioners  in  1807,  ftdl  fubfifts  undiminillied. 
Aftonifhed  by  this  contradi£lion  and  yet  willing  to  be- 
lieve that  one  of  Dr.  M‘Grigor’s, accounts  was  true,  I 
gave  a preference  to  that  pnblilhed  by  him  in  1804,  as 
being  by  much  the  more  copious  and  circumftantial,  an*^’ 
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as  having  been  Vv^rltten  without  any  apparent  motive  for 
deviating  from  the  truth  It  feems,  however,  from  re- 
cent information,  that  I was  mifled  by  truRing  to  this 
account,  and  that  the  ficknefs  mentioned  by  Dr. 
M‘Grigor  had  nearly  attained  its  greateft  elevation,  at 
Si.  George’s,  about  the  time  of  his  departure  from  Gre- 
nada, though  this  was  not  the  cafe  in  fome  other  parts  of 
the  ifland,  particularly  la  Gouyave,  where  it  greatly  in- 
creafed  in  the  month  of  Augufl.  My  error,  however,  in 
this  refpe6f,  muft  be  aferibed  folelytoDr.  M‘Grlgor*s 
erroneous  flatementon  which  I relied  exclufively  \ indeed 
I did  not  pretend  to  have  any  other  than  his  own  autho- 
rity, and  avow'edly  contented  myfelf  v*^ith  oppofing  the 
flatement  in  queftion  to  the  teftimony  given  by  him  to 
the  commilTioners ; for  I did  not  perfonally  reach  Gre- 
nada until  February,  1797.  Inflead  therefore  of  blam- 
ing me,  it  is  incumbent  on  Dr  M'Grigor  to  atone  to  the 
public  for  his  mifreprefentation  on  this  fubjeef,  and  in  an 
efpecial  manner  to  atone  to  myfelf,  for  the  groundlefs, 
and  mofl  ofTenfive  imputations  of  falfehood,  &c.  which 
he  has  endeavoured  to  fix  upon  rce,  at  p,  37.  of  his 
Letter  to  the  Commifiioners,  folely  on  account  of  this 
error  produced  by  his  own  mifreprefentation. 

I am  now  therefore  to  admit  that  Dr.  M‘Grigor  was  in 
Grenada  during  a confiderable  part  of  the  ficknefs  which 
occurred  there  'in  1796  ; but  this  admifiion  will  not 
affe(5I  anything  elfe  mentioned  in  myLetter  to  theCommif- 
fioners  concerning  the  contradi61ion  fubfi fling  betweenhis 
teftimony  as  given  to  them, and  the  ftatement  publifhedby 
him  in  1804,  refpefting  the  tranfactions  at  Grenada  in 
1796.  To  demonftrate  this  contradidlion  I beg  leave 
firft  to  tranferibe  the  account  given  by  the  commiffioners 
(at  p.  22. j of  the  teftimony  delivered  at  their  board  by 
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Dr.  M^Grlgor,  viz.  Dr.  M‘Grigor  has  noticed  in  the 
Weft  Indies,  as  well  as  in  Flanders,  the  rupenority  of 
the  regimental  over  the  general  hofpitals,  in  refpeft  of 
the  treatment  of  the  fick  ; for  whilft  he  ferved  as  a regi- 
mental furgeonin  Grenada  in  1796,  the  mortality  under 
the  regimental  treatment  was  trifling ; but  when,  on  the 
return  of  the  army  to  Martinique^*  the  fick  were  fent  to 
the  general  hofpitals,  the  mortality  became  very  confi- 
derable.*’  To  prove  that  this  pretended  fuperiorlty  of 
the  regimental  over  the  general  hofpitals  was  not  be- 
lieved by  Dr.  M‘Grigor  at  the  time  when  he  publithed 
his  Medical  Sketches,  (i.  e.  in  1804  when  the  tranfa61ions 
at  Grenada  muft  have  been  more  within  his  recolledion 
than  in  1807,;!  adduced  in  my  Letter  to  the  Commiflioners 
the  following  extraa  from  Dr.  M‘Grigor^s  publication, 
viz.  “ The  88th  regiment  continued  pretty  healthy  at 
Grenada  for  three  months  after  their  arrival  there,  or  as 
long  as  they  remained  to  the  windward-fide  of  the  ifland. 
This  was  likewife  the  cafe  with  the  loth,  25th,  and  other 
regiments.  It  was  only  alter  our  return  to  St.  George’s 
and  to  Richmond-hill,  after  we  had  communication  with 
the  C8th  regiment  and  the  general  hofpitals,  where  the 
yellow  fever  had  for  many  months  prevailed,  that  it 
appeared  in  the  88th,  and  in  the  other  corps.”  I next 
pointed  out  the  manifeft  difcordance  between  this  latter 
ftatement,  and  the  evidence  which  its  author  gave  before 
the  commiflioners  j and  this  I did  in  the  following  terms'. 

Now  it  is  well  known  that  the  windvJard  or  eajl.ern 
■ parts  of  the  iflands  in  the  Weft  Indies,  are  generally 
the  mojl  healthy^  and  Dr.  M‘Grigor  in  the  work  before 


Here  the  commiflioners  have  erroncoufly  fubftituted  Mar- 
tinique for  St,  George’s,  the  chief  town  in  Grenada, 
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US,  naturally  and  juftly  afcribed  the  abfence  of  difeafe 
among  the  regiments  before  mentioned  Jolely  to  the  cir- 
cumflanceof  their  having  been  Rationed  in  the  windward 
farts  of  Grenada.  He  manifcftly  had  not,  while  writing 
that  work,  the  leaft  idea  of  afcribing  it  to  any  fuperiority 
or  difference  in  the  regimental  over  the  general  hofpital 
treatment : neither  had  he  then  the  fmalleft  difpofition  to 
fufpedl  that  the  fubfequent  mortality  arofe  from  any  fuch 
difference.  He  was,  and  perhaps  now  is,  a believer  in  the 
contagion  of  the  yellow  fever,  and  it  is  to  that  caufe  alone 
that  he,  in  this  work,  intended  to  impute  the  change  in 
queftion.  He  is  far  from  alluding  in  any  way  whatever  to 
any  thing  unfavourable  in  the  treatment  of  the  fick  in 
the  general  hofpitals  at  Grenada  : on  the  contrary,  he 
fays,  the  mortality  refulted,  not  from  treatment  but  from 
a communication  wdth  the  68th  regiment  (which  is  to- 
tally diftindf  from  treatment'')  and  the  general  hofpitals, 
This  I believed,  and  ftill  believe  to  be  a fair  comment 
on  Dr.  M‘Grigor's  text.  He  particularly  conneds  the 
continuance  of  health  in  the  different  corps  w’ith  their 
continuance  at  “ the  windward  fide  of  the  ifland,”  mak- 
ing the  former  to  depend  on  the  latter,  as  caufe  and  ef- 
fect ; and  in  conformity  with  his  notions  of  the  contagi- 
ous quality  of  the  ye'low  fever,  he  confiders  their  fubfe- 
quent ficknefs  as  an  effefl  of  their  removal  to  St.  George’s 
and  Richmond  Hill,  which  produced  their  communica- 
tion with  the  68th  regiment,  and  with  the  general  hofpi- 
tals, for  communication  alone  would  not  create  difeafe 
where  contagion  did  notexift.  This  clear  and  intelligi- 
ble language,  Dr.  M‘Grigor  has  chofen  to  perplex  by  a 
mafs  of  abfurdity  and  contradiction  interpofed,  as  the  cut- 
tle-fifli  interjefis  its  atramental  fecretion,  to  produce  ob- 
fcLirity  and  to  render  itfelf  invifible.  He  charges  me 
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•with  commenting  on  his  ftatement  in  a difingenuous  man- 
ner,  endeavouring  “ to  imprefs  the  commiffioners  with  a 
belief  that  he  now  reprefents  the  treatment  in  regimental 
to  be  fuperior  to  that  in  general  hofpitals,  and  that  he,  at 
the  period  alluded  to,  entertained  no  fuch  opinion.”'Made 
fenfiblebymy  comment  of  the  inconfiftency  between  his 
book  and  his  evidence,  and  anxious  to  elude  it.  Dr. 
M‘Grigor  tells  the  commiffioners  that  “ if  they  will  take 
the  trouble  to  re-perufe  the  paffage  from  his  Medical 
Sketches,  they  cannot  fail  to  perceive  that  not  a mg  c 

fyllable  is  faid  concerning  the  treatment  in  either  of  the  e 
hofpitals-no  opinion  advanced  in  regard  to  their  compa- 
rative advantages  in  refpeift  of  treatment.”  By  this  true, 
though  inconfiderate  declaration,  he  unintentionally  con- 
firms the  accuracy  of  what  1 had  ftated  to  be  his  opinions 
while  writing  that  work,  and  then  he  has  the  confidence 
to  make  the  following  affertion,  “ nor  have  I,  on  any  occa- 
hon  whauver,  expreffed  any  opinion  on  the  point  It  is 
the  fyftem  itfelf”  (meaning  the  fyllem  on  which  gene- 
ral  hofpitals  are  eftablifted  orcondufled)  “ and  not  the 
praaitioners  or  the  treatment  that  1 have  uniformly  a - 
failed.”*  In  this  affertion  Dr.  M'Grigor  advances  an 


n Befides  the  acknowledgement  which  thefe  words  convey. 

Dr.  M'Grigor  has  thought  it  proper  to  (late  in  P- 7-  ° 
Letter  that ‘‘  it  was  not  his  intention  to  impeach  either  the  .a 
rents  or  the  attention  of  the  medical  officers  in  ‘he  general 
hofpitals.”  He  may  perhaps  after  reading  my  pa 
have  repented  of  having  advanced  fo  untenable  and  inci  edible 
an  opinion  as  that  the  fick  (liould  have  worfe  medical  treamie 

under  phyficians  and  furgeonswi.h  fuperior  qualifications  in  ge. 

neral  hofpitals,  than  under  the  regimental  furgeons,  and  m 
therefore  wi(h  to  have  it  believed  that  he  only  objected  to  the 
“ fvftem  itfelf”  and  not  “ the  praaitioners  or  the  treatmer.  . 
though  1 confers  myfelf  unable  to  comprehend  what  he  means 
by  a fyfiera  for  hofpitals  which  has  no  conneaion  with 


heavy  accufalion  againft  the  comm Iflioncrs ; for  they  have 
certainly  ftated  inthepa(Tage  already  quoted  from  p.  22« 
of  the  Fifth  Report,  that  Dr.  M‘Grigor  had  “ noticed’* 
in  various  places  “ the  fuperiority  of  the  regimental  over 
the  general  hofpitals  in  refpe6l  oi treatment  of  the  fick 
and  he  now  declares  pofitively  in  the  face  of  the  commif- 
fioners,that“  he  has  noton  anyoccafion  whatever  expref- 
fed  any  opinion  on  the  comparative  advantages  of  thcfe 
two  kinds  of  hofpitals  in  refpe6l  oUreatment he  muft 
therefore  be  regarded  as  publicly  accufing  them  of  no 
lefs  than  perverting  his  true  meaning  and  conveying  a 
mif-reprefentation  of  his  fentiments  on  an  important  fub- 
jea  to  the  foot  of  the  throne,  and  to  both  houfes  of  parlia- 
ment. But  although  the  commiffioners  have  on  feveral 
occafions  mif-interpreted  the  evidence  of  fome  of  the  wit- 
neffes  examined  by  them,  as  has  been  (hewn  by  Mr. 
Keateand  myfelf  in  our  late  publications,  I am  happy  in 
believing  them  to  be  blamelefs  in  the  point  on  which 
they  are  now  at  iffue  with  Dr.  M‘Grigor.  They  had 
indeed  imbibed  from  Dr.  Jackfon  and  others  very  errone- 
ous notions  about  ‘‘  army  difeafes”  and  “ army  medical 
praaice”  and  they  had  imagined  that  thefe  difeafes  and 
thispraaicc  could  not  be  properly  underflood  andconduacd 
in  any  hutregimcntal  hofpitals;  and  it  was  with  thefe  impref. 
fions  on  thei r minds,  and  with  the  expc6tation  of  obtaining 
a full  confirmation  of  them  from  Dr.  xM'Grigor  and  Mr. 
Borland,  that  they  put  to  the  former  the  25th  quefiion  in 


praaitioners  or  the  treatment  of  the  fick.”  Dut  Avhatever  may 
be  the  motive  wh’ch  kd  to  thefe  acknowledgements  as  adls  of 
juftice,  I am  not  tiifpokd  to  take  any  ad  vantage  from  them  ; for 
asinculpations  coming  from  Dr.  M‘Grigor  could  give  noferious 
concern  to  the  medical  officers  of  general  hofpitais,  fo  his  rccam 
laiiuns  can  ulford  no  gratification. 
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Appendix,  No.  30,  and  to  the  latter  the  6th  queftlon  m 
App.  No.  23.  A.  Having  therefore  the  treatment  of  the 
fick  in  view,  while  examining  thofe  officers, they  neceffa- 
Tily  referred  the  anfwers  given  to  their  queffions  to  fach 
treatment  alone,  and  have  naturally  and  properly  reported 
them  in  that  fenle.  If  it  he  vexing  for  the  commiffion- 
€rs  to  be  now  arraigned  in  this  public  manner  by  onewhom 
they  have  cheriffied  and  over-valued,  it  will  at  lea  ft  be 
confoling  to  them  that  his  charge  may  eafily  be  repelled 
by  merely  quot  ng  his  own  words  againft  himfelf.  Dr- 
M‘Grigorinp.  19.  of  his  Letter  profeffing  to  give  the 
queftion  which  the  commiilioners  had  put  to  him  on  this 
particular  fubje6f  writes  thus  ; “ In  anfwer  to  your  quef- 
tion ‘ whether  1 had  obferved  the  comparative  advan- 
tages of  the  treatment  of  the  fick  in  general  and  regimental 
hofpitals  in  the  Weft  Indies,*  I told  you  that  I had. 
Now  it  will  be  perceived  that  he  has  here  mif-quoted  their* 
queftion;  for  he  fubftltutes  the  words  the  treatment 
of  the  fick’*  inftead  of  the  words  which  they  had  ufed  i.  c. 
“ taking  care  of  the  fick  regimentally”  (which  laft  words 
, might  admit  in  fome  degree  of  the  equivocation  to  which 
Dr.  M‘Grigor  has  recourfe,)  and  by  this  fimple  fubftitu- 
tion  he  has  unwittingly  proved  that  he  underftood  the 
queftion  in  the  fenfe  of  the  commiffioners,  1.  e.  as  relating 
purely  to  “ the  treatment  of  the  fick,  * and  has  convidled 
himfelf  of  prevarication  and  marked  dilrefpedl  towards 
gentlemen  afling  under  the'  high  authority  of  Parliamen", 
Befides  the  difagreement  already  noticed  between  Dr. 
M^Grigor’s  teftimony  as  delivered  to  the  Commiffioners, 
and  his  account  of  iheficknefs  and  mortality  in  Grenada 
as  publiffied  by  him  in  the  year  1804,  I had  alleged  at 
p.  40  of  my  Letter,  ‘‘  that  there  was  in  reality  no  room  or 
foundation  for  any  fuch  comparifon,**  as  Dr.  M‘Grigor 
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pretended  to  have  made  between  the  general  and  the  re- 
gimental hofpitals  in  that  ifland.  In  oppofition  to  this, 
after  mentioning  his  arrival  at  Grenada  on  the  4th  of 
March,  he  afferts  p.  36,  that  “ when  the  army  took  the 
£eld,  (which  was  near  the  end  of  that  month,)  he  “ as 
fenior  furgeon  was  appointed  to  the  fupermtendance  of  all 
the  military  hofpitaU  ; and  that  during  this  period  he  had 
many  and  various  opportunities  of  obferving  thefuperiority 
of  regimental  hofpitals.’'  But  inftead  of  giving  any  in- 
fiances or  explanation  to  render  the  truth  of  this  naked 
aflertion  probable  or  in  any  degree  credible,  he  proceeds, 
p.  36  and  37,  to  employ  vehement  and  opprobious  lan- 
guage as  a means  of  fupplying  hisabfolute  want  of  either 
fa(Sl  or  argument  to  eflablifli  his  affertions.  I will  not 
here  retaliate  by  charging  him  with  pofitive  fallhood,  but 
I muft  fay  that  I cannot  difeover  any  appearance  or  pof- 
fibility  of  truth  in  either  the  former  or  latter  of  thefc 
ftatements.  At  the  time  when  he  pretends  to  have  been 

appointed  to  fuperintend  all  the  military  hsfpitalsy  Mr. 

/ 

Horne  was  garrifon  furgeon  at  Grenada,  and  as  fuch 
he  muft  have  been  fuperior  to  every  regimental  furgeon  ; 
he,  therefore,  and  not  Dr.  M^Grigor  muft  have  had  the 
diredfion  of  all  the  military  hofpitals,  until  the  arrival  of 
Pr.  Riollay,  (phyfician  to  the  forces,)  who  reached  Gre- 
nada I believe  in  about  a fortnight  after,  and  brought 
with  him  a ftalF-furgeon  and  an  apothecary,  with  feveral 
hofpital  mates  ; and  thefe  were  foon  followed  by  Dr. 
Roberts,  another  army  phyfician,  (who  reached  Grenada 
on  the  14th  May,)  attended  alfo  by  a ftafF- furgeon,  an 
apothecary  and  hofpital  mates  ; fo  that  during  a confider- 
^ble  part  of  the  time  mentioned  by  Dr.  M'Grigor,  there 
were  in  Grenada  at  leaft /even  medical  officers,  who  were 
his  fuperiors,  and  Dr.  Roberts  particularly  mentions  in  a 


4] 


letter  to  me,  dated  the  loth  of  June  laft,  that  previous  to 
liis^rrival,  Mr.  Horne  the  garrifon  furgeon,  had,  in  the 
cxercife  of  his  official  duties,  made  feveral  vifits  to  La 
BayejVfhQXt  Dr.  M‘Grigor  was  employed  (atxhe  windward 
part  of  the  ifland),  and  where  during  thefe  vifits  he  muft 
have  fuperfeded  Dr,  M‘Grigor  in  the  alleged  fuperin- 
tendance  even  of  the  field  hofpitals,  (fuch  as  they  were) 
at  that  place  ; and  Dr.  M^Grigor  will  therefore  probably 
find  it  difficult  to  perfuadeany  one  who  reads  this  ftate- 
ment,  of  his  having  in  the  year  1796  been  the  fuperinten* 
dant  or  dircdlor  of  all  the  military  hofpitals  at  Grenada, 
In  regard  to  Dr.  M‘Grigor's  “ many  and  various  oppor- 
tunities of  obferving  the  fuperiority  of  regimental  hofpi- 
tals*’at  Grenada,  he  has  not  condefcended  to  give  us  the 
leaft  information  ; a circumftance  which  to  every  refle61:- 
ing  mind  will  appear  to  warrant  conclufions  very  unfa- 
vourable to  his  veracity.  Dr.  M^Grigor  had  particularly 
felefted  Grenada  as*  one  of  two  places  in  which  the  pre- 
tended fuperiority  of  regimental  hofpitals  had  been 
decifively  manifefted  to  his  obfervation  and  ex- 
perience ; and  it  therefore  was  a duty  which  he 
owed  to  truth  and  to  his  own  character,  when  his 
affertions  on  this  fubje6l  were  publicly  dlfputed 
by  me,  to  have  Hated  the  principal  facls  and  rea- 
i'ons  which  had  convinced  him  of  the  fuperiority  in  quef- 
tion  ; for  his  own  private  convidion,  were  it  ever  fo 
finccrc,  could  afford  no  evidence  to  others ; becaufe  men 
are  often  found  to  rcafon  ill,  and  to  believe  what  is  not 
true,  either  from  a particular  mental  bias,  or  prejudice, 
or  from  defed  of  intelled,  or  from  not  knowing  how  to 
reafon  properly  ; and  on  a matter  of  fo  much  importance, 
it  mightbejuftly  cxpeded  and  required  of  Dr.  M‘Grigor, 
that  he  (hould  fairly  communicate,  and  enable  others  to 

G 


42 


y 


examine  and  appreciate,  the  fa6^s  and  reafons  whence  he 
had  deduced  his  conclufions  in  favour  of  regimental 
hofpitals  ; and  1 cannot  help  thinking  that  he  would  have 
done  fo,  if  he  had  believed  them  capable  of  bearing  ex- 
amination, and  of  warranting  His  conclufions.  In  fuch 
circumftances  it  cannot  be  incumbent  on  me  to  dif- 
prove  by  negative  evidence,  an  afifertion  which  Dr, 
M‘Grig(?rou  ght  to  have  fupported  by  affirmative  or 
pofitive  teftimony;  I will  however  readily  undertake 
to  demonftrate  the  utter  impofiTibility  of  Dr.  M‘Gri- 
gor*s  having  had  “ many  and  various  opportunities  as 
he  pretends,  of  obferving  the  comparative  advantage  of 
taking  care  of  the  fick  reglmentally,  Inffiad  of  fending 
them  to  general  hofpitals.*’  I have  already  mentioned 
atp.  7,  that  to  obferve  and  afeertain  the  advantages  of 
one  fpecies  of  hofpital  as  compared  with  another,  both 
ought  to  be  placed  exaftly  in  fimilar  circumftances  with 
patients  of  the  fame  ages,  conftitution,  and  in  the  fame 
ifages  of  the  fame  difeafes  ^ and  that  the  obferver  ought 
to  have  had  frequent  and  equal  opportunities  of  ac- 
curately obferving  both,  with  various  other  requifites 
there  deferibed.  But  certainly  nothing  like  this  occurred 
in  Grenada.— Whilft  Dr.  M‘Grigor  with  his  little  de- 
tachment of  145  men  was  in  the  field  at  the  windward 
part  'of  the  ifland,  he  was  too  remote  to  fee  or  know 
what  occurred  in  the  only  general  hofpitals  of  the  ifland, 
i.  e.  thofe  which  were  at  or  adjoining  to  the  town  of  St. 
George,  and  which  differed  in  every  refpeB  as  much  as 
poffible  from  the  tents  or  huts  in  which  alone  the  lick 
under  Dr.  M'Grigor’s  care  or  obfervation  were  accom- 
modated ; the  latter  were  in  a comparatively  cool  and 
healthy  part  of  the  ifland,  whilft  the  general  hofpitals, 
though  large  and  commodious  were  placed  in  very  in- 
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falubrlous  fitiiations ; their  difeafes  alfo  were  very  dif- 
fimilar,  efpecially  in  regard  to  the  yellow  fever,  which 
prevailed  at  St.  George’s,  and  in  the  general  hofpital, 
but  had  not  appeared  in  that  part  of  the  iHand  where 
Pr.  M'Grigor  was  Rationed.  Yet  even  in  that  healthy 
fituation,  and  with  only  that  trifling  mortality  which 
he  mentions  in  his  evidence  to  the  commiffioners,  he 
thought  proper,  as  I am  well  informed,  to  fend  a con- 
fiderable  number  of  men  of  his  detachment,  and  I 
believe  all  thofe  that  were  dangeroufly  ill,  to  the  general 
hofpitals  of  mount  Cardigan  and  St.  George  s ; a pro- 
ceeding utterly  inexcufable  if  he  then  believed  in  the 
alleged  fuperiority  of  the  regimental  hofpitals,  and 
repugnant  alfo  to  his  evidence,  as  ftated  in  the  Report 
of  the  Commiffioners  ; in  which  he  reprefents  the  Tick 
as  having  been  treated  regimentally  while  the  army 
continued  in  the  field,  and  as  having  only  been  fent  to 
general  hofpitals  when  the  army  returned  to  quarters. 
It  muft  be  evident,  therefore,  for  many  reafons  that 
while  the  army  hpt  the  JieldT>K.  M‘G  rigor  could  not  have 
had  the  fmalleft  opportunity  of  afeertaining  by  any  com- 
parative obfervations  the  alleged  advantages  of  regi- 
mental over  general  hofpitals.  And  after  the  troops 
returned  to  quarters,  about  the  end  of  June, there  was  if 
poffible  even  lefs  opportunity  ; for  then,  as  he  tells  us, 
the  Tick  generally  were  ordered  to  the  general  hofpitals, 
and  the  88th  certainly  had  no  regimental  holpital  to 
ferve  as  a point  of  comparifon,  which  was  the  cafe  alfo 
with  other  regiments, though  not  perhaps  with  every  one  ; 
but  if  any  of  them  did  eflablifh  regimental  hofpitals, 
after  returning  to  quarters,  this  could  have  happened 
only  a few  days  before  the  time  when,  as  Dr.  M‘Grigor 
informs  us,  he  embarked  for  England ; and  even  during 
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this  interval  (much  too  Jhort  for  any  ufeful  cotriparifon) 
Dr.  M'Grigor  does  not  appear  to  have  done  duty  in  any 
regimental  hofpital,  and  he  certainly  did  not  in  any 
general. 

In  giving  his  evidence  to  the  commiffioners.  Dr. 
M Giigor  declared  that  when  the  fick  were  ordered  to 
general  hofpitals  after  the  return  of  the  army  to  quarters, 
, then  the  mortality  was  very  confiderable  indeed.’^ 
This,  fuppofing  the  aflertion  to  be  true,  would  prove 
nothing  in  favour  of  the  regimental  hofpitals,  becaufe 
the  yellow  fever,  which  had  not  appeared  among  the 
troops  in  the  field  was  then  prevalent  at  St.  George's, 
and  in  the  neighbouring  forts ; and  it  is  well  known  that 
a large  portion  of  thofe  who  are  attacked  this  fever  die 
of  it,  whether  in  hofpitals  or  private  houfes.  But  even 
this  lafl:  aflertion  of  Dr.  M^Grigor,  fo  far  as  regards  his 
own  regiment  at  leaft,  is  denied  by  Dr.  Roberts,  who 
in  his  letter  of  the  loth  of  June,  flates  from  the  official 
documents  in  his  pofTeflion,  that  the  number  of  fick  of 
the  88ih,  who  were  admitted  into  the  general  hofpital  at 
St.  George’s  after  his  arrival  there,  amounted  to  eighty- 
one  ; and  of  thefe,“fays  he,’’  feventy-two  were  returned 
cured.’  Whence  it  appears  that  the  mortality  was  in 
the  ratio  of  only  one  in  nine  patients,  and  this,  where 
the  yellow  fever  prevails,  is  a very  moderate  proportion. 
He  adds,  that  during  the  fame  period  the  68th  regi- 
ment (accufcd  unjuflly  by  Dr.  AI'Grigor  of  infeaing 
the  88th)  fent  into  the  general  hofpital  (for  it  had  li- 
terally  no  regimental  hofpital)  fifty  men,  of  whom  forty- 
three  returned  cured.  Probably  thefe  fadfs  and  obfer- 
vations  will  be  deemed  more  than  fufficient  to  refute  this 
part  ofDr,  M‘Grigor’s  teflimony,  and  therefore  I fliall 
abandon  the  fubjedl  and  leave  him  to  rcficc}  upon 


45 


It,  and  upon  the  reputation  which  this,  with  other  affer- 
tions  on  oath,  are  likely  to  procure  for  him  ; and  proceed 
to  entertain  iny  readers  with  an  extraordinary  though  not 
fblitary,  inhance  of  Dr.  M‘Grigor*s  dexterity  in  fabri- 
cating untruths,  and  attributing  them  to  me,  in  order  to 
procure  a pretext  for  charging  me  with  falfehood. 

The  fabrication  to  which  I now  allude  is  that  wherein 
he  charges  me  with  having  in  my  letter  to  the  commiflion- 
ers,afr?rted  that  his  firft  arrival  at  Grenada  was  only  in  the 
month  of  June  and  not  in  March  1796,  as  it  appears  to 
have  been.  The  fad  however  is,  that  I did  not  in  that 
letter  mention  or  even  hint  at  the  time  when  I fuppofed 
or  underftood  him  to  have  arrived  there ; I dated  on  his 
own  authority  the  time  when  he  left  Grenada,  but  took 
no  notice  ot  that  at  which  I conceived  him  to  have  ar- 
rived, I was  indeed  fo  completely  referved  on  this  fub- 
jed,  that  if  he  had  been  an  indigenous  produdion  of 
that  illand,  and  had  darted  up  like  a toaddool  in  fomc 
uncultivated  part  of  it,  he  would  have  found  nothing 
mentioned  to  the  contrary  in  my  letter ; yet  upon  this 
gratuitous  adTumptlon  of  my  having  aderted  that  he  had 
arrived  at  Grenada  in  the  month  of  June  he  addrefles  me 

P*  34  a^ojirophe  ! which  as  a fpecimen  and  illuf- 
tration  of  his  regard  for  truth,  decency  of  dile,  and 
good  manners,  1 fhall  fubjoin  in  a note,*  not  choodng  to 


• “ But,  Sir  (pardon  me,  gentlemen,  if  I addrefs  myfelf  to 
him  for  a moment)  where  or  wlunce  did  you  learn  that  I ar- 
rived atGrcnada  in  the  beginning  of  June  ? Who, or  what, Is 
your  authority  for  this  alTertion  ? who  told  you  this  important 
fact,  which  has  excited  in  your  bieaft  fo  great  a degree  of  cu- 
jiofity,  and  on  which  hangs  the  whole  of  your  argument,  and 
your  ftill  more  deteftable  charge.  No  man,  I venture  to  affirm, 
ever  gave  you  fuch  information.  The  difeovery  is  wholly 
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acJmit  fuch  language  into  my  text^  Again  at  p.  36  Dr, 
M‘Grigor  fabricates  another  falfehood  for  the  fake  of 
imputing  it  to  me,  and  pretends  that  I,  (in  my  Letter  to 
the  Commiflioners)  had  falfcly  afferted  that  his  Hay  inGre- 
nadawasonly  ‘‘  for  five  or  fix  weeks  though  in  this,  asin 
*he  former  cafe,  I neither  afiferted,  nor  intimated,  any 
thing  on  the  fubjeft;  and  then  after  vehemently  contra- 
d icSling  this  (his  own)  fabricated  mifreprefentation,  he 
indulges  himfelf,  in  another  efFufion  of  outrageous  lan- 
guage which  is  alfo  fubjoined  in  a note* *.  I mufi:  leave 
my  readers  to  judge  of  the  deferts  of  a man,  who  without 
provocation,  truth,  or  reafon,  can  condefeend  to  employ 
fuch  language  ; my  own  opinion  of  his  deferts  will  be 


your  own,  and,  Sir,  what  fliall  we  fay  of  your  pretended  can* 
dour,  and  refpe6l  for  truth  and  chara(ffer,  when  w'e  find  you 
cither  wilfully  fabricating,  or  carelefsly  alTuming  dates  to  fuit 
your  own  purpofes,  giving  on  my  authority  a ftatement  which 
I never  warranted,and  which  is  difgracefully  incorrect  ? 

“ I arrived,  be  it  known  to  you,  in  Grenada  on  the  4th  of 
March,  and  not  in  June,  asyoufalfely  (late,  and  while  I thus  cor- 
re^ft  your  error,  and  reprobate  the  motives  in  which  it  feems 
to  have  originated,  I blufli  for  the  man  who  is  capable  of 
committing  it.*’ 

* “ Now,  gentlemen,  the  fact  is,  that  my  fiay  there  w'as  not  for 
five  or  fix  weeks.,  as  he  falfely  ajfcrts^  but  for  four  or  five  months ; 
and  had  Dr.  Bancroft’s  mifftatement  been  made  for  any  otlier 
than  the  infidious  purpofe  of  wounding  my  charairter,  vilifying 
your  labours,  and  milleading  the  public  mind,  I fiiould  have 
treated  it  with  that  indulgence,  which  the  fallibility  of  our 
nature,  and  the  principles  of  charity  require  us  to  exercife. 
But  when  1 contemplate  the  purpofe,  which  this  ftatement  fub- 
ferves;  when  I regard  the  motives  in  w’hichit  appears  to  origi- 
nate ; my  indignation  fwellsagainft  the  audacity  of  its  author  : 
and  I am  compelled  to  tell  him  publicly  the  moft  unpleafant 
®f  all  truths,  that  in  endeavouring  to  fix  on  me,  the  vileftof  all 
charges,  he  has  himfelf  afterted  a moft  palpable  falfehood.” 
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found  at  the  coneJufm  of  this  part  of  my  prefent  publica- 
tion. 

To  exhauft  the  patience  of  my  reader  as  little  as  pof- 
lible,  I fliall  pafs  over  nearly  feven  pages  of  Dr. 
M‘Grigor’s  letter,  containing  what  he  probably  fuppofed 
to  be  argument,  but  nothing  which  requires  particular 
notice  from  me,  (or  which  it  can  be  expedient  for  me  to 
difeufs  with  fuch  an  opponent)  and  (hall  proceed  to  exa- 
mine thofe  ftatements  by  which  he  has  endeavoured  to 
retaliate  for  my  animadverfions  on  his  evidence  concern- 
ing the  detachment  of  the  Eaft  Indian  army  which  fer- 
ved  in  Egypt  in  i8oi.  At  page  6i  of  my  Letter  to  the 
Commiflioners  I had  requefted  “ permiflion  to  correG:  an 
error  into  which  they  had  been  led’'  while  ^fpeaking  of 
that  detachment.  You  have  mentioned,’'  faid  I to 
thefe  gentlemen,  “ in  terms  of  applaufe  that  the  fmall 
medical  eftablilhment  which  then  belonged  to  the  Indian 
army  (confifting  with  the  exception  of  Dr.  M‘Grigor 
and  a ftore-keeper,  of  only  the  ufual  regimental  medical 
officers)  “ were  fully  competent  to  the  charge  of  their 
own  fick,"  page  24  of  your  Report.  Thefe  which  arc 
theprecife  words  of  the  Report  I had  quoted  as  fuch,  dif- 
tinguiffiing  them  by  inverted  commas  as  is  ufual,  without 
enquiring  how  far  they  were  in  ftri^I  conformity  with 
Dr.  M‘Grigor’s  evidence.  He  however  feizes  this  as 
another  opportunity  of  fabricating  untruths  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  aferibing  them  to  me,  as  he  did  in  the  other  in- 
ftances  juft  adduced.  “ The  dodfor  next  aflerts”  (fays  he 
in  page  44)  ‘‘  that  I affirmed  in  evidence  that  the  medical 
cftablifhment  of  the  Indian  army  in  Egypt  was  fully 
competent  to  the  care  of  their  5wn  fick.  Here  (he  adds) 
is  another  of  his  unaccountable  mifftatements.  A re- 
ference to  my  evidence  will  convince  any  reader,  the 


48 


do8or  himfelf  perhaps  excepted,  that  T made  no  fuch  af- 
fertion.*'  Whether  or  not  Dr.  M^Grlgor’s  evidence 
cxaftly  warranted  the  account  which  the  Commithoners 
have  given  of  it  is  a point  which  he  may  conteft  with  them 
if  he  pleafes  ; but  it  is  at  leaft  clear  that,  had  truth 
been  of  any  importance  to  him,  he  would  not  have  char- 
ged me  with  a mifftatement,  which,  if  it  exift,  is  foreign 
to  me,  and  belongs  wholly  to  them  ; for  I gave  the  pre- 
cife  words  of  the  Commiflioners  as  being  their  own  words, 
and  not  as  being  the  words  of  Dr.  M'Grigor.  I cannot 
however  avoid  here  exprefling  my  opinion  that  the  Com- 
milTioners  were  fufficiently  warranted,  by  his  evidence,  in 
their  account  of  it ; for  Dr.  M‘Grigor,  after  having  flated 
that  when  the  hofpital  flaff,  (which  was  fent  from  England 
by  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  and  had  been  attached  to  the 
Indian  army  for  a few  months,)  was  removed  from  the 
Indian,  and  remanded  to  the  Britifh,  army,  he  “ re- 
fumed the  fuperintendence  of  the  medical  department  of 
the  Indian  army,  the  regimental  furgeons  taking  care  of 
their  own  fick  as  before,’’^  informed  the  Commiflioners,  in 
anfwer  to  their  24th  queflion,  that,  “ from  the  experi- 
ence which  he  had  of  this  fyftem,’’  (i.  e.  the  fyftem  on 
which  the  medical  department  of  the  Eaft  India  Compa- 
ny’s army  is  condu61ed.)  ‘Muring  his  fervice  with  the  In- 
dian army,  he  was  of  opinion,  if  a Jimilar  fyflem  was 
adopted  generally  in  the  Britilh  array  when  on  foreign 
nations,  that  it  would  be  beneficial  to  the  public 
only  ‘‘  making  proviflon  for  an  extraordinary  niim* 
her  of  wounded  men”  and  as  it  would  have  been  ab- 
furd  to  fuppofe  that  he  could  have  recommended  the  adop- 
tion of  that  fyftem  unlefs  he  had  been  perfuaded  that  the 
medical  department  provided  by  it  were  adequate  to  their 
duties,  the  Commiflioners  might  have  concluded  from 
his  former  anfwer,  that  the  (mail  medical  eilablifhment 
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of  the  Indian  army  in  Egypt  tvhlch  had  no  wounded,  were 
fully  competent  to  the  charge  of  their  own  fick.’* 

It  is  curious  to  obferve  the  facility  with  which  Dr. 
M‘Grigorand  his  co-adjutors  abjure  their  own  ftatements 
when  proved  to  be  incorreft,  and  thereby  furnilh  grounds 
for  charging  the  Commiflioners  with  having  mlfrepre- 
fented  their  aflertions,  notwithftanding  the  profeflions  of 
cfteem  that  have  been  publicly  interchanged  between 
thefe  gentlemen.  But  the  mode  in  which  Dr. 
M‘Grigor  endeavours  to  palliate  a fingular  deviation 
from  truth,  in  a part  of  his  evidence  conne6led  with  the 
prefent  fubjedf,  is  particularly  worthy  of  notice,  and  is 
likely  to  excite  in  the  mind  of  the  reader  other  emotions 
befides  curiolity.  He  was  eager  to  difparage  the  exifting 
medical  fyftem  of  the  army,  to  inculpate  the  then  medi- 
cal board,(of  which  Mr.  Knight  was  not  a memberV  that 
time)  and  to  imprefs  the  Commiflioners  with  an  high 
notion  of  his  “ experienced  and  judicious  management 
of  the  medical  department’*  in  Egypt,  (in  which  laftobjea: 
he  appears  to  have  fucceeded  to  his  wifhes)  by  bringing 
that  fyftem  into  contraft  with  the  fyftem  of  theEaft  Indian 
army,  upon  his  own  reprefentations ; and  when  the  Com- 
iniffioners  put  to  him  their  2oth  queftion,  viz.  “ When 
you  was  at  the  head  of  the  medical  ftafF of  theindian  army 
Jent  from  Bombay  to  Egypt  in  i8oi,  what  was  the  medi- 
cal eftablifliment  belonging  to  that  army  he  took  this 
occafion  (treading  in  the  footfteps  of  Mr.  Borland,  fee  p. 
43  of  my  Letter,)  to  wander  from  the  fubjedt,  which  re- 
lated Amply  to  the  army  Jent  from  Bombay,  and  to  obtrude 
into  his  anfwer  an  account  of  a medical  ftaflP  belonging  to 
force  which  had  been  fentfrom  England  under  Sir 
Samuel  Auchmuty;  and  it  is  the  mifreprefentation  of  fadls 
contained  in  that  account  which  he  attempts  to  palliate, 
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as  I am  about  to  explain.  His  words  are  thefe,  vh. 
About  a month  after  our  landing  at  Kofleir,”  (which 
happened  in  June,  i8oi,)  we  were  joined  by  a conrr- 
plete  medical  eftablifhment,  amounting  to  between 
twenty  and  thirty  in  number,  fent  from  England  by  the 
way  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  who  took  the  charge 
of  the  medical  department  of  our  army,'^  Now  the 
official  documents  publifhed  by  Mr.  Keate  (in  p.  39 
of  his  Obfervations  on  the  Fifth  Report,)  prove  that, 
infiead  of  being  “ complete/'  this  llafF  was  incomplete, 
from  having  no  army  phyfician  in  it  j and  that,  infteac| 
of  “ amounting  to  between  twenty  and  thirty  perjons  in 
number,"  it  confided  in  all,"  fays  Mr.  Keate,  “ of 
hut  eight  perfons,  viz.  one  infpeftor,  one  purveyor,  one 
furgeon,  one  apothecary,  three  hofpital  mates,  and  a pur- 
veyor’s clerk."  Dr.  M‘Grigor  afterwards  tells  the  Com- 
miffioners  that  “ with  this  ftafF there  was  fent  out  z,  very 
quantity  of  medical  and  purveyor's  flores,  including 
much  wine,  fent  out  in  two  tranfports  whereas  the 
quantity  of  thofe  flores  was  very  /mail,  for  it  was  but  one 
year’s  fupply  for  a force  of  only  2500,  that  force  being 
one  of  the  weakeft  expeditions  in  point  of  number  that 
are  ufually  fent  from  this  country,  and  the  ftores  being 
the  leajl  quantity  which  could  with  propriety  be  fent  with 
troops  going  on  a fecret  fervice  to  fome  part  of  the 
Eaft,  which  was  all  .the  information  that  was  communi- 
cated on  the  fubjeft  to  thofe  who  provided  the  ftaff  and 
the  ftores.  Inftead  moreover  of  “ much  wine"  being  in- 
cluded in  thofe  ftores,  “ there  does  not  appear,"  fays  Mr. 
Keate,  to  have  been  a /ingle  bottle  of  wine  fent  from  this 
country  and  inftead  of  the  ftores  having  been  fent 
out  in  two  tranfports,"  they  were  fhipped  on  board  of 
three  tranfports,  “ not  on  account  of  their  bulk/*  as  Mr. 
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Kcate  informs  us,  “ but  for  greater  fafety.^*  By  thefc 
<Sxtra£ls  from  Dr.  M'Grigor's  evidence, and  the  authentic 
Explanations  given  with  them,  it  will  bethought  difficult 
^o  comprefs  a greater  variety  or  mafs  of  mifreprefentation 
in  fewer  words,  and  ingenuity  will  probably  be  racked 
in  vain  to  difcover  any  reafonable  excufe  for  it.  Had  the 
flatement  been  made  undejigntdly ^ and  upon  information 
derived  from  others,  and  fuppofed  to  be  correft,  it  would 
flill  not  have  been  pardonable,  becaufe  it  was  made  on 
eathy  and  no  one  can  be  warranted  in  afferting  anything 
on  oath  of  which  he  is  not  morally  certain.  But  even 
fhis  weak  apology  cannot  be  offered  in  behalf  of  Df, 
M'Grigor,  who  made  his  ftatement  under  circumftances 
very  different  from  thefe  ; for  there  are  politive  proofs 
of  his  having  had  diredlperfonal  communication  with,  and 
therefore  knowledge  of,  fix  out  of  the  eight  perfons  com- 
pofing  the  ftaff  fent  from  England,  viz.  the  infpedfor. 
Dr.  Shapter,  under  whofe  orders  he  adled  for  feveraj 
months ; the  purveyor  and  the  apothecary,  from  both  of 
whom  he  received  for  the  ufe  of  the  Indian  army  the 
ffores  and  medicines  they  had  in  their  charge  ; and  the 
three  hofpitai  mates,  whom  he  retained  for  the  Indian 
fervice  ; and  there  are  befides  the  ftrongeft  grounds  for 
prefuming  that  during  the  march  of  the  army  acrofs  the 
Defart  ot  Arabia  and  their  progrefs  down  the  Nile^ 
(where  he  acknowledges,  in  p.  xii.  of  the  Introduaion 
to  his  Medical  Sketches,  to  have  received  from  this 
Britiffi  ftaff  “ very  ready  accommodation  on  every  occa- 
fion,  compliance  with  every  requeft  for  affiftance,  and 
many  things  of  which  an  army  that  had  traverfed  an 
immenfe  defart  was  neceffarily  deftitute,”Jand  alfo  during 
their  fubfequent  conneaion  at  Rofetta,  he  rnuft  have 
had  frequent  communication  with  the  other  two,  viz. 
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the  'ftafF-frrgeon,  and  the  purveyor’s  clerk,  who  was 
charged  with  the  delivery  of  the  flores.  It  is  thus  not 
credible  that  after  an  intercourfe  of  at  leaft  three  months 
duration,  he  could  have  been  ignorant  that  the  exa6l 
number  of  the  IfafFin  queftion  amounted  to  eight  perfons 
only  ; yet  he  did  not  hefitate  to  declare  on  oath  that  they 
amounted  to  between  twenty  and  thirty  and  having 
made  fo  ferious  and  lamentable  a misftatement,  he  now 
comes  forward*  with  the  moft  perfedl  indifference  to 
fay,  in  p.  53  of  his  Letter,  by  this  ftatement  I have 
fince  underftood  that  I have  confiderably  over-rated  the 
number.  The  error  however  no  wife  affefts  the  general 
queftion.”  What  Dr.  M’Grigor  means  by  a “ge- 
neral queftion”  which  is  no  wife  afFedledby  his  mifrepre- 
fentations,  I am  at  a lofs  to  guefs.  It  is  clear  that  the 
Commiflioners  availed  themfelves  of  the  very  “ circum- 
Ifances”  he  had  ftated  about  the  “ complete  ftafF  fentout 
from  England,”  &c.  believing  them  to  be  true,  and  em- 


* This  is  not  a folitary  inftance  of  Dr.  M'Grigor’s  acknow- 
ledging with  apparent  unconcern  tliat  his  evidence  on  oath  \s 
incorrect,  after  his  error  had  been  difcovered  and  pointed  out 
to  him.  He  found  it  necelTary  to  write  a letter  to  the  Com- 
miflioners for  the  purpofe  of  correftinga  very  injurious,  and 
as  he  admits,  “ a very  material”  mif-flatement  in  his  anfwer 
to  their  4th  queftion  to  him,  which  letter  is  printed  in  Appen- 
dix No.  30.  A.  Upon  this  occaflon  at  leaft  he  ought  cau- 
tioLifly  to  have  adhered  to  truth  ; yet  he  had  the  alTurance  to 
tell  the  Commiflioners  in  his  Letter  that  “ the  prefent  maga- 
zines of  furgical  inftruments  at  Porchefter,  Ifle  of  Wight,  and 
York  Hofpital  are  fufticient  for  all  the  armies  in  Europey<?r  a 
century  which  is  a grofs  exaggeration  ; for  if  the  war  fliall  con- 
tinue for  two  or  three  years  longer,  thefe  magizines  will  pro- 
bably be  found  fo  infufflcient  for  the  Britijh  army  alone,  that 
newfuppliesof  thofe  articles  will  be  required. 
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ployed  them  as  proofs  that  the  general  hofpital 
eftablifhment,  including  the  large  quantities  of  wine, 
medicines  and  purveyor's  (lores  belonging  to  it  which 
ufually  accompany  our  foreign  expeditions,  \sfuperabun» 
danty  if  not  altogether  an  unnecejfary  incumbrance  (fee  p, 
23  of  their  Report,)  and  that  if  they  had  been  acquainted 
with  the  fa£ls  fuch  as  they  were  in  reality,  that  erroneous 
and  dangerous  propofition  would  have  been  without  fup- 
port,  and  they  would  confequently  never  have  adopted  it. 
In  my  mind  the  real  and  the  only  queftion  then  before 
the  CommilTioners  was,  whether  that  eftablilhment  was 
necelTary,  or  whether  our  foldiers  (liould  not  in  future  be 
fent  on  expeditions,  (the  brave  army  in  Portugal,  for 
inftance,  which  has  juft  added  fo  fplendid  a trophy  to  the 
military  glory  of  our  nation,}  without  that  medical  af- 
Hftance,  and  thofe  means  of  relief,  which  had  hitherto 
been  uniformly  found  abfolutely  requilite  for  the  falva- 
tion  of  the  greater  part  of  the  (ick  and  the  wounded, when- 
ever the  troops  had  been  employed  on  adlive  fervice 
againft  the  enemy  ? and  I therefore  confider  Dr.  M‘Gri- 
gor’s  prefent  attempt  to  palliate  his  mifchievous  offence 
againft  truth,  by  pretending  that  his  ftatement  did  not 
affedt  that  highly  important  queftion,  as  fo  deep  an 
aggravation  of  that  offence,  that  I cannot  help  thinking 
with  Mr.  Keate  on  this  fubjedl,  “ that  it  w ill  never  be 
poffible  for  me  to  place  confidence  in  the  teftimony  of 
one  who,  after  fuch  an  injurious  and  extraordinary  mif- 
ftatement,  can  manifeft  fo  much  confidence  and  fo  little 
concern.’' 

In  order  to  remove  the  erroneous  belief  which  the 
commifTioners  had  adopted  concerning  the  ‘‘  full  com- 
petency” of  the  original  medical  eftablifhment  of  the  In- 
dian army  to  the  care  of  their  own  lick,  I made  a few  ob- 
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fervations  in  my  Letter  which  I beg  leave  totranfcribe  and 
infert  in  this  place, viz.  « As,  during  the  expedition, 
the  Indian  army  was  never  engaged  i.  e.  againft 

the  enemy,  but  wasgenerally  kept  together  in  healthy  fta- 
tions,and  fufFered  very  little  ficknefs,the  regimental  fur- 
geons  might  eafily  have  been  **  fully  competent  to  the 
charge  of  their  fick,’*  without  furniOiing  a fair  example 
of  the  inutility  of  the  general  hofpital  fyHem,  which  it 
fecms  intended  that  they  Ihould  do.  The  truth  is,  how- 
ever, that,  moderate  as  the  ficknefs  of  that  army  was  irf 
medical  eftablifiiment  in  queflion  were  not 
**  fully  competent  to  the  charge  of  their  otvn  fick”  as  is  Ha- 
ted. Dr,  M‘Grigor,  on  whofe  Hatement  this  affertion  of 
their  competency  was  made,  has  totally  forgotten  the  dif- 
may  which  pervaded  the  medical  officers  of  theindian  army 
from  the  highejiio  the  loweft,  when  the  plague  was  offi- 
cially reported  by  me  to  exift  in  one  of  the  regiments 
compofing  that  army,  although  that  regiment  was  his 
own,  the  88th  ; he  has  forgotten  too  the  embarraffments 
it  created,  and  the  difficulties  of  procuring  any  of  thofe 
gentlemen  to  affiame  what  he  has  Jince  termed  the  pojl  of 
honour'*  of  his  Medical  Sketches),  and  the  ul- 

timate necejfity  impofed  upon  the  Britiffi  * general  hofpi- 
tal eftabliffimenf  (that  body  which  you  reprobate  on  the 
occafion  of  this  veiy  expedition  as  a ‘ fuperabundant  and 
perhaps  altogether  unneceffiary  incumbrance’)  of  taking 
the  fsle  charge  of  the  plague-patients  of  the  Eajl  Indian 
army.”  Having  made  thefe  obfervations  I concluded 
with  the  following  paragraph  : « I do  not  wiffi  to  excite 
painful  recollections  in  the  minds  of  thofe  whoferved  with 
this  army,  and  I therefore  abllain  from  mentioning  any 
more  of  the  occurrences  of  that  period,  of  which  Dr. 
M Grigor  will  admit  that  I perfortal  knowledge.  My 
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only  objedl  in  dating  the  preceding  fadls  has  been  to  re- 
move your  error  as  to  the  “ full  competency”  of  the  In- 
dian medical  eftablilhment  “ to  the  charge  of  their  own 
fick/’ 

The  explanations  which  I (hall  prefently  offer  will 
prove,  as  I confidently  believe,  that  thefe  obfervations 
are  temperate,  confidering  all  the  circumflances,  and  alfo 
correct  in  every  refpedl : Dr.  M‘Grigor, however, has  been 
extremely  exafperated  at  them,  and  he  controverts  them 
by  fome  affertions  which  are  too  Angular  to  be  palTed 
over  ; and  when  he  notices  the  concluding  paragraph, 
with  an  utter  difregard  for  the  cuftomary  modes  of  dif* 
putation,  he  indulges  himfelfin  an  exclamation*  which 
is  fubjoined,  and  which  probably  few  perfons  will  regard 
as  the  language  of  confeious  approbation.  If  any  candid 
reader  will  be  pleafed  to  perufe  with  attention  the  paf- 
fage  againft  which  this  offenfive  language  was  diredled, 
he  will,  I am  perfuaded,  perceive  that  it  Amply  expreffes 
my  ability  to  ftate  fome  occurrences  connefted  with  th« 
commencement  of  the  plague  in  the  Indian  army, 
which  I thought  likely  to  excite  emotions  of  pain  in  thofe 
who  ferved  with  that  army,  and  my  intention  to  fay 
nothing  on  the  fubjeft  from  refpeft  for  their  feelings ; 
and  he  will  alfo  perceive  that  it  cannot  fairly  be  conftru- 
cd  as  conveying  cenfure  on  any  individual,  much  lefs  as 
containing  any  affafTin-like  inAnuations."  Virulent  lan- 
guage from  Dr.  M^Grigor  I know  how  to  defpife ; but 

* “ Away  with  fiich  dark  and  aflaffin-like  infinuations.  Speak 
out  likea  man.  I am  fully  prepared  to  meet  you.  I challengeyou 
to  ftate  any  onecircumftance  which  can  occafionmethe  leaft  pain 
on  recollection  ; and  to  compel  you,  if  poflible  to  accept  this 
challenge,  I thus  publicly  declare,  that  unlefs  you  do  fpeak  out 
I lhall  regard  you  in  no  better  light,  than  that  of  a malignant 
anddaftardly  aflaflin.*’  p.  51. 
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Accent  regard  for  the  opinion  of  others  makes  it  neeef- 
fary  for  me  to  prove,  by  relating  the  occurrences  to  which 
I then  alluded,  that  I did  really  fupprefs  fa61s  of  painful 
recolle61ion,  I do  not  however  mean  to  accept  the  chal- 
lenge w'hich  my  opponent  gives  me  ‘‘  to  ftate  any  one  cir- 
cumftance  which  can  occafion  him  the  leaji  pain  on  recol- 
Ie£lion,**  for  if  I ever  fuppofed  him  poffeffed  of  humane 
and  virtuous  fenfibilities,  and  therefore  liable  to  be  af- 
fiidfed  at  the  remembrance  of  what  happened  in  Egypt, 
I can  no  longer  entertain  that  fuppofition,  when  I find 
that  neither  the  detedlion  nor  the  recolledlion  of  his  hav- 
ing made  a falfe  and  injurious  ftatement  on  oath,  have 
apparently  occafioned  the  fmalleft  fhame  or  compunftion 
in  his  mind.  It  is  poflible,  however,  that  what  I am  going 
to  relate  may  create  unpleafant  fenfations  in  the  minds 
of  fome  perfons  of  humanity  and  honour  ; and  if  this, 
which  I am  far  from  intending,  fhould  happen,  1 hope 
thefe  perfons  will  refledt  that  what  1 am  about  to  flate  is 
extorted  from  me  under  the  penalty  of  being  confidered 
as  “ a malignant  and  daftardly  affaflin.** 

The  firft  appearance  of  the  plague  in  the  Indian  army 
was  in  two  black  fervants  of  Dr.  M‘Grigor*s  regimental 
hofpital,  one  of  whom  communicated  the  difeafe  within 
a few  hours  after  being  infected  to  the  other,  who  flept 
by  his  fide.  The  date  of  its  appearance  was,  at  the  lateft, 
the  14th  September  1801,  becaufe  the  public  orders  iflued 
on  that  day  by  Major-general  Baird,  who  commanded  the 
Indian  army,  ftate  that  “ one  of  the  followers  of  the  ar- 
my is  fuppofed  to  have  imbibed  the  infeftion,’"  i.  e.  of  the 
plague : I think  it,  however,  very  probable  from  various 
circumftances  that  this  intimation  was  not  given  till  the 
day  after  the  difeafe  was  difcovered,  and  that  the  real 
date  of  that  event  is  the  13th  Sept.  \ but  having  at  pre- 


fent  no  declfive  proof  of  this,  I (hall  alTume  it  to  have 
been  the  14th  ; although  the  concefTion  of  a day  in  the 
date  will  be  found  of  fome  confequencc.  I had  flated  in 
my  letter  that  it  was  by  me  that  the  exillence  of  the  dif- 
order  was  officially  reported  ; and  Dr.  M‘Giigor,  in  no- 
ticing this  part,  gives  a very  unfair  account  of  the  tranf- 
adlion,  viz.  “ Dr.  Bancroft  was  ordered  to  vilit  thofe  pa- 
tients ; he  did  fo,  and — never  faw  them  afterwards.” 
The  obvious  meaning  of  this  paffage  is  that  I was  i?r- 
dered  to  attend  them  in  my  profeffional  capacity,  that  Ifaw 
them  once,  and  that  I difobeyed  my  order  and  neglefled 
my  duty,  by  not  vifiting  them  again.  What  degree  of 
truth  or  liberality  exiffs  in  this  account  will  be  eafily  per- 
ceived from  the  limple  ftatement  of  the  fa6ls  wffiich  I 
fhall  now  give.  Having  come  to  breakfaft  with  Dr. 
Franck,  (who  was  the  head  of  the  Britiffi  Medical  Staff 
in  Rofetta)  I found  Dr.  M‘Grigor  in  his  room,  and  was 
told  by  Dr.  Franck  that  Dr.  M‘Grigor  had  that  morning 
obferved  two  patients  in  his  regimental  hofpital  labouring 
under  fevereand  unufual  fymptoms,  which  he  apprehend- 
ed might  be  thofe  of  the  plague,  and  had  called  on  him  to 
requeft  that  fome  medical  officer  of  the  Britiffi  Staff  who 
was  acquainted  wdth  that  diforder,  (none  of  the  medical 
officers  of  the  Indian  army  having  yet  feen  it)  might  ex- 
amine thofe  patients,  to  afeertain  whether  they  had  the 
plague  or  not;  and  he  concluded  by  expreffing  a wiffi  that, 
as  I had  very  recently  been  in  charge  of  the  plague  patients 
at  Aboukir,!  would  fee  the  fufpeaed  men. With  this  wiffi 
of  Dr, Franck  I eff  courfe  readily  complied,  immediately 
after  breakfaft.  That  I was  fimply  requejled  to  vifit  them, 
and  not  ordered^zs  Dr.  M‘Grigor  pretends, will  require  lit- 
tle argument  to  prove.  The  Indian  army  was  diftina  from 
the  Britiffi  ; each  had  its  own  eftablilhment  for  the  bufi- 
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ncfs  of  every  department ; and  the  latter  army  abftained 
from  interfering  in  the  concerns  of  the  former,  efpecially 
in  its  medical  concerns.  It  is  therefore  very  unlikely 
that,  under  thefe  circumftances,  a phyficianof  the  one  ar- 
my fhould  have  been  07’deredx.o  do  any  part  of  the  medi- 
cal duty  of  the  other;  and  it  is  yet  more  unlikely  that 
the  ufual  etiquette  would  have  been  broken  through,  for 
the  purpofe  of  obliging  that  phyfician  to  perform  a duty 
which  would  not  have  belonged  to  him  in  his  own  army, 
i.  e.  to  attend  two  patients  who  were  not  Joldiers^  but  fol- 
lowers of  the  army,  and  taken  from  the  lowed  cads  in 
India.  Were  it  however  admitted,  though  contrary  to 
fa6f,  that  I had  been  “ ordered  to  vifit  them,’*  the  foie  in- 
tention of  that  order  could  only  have  been  that  I (hould 
determine  what  was  their  malady  ; and  as  I determined 
that  point  in  one  vifit,  I had  then  completely  performed 
the  duty  alTigned  to  me,  and  all  that  Dr.  M^Grigor  had 
folicited:  I am  therefore  certain  that  every  other  perfon, 
if  Handing  in  the  fituation  of  the  Dodfor,  would  have 
done  me  the juftice,  when  mentioning  the  tranfadfion,  to 
acknowledge  that  I had  executed  all  that  had  been  re- 
quired of  me  : but  Dr.  M^Grigor,  whofe  notions  of  juftice 
and  gratitude  feem  peculiar  to  himfelf,  has  chofen  to 
pervert  faffs,  that  he  might  infinuate  againft  me  a dere~ 
lidfion  of  my  duty,  in  omitting  to  vifit  his  patients  after- 
wards. 

But  to  refume  my  narrative.  I accompanied  Dr.  M‘ 
Grigor  to  his  hofpita],  w^here  I found  the  two  blacks  ly- 
ing clofe  together  on  a raifed  floor  in  a fmall  room  ferving 
as  an  anti-chamber  and  pafiTage  from  the  flairs  to  a large 
room  in  the  back  part  of  the  houfe,  in  w'hich  the  fick  of 
the  88th  regiment  were  lying.  I afcended  the  fteps  pf 
this  raifed  floor,  wxnt  tothe  men,  and  examined  them. 
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Dr.  M‘Grigor  remaining  during  that  time  at  fame  dlflance 
and  near  the  door;  and  having  fatisfied  myfelfof  their 
lituation,  I rejoined  him,  bating  that  one  of  the  patients, 
who  had  complained  of  illnefs  the  night  before,  certainly 
had  the  plague,  and  that,  although  I could  not  then  pro- 
nounce the  other  to  have  it,  I had  no  doubt  of  his  being 
infeaed,  and  thought  it  highly  probable,  from  the  flatein 
which  he  was,  that  the  diffing.ii filing  fymptoms  of  the 
plague  would  appear  on  him  (as  they  .lidj  in  a few  hours. 
Dr.  M‘Grigor  is  very  unwilling  to  admit  thata  fenfation 
like  difmay  was  excited  in  any  of  the  medical  officers  of  the 
.Indian  army  by  thedifcovery  of  the  exigence  of  the  plague 
in  their  army  ; and  he  obferves  that  “ ffiould  the  plague 
appear  in  St  George^s  hofpitar*  (of  which  I have  the  ho- 
nour  to  be  one  of  the  phyficians)  he  dares  to  fay  the 
doaor,*’  (meaning  me)  would  be  fomewhat  alarm- 
ed, if  not  for  himfelf,  at  leaf!  for  his  patients.”  How- 
ever true  this  obfervation  might  prove  in  the  cafe  fuppo- 
fed,  I cannot  difcover  that  it  is  applicable  to  the  cafe  of 
Dr.  M‘Grigor  in  his  hofpital  at  Rofetta ; for  though  I 
did  fee  alarm  depidfed  upon  his  countenance,  and  heard 
feveral  expreffions  of  concern,  apparently  very  fincere,  on 
my  announcing  tohim  the  ftate  of  his  two  black  fervants, 
I have  no  recolledlion  that  thofe  expreffions  related  in  any 
refpedf  to  the  pitiable  condition  of  his  patients,  or  to 
any  thing  but  himjdfx  all  that  I remember  him  to  have 
then  expreffed,  as  we  left  the  room  and  were  defcend- 
ing  the  flairs,  was,  that  he  felt  very  unwell,  that  his 
legs  were  fo  feeble  as  to  be  fcarcely  able  to  fupport  him 
in  going  down  hairs,  and  that  he  had  great  pain  in  the 
upper  part  of  one  thigh,  near  the  groin,  (which  is  the 
common  feat  of  the  pchilential  tumours  called  buboes;) 
he  mentioned  too,  with  unfeigned  regret  that  he  had  the 
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night  before  touched,  and  felt  the  pulfe  of,  the  patient 
whom  I had  declared  to  have  the  plague,  and  confefled 
his  apprehenfions  ofbeing  already  infefted  in  confequencc 
of  that  contafl ; and  he  finally  begged  me  to  walk  with 
him  to  Dr.  Shapter,  who  lived  at  a Ihort  diftance,  and  to 
mention  to  him  what  I had  feen,  and  what  meafures  I 
fhould  advife  to  be  taken.  To  this  I confented,  and  as 
foon  as  we  had  reached  Dr.  Shapter’s,  Dr.  M‘Grigor 
faid  he  was  exhaufted  and  ill,  and  told  a fervant  to  bring 
him  fome  wine  and  water,  with  which  he  refrefhed  him- 
felf.  Soon  after  Dr.  Shapter  entered,  when  I related  the 
flate  in  which  I had  found  the  two  men,  and  recommend- 
ed that  they  fhould  be  hnmediately  removed  to  a building 
a little  way  out  of  Rofetta,  which  had  been  lately  ufed  as 
.a  peft-hofpital  for  our  army,  and  that  feveral  other  fuit- 
able  precautions  ftiould  be  adopted  with  regard  to 

the  reft  of  the  black  fervants,  and  fuch  fnen  of  the  88th 
regiment  as  might  have  had  any  communication  with  them. 
Dr.  Shapter  loftno  time  in  going  to  the  Indian  camp, which 
was  not  far  to  the  fouth  of  Rofetta,  and  acquainting 
General  Baird  with  all  that  he  had  heard  from  me.  Pre- 
fently  the  General  came  into  the  town  jand  on  receiving 
a meffage  fignifyihg  that  he  defired  to  fee  me,  I went  to 
meet  him,  and  found  him  in  one  of  the  fquares  or  mar- 
ket-places (bazars)  attended  by  Dr.  Shapter,  and  feveral 
other  officers  of  his  ftaff.  Here  I repeated  to  him  near- 
ly what  I had  already  told  Dr.  Shapter,  and  reprefented 
in  the  ftrongeft  terms  the  neceffity  of  an  immediate  fepa- 
lation  of  the  infedted  and  fufpeffed  perfons  from  each 
other  and  from  the  found.  When  1 had  done  this,  an 
officer  high  in  rank,  prompted  no  doubt  by  an  ilUtimed 
Tentiment  of  humanity,  faid,  alluding  to  the  two  patients  I 
had  feen,  “Poor  Devils ! if,  after  all, they  ffiould  not  have 
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the  plague  on  them  now,  they  will  be  furc  to  catch  it  at 
the  peft-houfe,  or  to  die  there  of  fright,”  or  words  to  this 
efFedt.  Surprized  as  I was  at  fuch  a remark  in  oppolition 
to  the  opinion  I had  juft  delivered,  I neverthelefs  en- 
deavourcd  to  fliow  that  the  difeafe  of  one  at  lead  of  the 
patients  was  certain  beyond  all  doubt,  and  to  convince 
the  officers  prefent  of  the  mifchief  that  would  enfue  if  the 
reparation  which  Ihad  propofedwas  not  immediately. 
With  this  our  converfation  ended  ;but  my  remonftrances 
againft  delay  had  very  little  weight  at  that  time  ; for  it 
was  not  till  two  days  after,  (although  Dr.  M‘Grigoi- 
has  chofen  to  date  that  it  was ‘‘ on  the  dif- 
eafe being  difcovered,”)  that  meafures  were  taken  for  pro- 
viding a receptable  for  the  plague  patients  and  a medical 
officer  to  attend  them,*  as  will  be  feen  by  the  following 
public  order  ilTued  byGeneral  Baird, viz.  “Camp,  Rofetta, 

1 6th  Sept.  i8or.  All  the  affiftant  furgeons  of  the  army 
are  to  affemble  at  Dr.  Shapter’s  at  funfet  this  evening  to 
draw  lots  who  is  to  remain  at  the  peft-houfe  ordered  to 
be  eftabliftied  to-day,"  In  confequence  of  this  order  the 
affiftant  furgeons  aflembled  at  Dr.  Shapter's,  and  the  lot 
No.  I,  which  determined  the  officer  who  (hould  firft  go 
into  the  peft-houfe,  fell  to  Mr.  Thomas.  But  it  was  not 
till  the  following  day  that  the  patients  were  removed  into 
the  peft-houfe;  Mr.  Thomas  followed  them  in  the  even- 
ing of  that  day,  and  found,  on  taking  pofleffion  of  his  new 
habitation^  that  neither  medicines  nor  food  had  been  pro- 
vided, and  that  there  was  not  even  a candle  to  enable  him 
to  fee  what  condition  his  patients  were  in,  or  how  he 
could  relieve  them. 

It  thus  appears  from  the  bed  authority,  that  no  lefs 
X\\2ii\  three  days  (and  I rather  believe  four)  elapfed  before 
the  infedled  patients  were  removed  into  the  peft-houfe. 
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although  the  removal  ought  not  tohave  been  delayed  even 
one  hour.  Had  the  reparation  been  made  as  I advifed  and 
as  humanity  and  common  fenfe  diaated,  I have  good 
reafon  to  believe  that  the  contagion  would  have  fpread 
no  farther  than  the  firft  two  patients,  excepting  perhaps 
to  Mr.  Thomas  or  others  who  might  have  caught  it  by 
attending  them  in  the  peft-hofpital : but  by  the  delay  and, 
am  forry  to  fay,  the  negligence  with  which  the  bufinefs 
was  conducted,  in  difregard  of  my  advice,  the  plague  was 
communicated  to,  as  I have  been  told,  twelve  or 
thirteen  of  the  black  fervants,  almoft  every  one  of 
whom,  and  probably  all,  died,  and  to  more  than 
^enty  foldiers  of  the  88th  regiment  who  were  in 
the  hofpital  at  the  time,  of  whom,  « it  appears  from 
a private  regifler  kept  by  the  adjutant  of  that  regi- 
ment  that  fourteen  died  in  the  enfuing  fix  weeks." 
Not  lefs  inexcufable  than  this  delay  was  the  unprovided 
flaie  of  the  peft-houfe  when  the  patients  were  firft  fent 
into  It,  although  a very  fufficient  time  had  elapfed  for 
fupplying  It  with  every  article  of  neceflity.  But  the 
deficiencies  in  the  fupplies  to  that  eftablilhnient  did  not 
terminate  here;  for  under  the  “ management ” of  Dr 
M‘Grigor,  who  relumed  the  diredion  of  the  medical 
department  of  the  Indian  army  very  fuon  afterwards, 
(on  the  6th  Oaober)  and  whofe  management  the  cora- 
miftioners,  from  the  want  of  netter  information,  have 
reprefented  as  fo  “ experienced  and  judicious,’-  they 
feem  to  have  continued,  not  for  fome  days  nor  weeks, 
but  for  fome  months.  To  the  truth  of  this  llatement  I 
could  adduce  evidence;  but  the  teftimony  of  Dr. 
M-Grigor  himfelf,  (tranferibed  from  page  134  of  his 
Medical  Sketches)  will  belt  prove  it.  “ The  medical  gen- 
tlemen in  the  peft-houfes,”  he  tells  us,  “ laboured  under 
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fo  many  d>f advantages  that,  for  the  moft  part,  there  was 
but  little  to  be  expected  from  any  mode  of  treatment'*  / he 
tells  us  alfo  that  “ in  December,  (1801J  January,  Fe- 
bruary, and  March  (1802)  the  patients  fuffered  Jo  much 
from  the  extreme  feverity  of  the  weather,  that  in  fame 
infances  it  was  not  eafy  to  determine  whether  a patient 
died  from  cold  or  from  the  plague/*  It  was  thus  not 
enough  that  thefe  unfortunate  people  had  to  combat  with 
the  plague — but  the  peft-houfes  were  fixed  in  marlhy 
fpots,  where  many  of  thofe  who  furvived  that  'difeafe 
were  feized  with  intermittent  fevers,  and  then  they  were 
fuffered  “ in  fame  inftances”  at  lead,  to  perifh  by  cold  ! 

Thefe  are  fome  of  the  circumftances  relative  to  the 
occurrence  of  the  plague  in  the  Indian  army,  with  which 
I was  well  acquainted,  and  which  I abftained  from  men- 
tioning, becaufe  1 believed  that  they  could  not  be  men- 
tioned without  exciting  “ painful  recolledlions  in  the 
minds  of  thofe  who  ferved  with  that  army.’*  I will, 
however,  dwell  no  longer  on  this  afflidling  fubjedf,  but 
proceed  to  fhow  that  I had  fufficient  grounds  for  afferting 
that,  on  the  appearance  of  the  plague  in  the  Indian  army, 
“ embaraffments  and  difficulties”  did  occur  in  pro* 
curing  any  of  its  medical  officers  to  affume  what  Dr. 
M‘Grigor  has  fince  termed  “ the  poft  of  honour,”  i.  e. 
the  care  of  the  plague  patients,  which  in  his  flatements 
and  encomiums  on  the  Indian  medical  fyftem  he  had 
totally  forgotten. 

While  the  plague  had  exided  in  the  Britifh  army, 
from  May  to  Auguft  previous  to  the  period  in  queftion, 
there  were,  if  1 have  been  rightly  informed,  thirteen  or 
fourteen  medical  officers  appointed  to  the  fervice  of  the 
peft-hofpitals,  twelve  to  thole  of  Aboukir,  and  one  or 
two  to  that  of  Rofetta,  of  whom  feven  died  at  the 
former  place,  and  one,  I think,  at  the  latter;  and  of 


6ir 


thefe  officers  I have  never  heard,  nor  do  I believe,  that 
any  one  fignified  a defire  to  be  excufed  from  that  fervice, 
v’hen  he  received  the  order  to  enter  upon  it  from  the 
infpedfor  general  of  hofpitals,  who  nominated  them  at 
his  own  diferetion:  but  without  making  the  fmalleft 
difficulty,  they  all  performed  the  duty  fucceffively  af- 
ligned  to  them,  unawed  by  the  imminent  danger  to 
which  they  well  knew  they  muft  be  expofed,  and  aware 
hefides  that  no  addition  whatever  would  be  made  to 
their  ufual  emoluments  as  a reward  for  their  perilous 
fervices.  Thefe  events  could  fcarcely  have  been  un- 
known to  the  medical  officers  of  the  Indian  army  ; and 
they  afforded  to  them  examples  worthy  of  imitation 
when  a peft-hofpital  was  to  be  eftablifhed  for  the  recep- 
tion of  their  own  fick.  It  will  however  be  readily  be- 
lieved that  fome  infuperable  “ difficulties  ’*  muft  have 
enfued  “ in  procuring  any  of  thofe  officers  ” to  attend 
their  plague  patients  by  thofe  means  which  had  proved 
efficacious  wdth  us,  fince  it  was  found  neceffary  to  recur 
to  the  drawing  of  lotSy  a mode  of  deciding  one’s  fate, 
which,  like  the  decimation  of  the  Romans,  is  never 
leforted  to  in  armies  but  upon  the  moft  awful  occafions 
or  for  the  moft  terrific  purpofes.  This  expedient,  there- 
fore, will  probably  be  deemed  a fufficient  proof  .of  the 
exiftence  of  the  “ difmay  and  embarafifment  ” in  quef- 
tion  among  the  inferior  medical  officers  of  the  Indian 
army  ; and  there  is  proof  equally  convincing  of  the 
exiftence  of  them  among  their  fuperiors  the  furgeons. 
For  when  it  was  thought  clTential,  wfithin  a few  days 
after  eftablifhing  the  peft-houfe,  that  the  charge  and 
fuperintendance  of  it  fhould  be  committed  to  an  officer 
of  higher  rank  than  an  affiftant  furgeon,  thofe  fuperior 
medical  officers  did  not  affemble  to  determine  by  lot  who 
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among  themfelves  fhould  take  that  charge,  although 
they  had  feen  their  afliftant  furgeons  compelled  to  do  fo ; 
but  they  procured,  as  I was  informed,  reprefentatrons  in 
their  favour  to  be  made  to  General  Baird,  who,  finding 
that  he  could  obtain  no  one  of  his  own  medical  ftalF,  was 
prevailed  upon  to  invite  fome  officer  from  the  Briujh  ftaff 
to  aflume  that  duty,  and,  as  an  inducement,  to  promife 
to  the  individual  who  fhould  undertake  it,  in  addition 
to  his  prefent  pay  and  allowances,  the  emoluments  * 
belonging,  upon  the  Indian  eftablifhment,  to  the  rank 
next  above  his  own,  which  emoluments  it  is  generally 
known  were  confiderable  ; and  it  was  upon  this  invitation 
that  Mr.  John  Price,  then  deputy  purveyor,  and  now 
furgeon  to  the  forces,  tendered  his  fervices  to  General 
Baird,  and  by  his  defire  foon  after  entered  upon  that 
charge,  which  he  fulfilled  with  a firmnefs  and  zeal  that 
has  obtained  for  him  the  unqualified  admiration  of  the 
army  at  large.  It  was  upon  a fimilar  invitation  after- 
wards, when  Mr.  Price  was  attacked  by  the  plague,  that 
his  place  was  fupplied  by  another  ftranger  to  the  Indian 
army.  Dr.  Whyte,  an  unfortunate  medical  adventurer. 


* Thefe  were  at  lead  the  terms  which  I underftood,  as  well 
as  many  other  perfons,  at  Rofetta,  to  have  been  offered  by 
General  Baird,  and  I have  no  reafon  to  doubt  of  their  being  the 
terms  which  were  really  intended,  and  afterwards  granted,  as 
I know  from  a flatement  by  Mr.  Price  himfelf,  that  “ the  al- 
lowances ordered  to  him  by  General  Baird  were  much  greater 
than  thofe  which  belong#*d  to  his  own  rank  in  the  Indian 
army.”  Here  it  is  but  juftice  to  Mr.  Price  to  ftate,  that  having 
had  the  pleafure  of  being  much  in  his  company  at  the  time  of 
thefe  tranfadions,  I am  fully  perfuaded  that  the  pecuniary  ad- 
vantages held  out  by  General  Baird  were  amon^  the  lead  of  the 
inducements  by  which  that  gentleman  was  actuated  in  propofing 
himfelf  for  the  duty  of  the  peft-hofpital. 
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who  had  come,  I believe,  from  Smyrna,  to  feek  employ- 
ment with  our  troops.  As  General  iaird  would  not 
have  been  lefs  generous  towards  his  own  officers  than  he 
ffiowed  himfelf  towards  ftrangers,  there  were  the  incen- 
tives not  only  of  a rare  and  courageous  emulation,  but  of 
a great  profit, to  ftirnulate  the  furgeom  of  the  Indian  army 
to?,voluntcer  for  the  charge  of  the  pelf- houfe  ; and  it  is 
therefore  difficult  to  explain,  upon  any  other  ground 
than  that  of,  dtjmay  among  them,  the  reafon  of  their 
fhrinking  from  a duty  which  was  wholly  their  owm,  and 
of  their  anxiety  to  have  it  transferred  to  the  Britiffi  ftaff. 
To  Dr.  M‘Grigor  perfonally  there  was  an  additional  in- 
centive, that  of  attending  the  men  of  hts  ewn  regiment 
who  were  daily  feizeci,  and  dying,  with  the  plague, 
which,  were  we  to  give  credit  to  his  own  declarations,  we 
ffiould  fuppofe  in  him  to  have  been  operating  vety  Jirongly, 
No  man  furely^  (fays  he  in  page  44  of  his  Letter)  can 
feel  a ^iee/>er  interefl  in  whatever  concerns  the  hea/th  and 
comfoit  of  the  foldier  than  he  who  has- tented  with  him 
in  the  field,  has  fhared  in  his  hardfliips,  vvitnefled  his 
deprivations,  and  has  known  his  fervices/*  Upon  this 
interelfing  fubjed  Dr.  Jackfon  alfo  tcfiifies  (in  page  61 
of  the  publication  which  is  to  be  noticed  in  the  fubfe- 
quent  part  of  this  w'ork)  that  there  are  no  circumftances 
which  will  render  a g^aai  man  ” (in  the  fituation  of  fur- 
geon  to  a regiment)  “ inadive  or  indifferent  to  the  dif- 
charge  of  a duty  fo  nearly  conneded  with  his  heart  as  the 
care  of  a Jich  foldier,  ’ and,  that  as  a regimental  fur- 
geon  often  forms  an  attachment  to  the  foldiers  of  the 
corps  in  which  he  ferves,  he  feels  regret  when  fuch  of 
them  as  may  be  fick  are  removed  from  under  his  ewu  pro- 
tedion  and  we  have  moreover  the  evidence  on  oath  of 
Dr.  M‘Grigor  and  Mr.  Borland,  which  (fates  pofitively 
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that  befides  regret,  regimental  furgeons,  or  fuch  at  leaft 
as  refemble  themjdvcs,  are  very  apt  to  feel  great  dtfgujl 
when  their  patients  are  taken  from  under  their  own  care 
to  be  fent  to  a general  hofpital  (which  the  peft-houfe  un- 
queftionably  was,  becaufe  it  was  deftined  to  receive  the 
plague-patients  of  the  Indian  army  generally)  and  that 
they  are  then  alfo  apt  to  grow  very  inaftive,  fo  as  to 
neglea  thofe  patients  who  happen  to  be  Hill  left  under 
their  charge.  Now,  therefore,  as  Dr.  M‘Grigor  had 
been  furgeon  to  the  88th  regiment  from  the  time  it  was 
railed,  had  accompanied  them  in  feveral  voyages,  had 
often  “ tented  with  them,”  partaken  of  a vaft  number 
of  “ their  hardlhips,”  and  ought  to  have  been  well  ac. 
quainted  wdth  “ their  fervices,  ” it  feems  at  firft  impofli- 
ble  to  limit  in  our  minds  within  any  ordinary  bounds 
the  force  of  the  **  attachment  he  muft  have  conceived 
for  his  regimental  comrades,  who  were  feized  with  the 
plague,  or  the“  depth”  of  the  “ intereft”  which  he  took 
in  the  concerns  of  their  health  and  comfort;”  but  we 
(bould  at  leaft  fuppofe  that  he  muft  have  been  extreme- 
ly impatient  of  all  other  medical  affiftance,  and  have 
manifebed  the  utmoft  eagernefs  to  adminifter  in  perfon  to 
their  wants.  The  fa6l  however  is,  that  he  from  magna- 
nimity, or  “ difmay,”  refilled  the  powerful  allurements 
which  the  charge  of  the  plague  hofpital  fpread  before  him, 
and  ftiflingthe  “ regret”  and  the  “ difgufi”  he  ww/?  have 
felt, he  did  endure  that  others  fliould  perform  his  own  duty, 
evincing  on  this  occafion,  a tender  folicitude  for  his  pa- 
tients, very  fimilar  to  that  which  he  had  difplayed  at 
Grenada  in  July  1796,  when  he  embarked*  with  140 


• One  cannot  well  conceive  that  the  crew  of  a /hip  could  in 
any  cafe  have  a fairer  profpe6t  of  all  arriving  fafely  at  their 
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men  in  the  Betfey  ftranfport  to  return  to  England  ; upon 
which  occafion  he  fet  the  novel,  and  precious  example 
of  a regimental  furgeon’s  feparating  himfelf  voluntarily 
irom  his  own Jick,  and  fele6ling  as  the  only  proper  com- 
panions of  his  voyage  thofe  foidiers  of  his  regiment  who 
were  in  perfeB  health,  I was  mo  [I  particularly  care- 
fur  hys  he  in  p.  227  of  his  Medical  Sketches,  “ notto 

take  any  man  on  board  with  (he  JlighieJi  appearance  of  ilU 
nefsr 

There  is  in  this  part  of  Dr.  M^Grigor’s  letter  a fen- 
tence  which  1 (hall  notice  briefly,  becaufe  it  contains 
either  a mifreprefentation  or  an  unfair  ambiguity  : it  is  as 
follows,  VIZ.  “ It  deferves  your  attention  ihztihejirjl 
medical  officer  that  entered  a peft-houfe  belonged  not  to 
the  Britijhy  but  to  the  Indian  eflablifhment.’'  If  he  in- 
tended to  fay  what  this  unqualified  fentence  implies,  he 
has  mif.ftatcd  the  faa,  becaufe,  as  I have  before  related, 
thirteen  or  fourteen  medical  officers  of  the  Britijh  ftafF 
had  already  ferved  in  the  plague  hofpitals,  one  of  whom 
had  quitted  only  ten  days  or  a fortnight  before,  the  very 
peft-houfe  which  was  afterwards  occupied  by  the  fick  of 
the  Indian  army.  But  if  he  meant  that  the  medical  of- 
ficer who  JirJi  did  duty  in  the  Indian  peft-houfe  belong- 
ed to  the  Indian  fervice,  (which  however  is  not  the  pro- 
per fenfe  of  his  words)  he  can  only  be  confidered  as  Hating 

deftination  than  that  of  the  Betfey,  in  which  the  mofl  par- 
ticular care”  was  taken  **  by  an  experienced  and  judicious 
manager”  to  exclude  from  the  vetfel  every  one  who  was  not 
m perfe6t  health  ; fuch  however  are  the  peculiar  advantages 
forded  by  “ the  regimental  treatment”  in  the  hands  of  Dr. 
M‘Grigor,  that,  as  he  informs  us  himfelf,  in  page  230  of  his 
Medical  Sketches,  of  the  J4operfonsfo  embarked, twenty  died 
on  the  paffage  being  j in  7 of  the  number  ; whereas  of  the 
fickonly  of  his  regiment  who  were  fent  to  the  reprobated  general 
hofpital  in  Grenada  there  died  hut  i in  9,  fee  page  44  of  this 
publication. 


69 


what  ought  to  have  happened  in  the  proper  order  of  things, 
that  a certain  medical  duty, appertaining  folely  to  the  In- 
dian army,  was  firft  executed  by  one  of  the  officers  of  that 
army  ; and  admitting  his  ftatement  thus  interpreted  to  be 
true,  I may  obferve  in  anfwer,  that  the  firft  medical  offi- 
cer who  volunieered  for  the  charge  of  the  Indian  plague- 
hofpital  belonged  not  to  iht.lndiany  but  to  the 
department. 

The  laft  of  Dr.  M‘Grigor’s  contradi61ions  which  re- 
mains to  be  explained, is  that  which  denies  my  ftatement  of 
the  Britijh  hofpital  ftaff  having  “ultimately  taken  the Jole 
charge  of  the  plague  patients  of  theEaftIndia  army.*’This 
flatement  was  founded  on  information  whichl  hadformerly 
received  from  refpedlable  fources,the  purport  ofwhich  was 
that  when  the  head  quarters  of  both  theBritifli  and  the  In- 
dian army  were  fixed  in  Alexandria,  the  lazaretto  in  that 
town  was  appropriated  to  the  reception  of  the  plague  pa- 
tients, from  the  two  armies  ; and  that, although  the  Indian 
army  did  for  a time  furniffi  a proportion  of  the  medical 
officers  required  for  the  fervice  of  the  lazaretto,  yet  lat- 
terly there  was  no  medical  officer  of  theindian  department 
ferving  in  the  lazaretto,  while  it  ftill  contained  plague 
patients  from  the  Indian  army,fo  that,  as  1 have  faid,  “a 
neceflity  was  ultimately  impofed  on  the  Britifh  hofpital 
fiafF of  taking  the  foie  charge  of  thofe  patients.'*  In  con- 
fequence  of  Dr.  M‘Grigor*s  contradidion,  1 have  made 
enquiries  on  this  fubjedf,  the  refult  of  which  juftifies  my 
ftatement : of  the  information'!  have  obtained  in  its  fup- 
port,.  it  will  fuffice  to  adduce  the  following  (hort  paflTage 
extracted  from  an  official  document  written  by  Mr.Price 
furgeon  to  the  forces,  of  which  1 have  been  permitted 
to  make  a copy  ; viz.  “ at  laft  when  the  plague  patientg 
of  the  united  armies  were  fent  to  the  lazaretto  at  AUx- 
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andria,it  did  happen  that  no  medical  officer  of  the  Indian 
army  was  doing  duty  with  me.'* 

I have  now  reached  the  end  of  Dr.  M‘Grigor’s  pam- 
phlet, after  an  attentive  examination  of  every  part  which 
required  notice  or  explanation  from  me;  and  although  he 
has  ventured  to  fay, alluding  to  my  Letter  to  theCommif- 
fioners,  that  “in  every  ftep  of  my  progrefs  I had  betrayed 
either  wilful  ignorance,  or  a ftudied  defire  to  mifiead,’*  I 
truft  that  I have  been  able  to  fatisfy  every  impartial  rea- 
der,that  of  all  the  palTagesof  that  letter  controverted  byDr. 
M‘Grigor,there  is  but  a fingle  one  which  is  erroneous, viz. 
that  at  page  42,  which  fuppofes  himto  “ have  been  far  on 
his  voyage  to  Europe,*’  when  the  great  mortality  occur- 
red, which  he  pretended  to  have  obferved  perfonally  in 
the  general  hofpitals  of  Grenada  ; and  that  I was  una* 
voidably  led  into  this  error  by  Dr.  M^Grigor  himfelf, 
to  whofe  former  publication  I had  given  a credit  of 
which  it  was  not  worthy. 

To  his  letter,  Dr,  M‘Grigor  has  added  a poftcript  to 
acknowledge,  and  by  acknowledging  to  extenuate,  his 
grofs  mifreprefentation  opon  oath,  of  the  number,  &c. 
of  the  hofpital  ftaff  fent  from  England  by  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope,  to  co-operate  with  the  Eaft  Indian  army  in 
Egypt  as  before  mentioned.  The  fiirgeon  general  had  then 
recently  called  him  to  an  account  for  that  very  ferious 
offence  againft  the  truth,  and  expeding  to  be  arraigned 
for  it,  as  he  was*  in  the  “ Obfervations,**  foon  after  pub- 


* Sec  Mr.  Keate’s  “ Obfervations  on  the  Report  of  the 

Commiflioners,  ” &c.  pages  39,  40,  41,  and  42,  and  Appendix, 
No.  10. 
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liflied  by  Mr.  Keate,  Dr.  M‘Grigor  fecms  to  have  fup- 
pofed,  that  by  taking  ihe  lead,  and  being  the  firfl  to  men- 
tion the  fubjeft,  and  at  the  fame  time  mentioning  it  as  a 
/r/t^/Wmiftakejhe  might  obviate  the  impredions  which  that 
offence  would  naturally  produce.  That  he  will  not  thus 
efcape  due  reprobation,  I am  well  convinced  ; nor  do 
I believe  that  any  reader  of  difeernment  and  of  honourable 
feeling  will  overlook  or  forgive  the  placid  and  calm  in- 
difference, with  which  Dr.  M‘Grigor  mentions  and  con- 
templates the  falfehoods  afferted  by  himfelf  under  the 
obligations  of  an  oath,  when  in  the  very  fame  publica- 
tion he  endeavours  to  overwhelm  me  by  a mafs  of  the 
moft  vehement  abufe  for  miflakes  or  mifreprefentations, 
which  I had  not  committed,  but  which  he  had  chofen  to 
fabricate  and  impute  to  me.  This  abufe  and  its  author  I 
have  thought  proper  to  defpife  ; being  perfuaded  that  un- 
merited imputations  offalfehood  from  one  who  fworn 
falfely,  and  who, after  being  dete61ed,  exhibits  no  appear- 
ance either  of  Jhame  ox  forroWyQXLU  never  difgrace  me, 
though  it  muft  reduce  him  far  below  all  notice  as  a gen- 
tleman.— I have  fufficiently  proved  my  readinefs  to  ex* 
pofe  my  life  when  it  became  me  to  do  fo  in  the  line  of 
my  duty,  and  that  which  I have  not  fcrupled  to  riflt  for 
the  relief  of  even  ftrangers,  I probably  may  be  induced 
to  hazard  for  the  prefervation  of  my  honour  when  ne- 
ceffary ; but  1 have  not  fuppofed,  or  difeovered  that 
any  of  my  friends  fuppofe,  fuch  necelfity  to  have  refult- 
ed  from  the  groundlefs  imputations  of  Dr.  M‘Grigor. 

I have  thus  far  thought  it  proper  for  the  reafons 
already  mentioned  to  vindicate  myfelfin  this  mode  ; be- 
lieving however  that  it  can  never  be  my  duty  to  maintain 
a farther  contention  with  fuch  an  antagonift,  I have 
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determined  either  to  overlook  with  filent  contempt  any 
mifreprefentations  or  calumnies  which  he  may  pub- 
lifh  hereafter,  or  if  that  (hould  be  impoflible,  to  refer  * 
them  to  the  cognizance  of  a tribunal  which  will  be 
competent  to  punilh  as  well  as  notice  fuch  misdemea- 
nours. 


V; 
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IND  OF  PART  U 


. Jts'-,: 


EXPOSURE  AND  REFUTATION,  &c. 


Part  the  second, 

relating  to  the  letter  of  dr.  JACKSONo 


As  br.  jackfonhad  madehimfeliFcorifpicuoUs  no  tefs  for 
jpertinacity.than  for  indifcretionjnaturally  expedled  when 
writing  myLeiter  to  theCommilTioners  ofrhilitary  enqui- 
ry, that  he  would  attempt  to  exonerate  himfelf  from  the 
imputation  of  having  milled  them,  in  many  parts  of  their 
tifthReport:  and  1 alfo  expedied  from  what  I had  known 
of  his  corid  aft  to  others,  that  fuch  an  attempt  would  be 
made  thevehicle  of  ilhnatured  perfonalities  regarding  me, 
iefs  outrageous  perhaps  than  thofe  of  Dr.  M‘Grigor,but 
equally  nutherous  and  groundlefs.  Thefe  expeftations 
Dr.  jackfonhas  lately  fulfilled  by  his  Letter  to  the  Com- 
miflioners  of  Military  Enquiry,  which  by  its  fterility,and 
frivolityj  will  demonftrate  to  his  readers  the  very  little 
which  he  can  allege  either  for  himfelf  or  againft  me. 

That  Dr.  Jackfon’s  reading  has  been  extremely  defi- 
cient muft  have  been  perceived  by  all  who  are  acquainted 
with  his  writings^  and  therefore  it  would  not  have  been 
furprifing  that  he  Ihould  as  he  does  at  p.  i.  fancy  him- 
felf the  only  perfon  in  the  nation  who  has  written  on  mc- 
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dical  arrangements  for  armies,  had  I not  at  p.  24  and  7^ 
of  my  Letter  to  theCommiflioners  (which  he  pretends  to 
have  read)  mentioned  the  titles  of  two  works,  written  by 
two  army  phyficians,  (Dr.  Brocklefby,  and  Dr.  Donald 
Monro,)  profeffedly  on  that  fubje(£l,  which  miglit  have 
cured  him  both  of  the  error  and  vanity  of  believing  him- 
felf  to  be  either  the  firft  or  the  only  writer  concerning 
army  medical  arrangements. 

At  p.  2, he  declares  that  he  will  maintain  as  “true  in  the 
face  of  the  world  thofe  things  which  he  has  ftated  pofi- 
tively  to  be  matter  of  fa61;”it  will  foon  be  feen  how'farhe 
fulfils  this  engagement.  At  p.3,  Dr.Jackfon  admits  that  if 
either  theCommiflioners  orhimfelf  have  fallen  into  error, 
*‘it ' ught  to  becorre6led,'’but  he  adds‘^that  the  perfonwho 
has  affumed  the  office  of  cenfor,  on  this  occafion,  unlefs 
we  are  to  confider  him  as  a perfon  fupernaturally  endow- 
ed, cannot  be  fuppofed  to  be  well  qualified  for  the  under- 
taking.” “ Dr.  Bancroft  (fays  he,)  was  a very  young 
man,  not  exceeding  twenty-two,  when  he  obtained  his 
rank  among  the  army -phyficians  in  the  year  1795/*  This 
affiertion  is  incorrect.  I was  more  than  twenty-two  when 
I obtained  the  degree  of  bachelor  of  phyfic  at  Cambridge 
in  June  1794*  and  I was  not  made  an  army  phyfician 
until  more  than  fifteen  months  afterwards,  of  which  a 
great  part  w'as  paflfed  at  Edinburgh.  But  if  it  had  been 
true  that  I was  only  twenty-tw'o  in  the  year  1795,  it  does 
not  follow  that  I (hould  continue  to  be  of  that  age  thir- 
teen years  after, nor  that  thirteen  years  acquaintance  with 
the  army  abroad  and  at  home  might  not  qualify  me  to 
deteft  and  expofe  important  errors,  in  the  FifthReport  of 
themilitaryCommiflTioners.  Hegoes  on  to  aflert  that  “fince 
my  appointment  in  1795,  *^7  <^^ties  like  thofe  of  other 
army  phyficians  being  confined  to  the  war//s  of  bofpttali 
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the  iphere  of  my  obfervations  in  matters  which  relate 
to  the  general  bulinefs  of  the  medical  department 
could  not  in  the  nature  of  things  be  extenfive,  had  I 
even  ferved  longer  than  I have  ferved,  and  been  more 
zealous  than  I am  known  to  have  been.”  Here  is  wilful 
mifreprefentation,  followed  by  an  illiberal  infinuation.  It 
is  Impoffible  for  Dr.  Jackfon  not  to  'have  known  or  been 
convinced  that  my  duties  had  been  no  more  confined 
to  the  wards  of  hofpitals  than  his  own.  I had  mentioned 
in  my  Letter,  various  times  and  places  at  which  I per- 
formed the  duties  of  an  infpeaor  or  chief  medical  offi- 
eer,  and  particularly  in  the  Eaftern  dlftria  in  1798  and 
1799  with  the  army  under  Lord  Howe,  which  fur  its 
number  and  the  diftinguilhed  rank  and  charaaer  of  its 
officers  far  exceeded  any  army  in  which  Dr.  Jackfon  ever 
performed  the  like  duties  ; and  in  regard  to  my  zeal  for 
thefervice,  whichDr.  jackfon  feems  difpofed  to  queftion, 

I can  affert  without  the  fear  of  contradiaion  that  until 
after  my  return  from  Egypt  fcarcely  one  phyfician  in  the 
army  had  during  an  equal  fpace  of  time  been  engaged 
more  conftantly  ; and  not  one  in  a greater  variety  of  the 
mod  dangerous  fervices  than  I had  been.  That  this  has 
not  been  the  cafe  lately  I avow  without  hefitation.  An 
attack  of  fever  rendered  it  impoffible  for  me  to  proceed 
upon  the  Copenhagen  expedition,  as  1 had  fully  intended  ; 
though  I muft  confers  that  my  zeal  has  not  been  incteaf- 
ed  by  the  treatment  to  which  the  phyficians  of  the  army 
have  been  fubjeaed  fince  Mr.  Knight’s  acceffion  to  his 
prefent  office,nor  by  feeing  thirty  or  more  medical  officers, 
with  inferior  qualifications,  who  either  were  not  in  the 
army  when  I entered  it,  or  were  in  llations  iubordinate 
to  mine,  promoted  over  me,  folely,  as  I prefume,  becaqfe 
I was  an  army  phylician. 

L a 
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At  p.4.  Drjackfon  proceeds  to  repeat  that  ^‘thofe  whq 
are  acquainted  with  my  hiftory  will  not  perhaps  be  dif- 
pofed  to  confider  me  as  well  qualified  for  the  office  (of 
cenforj  I have  alTumed,  even  though  fupported  by  the 
great  learning  of  the  Phyfician  general  and  armed  by  a 
degree  of  Doftor  from  the  univerfity  of  Cambridge/* 
How  little  Dr.  Jackfon  knows  of  my  hiftory  will  imine- 
diately  appear,  though  certainly  it  might  have  been  ea- 
(ily  knowm,  becaufe  it  has  been  accompanied  with  nq 
obfeurity,  nor  with  any  event  which  required  conceal- 
ment. After  this  he  afferts  gratuitoufly  that  I have  beei^ 
deficient  in  experience  and  in  candour,  and  that  “ pre- 
fumptupus  in  my  prpfeffional  rank,’*  “ and  irritated 
by  difapppintment  that  my  clafs  has  not  in  the  arrange- 
ment projefted  by  the  Commiffioners,  been  placed  on 
the  pinnacle  of  medical  power,  I have  forgotten  the 
decorum  of  a gentleman’s  language,**  addipgthat  “thougl^ 
a regular  phyfician  of  the  Britiih  army,  I have  in- 
dulged as  freely  in  mifreprefentatlon  and  abufe,  as  if 
I had  addreflTed  the  American  congrefs.’*  To  thefp 
ferious  charges  it  is  unneceflary  for  me  to  reply,  fince 
Dr.  Jackfon  has  not  been  able  to  adduce  in  fupport  of 
them  a fingle  paffage  from  my  Letter  to  the  Commif- 
fioners of  military  enquiry;  and  thofe  who  have  read 
it,  and  are  qualified  to  judge  of  it,  will,  1 flatten 
myfelf,  acquit  me  of  the  charge  of  having  any  where 
deviated  from  the  language  of  a fcholar  and  a gentle- 
man. As  I had  been  born  in  the  county  of  Middlefex, 
and  never  had  addreffed  the  American  congrefs,  nor 
been  in  any  part  of  America  until  I went  to  the  We(f 
Indies  as  a phyfician  to  the  Britijh  army  in  1796,  Db. 
Jackfon*s  allufion  to  that  congrefs  was  perfe611y  unin- 
telligible to  me  for  fomc  time.  At  length,  however,  1 
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^ifxiovered  that  in  the  fulnefs  of  the  knowledge  which 
he  fuppofes  himfelf  to  have  obtained  of  my  hi(iory,he  had 
believcd^and  hemay  ftiU  believe,  that  I was  born  within 
the  United  States  of  the  other  heinifphcre,  and  that  in 
this  belief  he  wa§  led  to  take  this  opportunity  of  indul- 
ging his  ill- temper  towards  me. 

He  aftcrw'ards  pbferve§  that  if  I do  not  reJpeB  the 
Commi(Tioners  who  are  conftituted  judges  on  a fubjedf 
of  great  national  concern,”  he  has  no  right  to  expert 
that  I (hoqld  a£t  with  candour  towards* him.  That  I 
have  not  failed  in  due  refpeft  to  the  CommilTioners  is 
what  J both  hope  and  believe,  though  I certainly  never 
fuppofed  them  to  h^ve  been  conftituted  judges;”  1* 
confidered  them  as  having  been  appointed  to  make 
enquiries,  and  to  report  the  refults  of  their  enquiries, 
and  I thought  that  even  in  doing  this,  they  had  not  a61ed 
with  fufficient  candour  and  impartiality.  But  if  I had 
confidered  them  as  judges^  my  animadverfions  upon 
their  injudicial  mode  of  proceeding  W'ould  probably  have 
been,  and  very  defervedly,  more  fevere. 

At  p.  5.  Dr.  Jackfon  accufes  me  of  having  fo  mixed 

and  garbled  his  words,  that  without  reference  to  his 
own  text,  he  fhould  fometimes  fcarcely  know  himfelf 
what  he  means.’*  He  cannot  however  juftly  charge 
pae  with  having  ever  quoted  his  words  falfely,  or  altered 
their  proper  meaning  by  the  ufe  which  I have  made 
pf  them.  He  appears  indeed  on  many  occafions  when 
WTiting,  not  to  recolleft  what  he  had  written  a few^ 
pages  before,  and  among  the  endlefs  repetitions  with 
which  his  publications  aboundjj  contradi61ory  or  incon- 
gruous aflertions  and  opinions  frequently  occur.  Thefe, 
when  it  fuited  my  purpofe,  I have  fele6led  and  con- 
frafted,  making  them  nullify  and  f.ultify  each  other. 


and  have  thus  it  fecms  fucceeded  in  rendering  him  fenfiblc 
of  the  inconfirtencies  which  had  previoufly  efcaped  his 
own  obfervation. 

At  p.  6.  Dr.  Jackfon  gives  an  imperfect  account  of 
what  he  denominates  “ the  regular  phyficians  of  the 
Britifli  army,”  and  then  at  p.  7.  attempts  to  defcribe  the 

Kalf-regulars,’’  ‘‘  confifting  (as  he  fays),  of  perfons 
who  have  Hudied  medicine,  or  who  have  obtained  a 
diploma  at  a Scotch  or  Irijk  univerfity,  and  who  have 
afterwards  been  licenfed  to  exercife  their  art  on  paying 
a fum  of  money  to  the  college  in  Warwick  Lane.”  But 
here,  as  w-ell  as  on  all  other  occafions  where  Dr.  Jackfon 
writes  about  univerfities  or  colleges,  he  difcovers  a great 
w'ant  of  information.  Licenfes  from  the  London  Col- 
lege of  Phyficians  are  not  obtained  by  faying  a fum  of 
money  without  examination  ; they  are  granted  to  per- 
fons w'ho  have  previoufly  ftudied  two  years  at  fome 
regular  univerfity,  and  who  at  three  feveral  examina- 
tions afterwards  (ball  fatisfy  the  cenfors  of  their  fitnefs 
to  be  licenfed  ; or  when  a licenfe  extra  urbam  is  w^anted, 
the  grant  is  made  to  perfons  who  give  the  required 
proof  of  their  fitnefs  at  an  examination  before  the  pre- 
fident  and  three  of  the  eledf.  The  mention  which  Dr. 
Jackfon  here  makes  of  an  “ Irilh  univerfity,”  only  de- 
monftrates  his  ufual  ignorance  of  thefe  matters.  The 
degree  of  do61or  in  phyfic  cannot  be  obtained  at  Tri- 
nity College,  Dublin,  (the  only  Irifh  univerfity),  until 
after  the  fame  length  of  time  and  of  refidence,  and  with 
the  fame  exercifes,  w-hich  are  required  at  the  Englilh 
univerfities,  and  therefore  gentlemen  who  have  obtained 
that  degree  in  Dublin,  are  readily  admitted  ad  eundem 
cither  at  Oxford  or  Cambridge,  and  may  then  after 
pafltng  the  ufual  examinations,  be  defied  candidates, and 


79 


afterwards  Felkivs  yXioi  LicentiatiSy  of  the  London  College^ 
as  Dr.  Jackfon  fuppofes. 

He  adds  “ the  otherclafs,and  itconftitutesthe  great  body 
of  army  medical  officers, is  comprehended  under  the  deno- 
mination of  regimental  furgeons.’*  “ The  fubjeds  of  this 
clafs,’"  (fays  he,)  are  often  objcure  in  their  rije^  and  irre^ 
gular  in  their  progrefs  ; they  trull  or  pretend  to  trull  to  no 
other  qualification,  except  poffeffion  of  the  knowledge  of 
their  profeffion,  which  is  the  art  of  curing  difeafes,  by 
the  fpeedieft  and  fafell  means., without  licence  according  to 
the  ftatute  of  Henry  the  Eighth.  The  regimental  fur- 
geon  may  cure  a difeafe,  a lever  for  inftance,as  fafely  and 
more  fpeedily  than  the  regular  phyfician  , he  is  notwith- 
flanding  precluded  from  bearing  the  name,  and  oflenfibly 
from  alTuming  the  phyfician’s  office  in  the  Biitifli  army.’* 
Unfortunately  for  Dr.  Jackfon  this  defeription  of  the  re- 
gimental furgeon  w'ill  fuit  the  verieft  quack  in  this  or  any 
other  country  ; for  there  is  not  one  of  them  who  does 
not  pretend  to  trull  to  the  like  qualification,  and  to  be 
able  “ to  cure  a difeafe,  a fever  for  inllance,  as  fafely  and 
more  fpeedily  than  the  regular  phyfician,”  and  it  cer- 
tainly  is  poffible  that  a bold,  though  ignorant,  empirick 
may  fometimes  happen  to  employ  a more  efficacious  re- 
medy for  a particular  difeafe  than  a phyfician  of  great 
knowledge,  as  a random  ffiot  may  accidentally  hit  nearer 
than  one  aimed  by  the  bell  markfman  : but  this  would 
not  induce  a wife  man  to  prefer  a quack  to  a Well  educated 
phyfician,  becaufe  though  the  former  might  chance  to  do 
good,  there  would  always  be  great  danger  of  mifehief 
from  his  uninformed,  unprincipled  attempts  to  cure  dif- 
eafes, of  which  he  may  be,  and  probably  is,  in  a great 
.degree  ignorant.  At  prefent  mankind  are  fo  well  con- 
vinced of  the  ufefulnefs  of  fcience,  and  fo  well  acquainted 
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ivith  the  wajrs  and  means  by  which  it  is  nhne  attainable^ 
that  few  will  give  credit  to  the  pretenfiohs  of  one  whofe 
“obfure  origin  and  irregular  progi-efs''  have  not  afforded 
him  therieceffa^  rneanSjOt  led  him  tb  the  proper  places^ 
of  inftru6tion.  Knowledge  is  not  now  believed  to  be  ever 
fuperhatliraliy  communicated  ; and  there  will  therefore 
always  be  a much  greater  probability  of  its  havihg  been 
acquired  by  a man  Who^from  early  childhbod  was  dellined 
for  a learned  profeffidn,  arid  Whofe  parents,  without  com- 
pelling or  allowing  hiiri  tb  wafte  any  part  of  his  youth  iii 
laborious  or  wbirfe  occupations, had  placed  him  in  the  belt 
ichools  arid  univerfities,  With  all  the  means  of  obtaining 
that  variety  and  extent  of  fcience,  by  which  regularly 
educated  phyficians  are  generally  diftiriguifhed. 

Neither  is  Dr.  jackfon  accurate  in  his  definition  of 
himfelf  and  his  irregular  affociates  ; the  “ ob/tuntf’' 
which  he  mentions  as  attached  to  their  origin  extends 
alfo  to  their  prsgrefs,  which  is  often  ohfeure  as  wtII  as 
irregular  ; and  this  is  the  iriofl  objedlionable  part  of  theif 
hiftory  : for  in  regard  to  the  origin  even  of  the  moft  pre^ 
fumptiious  of  thefe  gentlemen,!  fhall  never  mention  it  as  a 
matter  of  reproach ; and  have  therefore  no  anxiety  to 
afeertain  if  one  of  them  be  the  fon  of  a miller,  and 
another  the  fon  of  a baker:  but  in  regard  to  their  progrefs 
it  is  defirable  to  know  how  many  years  the  former  paffed 
in  his  father’s  mill^  and  the  latter  at  his  father’s  oven,  or 
in  carrying  out  bread  to  his  father’s  cuftomers ; becaufe 
thefe  and  other  laborious  occupations,  however  ufeful  in 
themfelves,  are  not  likely  toafford  the  knowledge,  habits, 
and  manners,  moft  fuitable  for  a learned  profeflion.  It  is 
alfo  of  fomc  importance  to  be  able  to  afeertain  the  ways 
and  means  by  which  thefe  fuppofed  miller’s  and  baker’s 
fons  afterwards  acquired  the  very  limited  portion  of 
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medical  knowledge  with  which  tliey  entered  the  army, 
as  regimental  furgeon’s  mates, in  order  that  fomejudgment 
may  be  formed  whether  its  defefls  w'ere  of  fuch  a nature 
as  might  be  fupplied  or  removed  by  thofe  means  which  a 
military  life  can  afford  ; and  when  thefe  gentlemen, 
claiming  to  be  the  champions  of  the  furgeons,  atterwards 
become  too  proud  to  bearthe  nameof  furgeon.and  affuming 
the  title  of  Do8or,  ho?i^  o{ ihtu  2.^^  phyficians 

diploma j*'  it  might  be  well  if  the  objcurity  attending  their 
progrefs  were  fo  far  difpelled  as  that  one  could  afcertain 
whether  thefe  fuppofed  .Dodlors  have  really  obtained 
Doflors’  degrees,  and  if  fo,  whence  they  were  obtained. 
It  may, perhaps;  feem  ill  natured  to  fufpedl  that  any  one 
w'ho  calls  himfelf  a Doflor  has  not  a right  to  do  fo  ; and 
therefore  1 never  did  allow  myfelf  to  entertain, and  much 
lefs  to  exprefs,  any  fuch  fufpicion,  until  I found  it  men- 
tioned in  Appendix,  No.  8,  of  Mr.  Keate’s  Obfervations, 
that  Mr. Borland  had, in  a letter  to  the  lurgeon-general, 
dated  the  12th  December  1798,  Hated  himfelf  to  be  “then 
qualified  as  a phyfician  and  a Licentiate  of  the  Col- 
lege of  Edinburgh,’'  (making  . thef  qualifications//;^ 
grounds  for  foUciting  employment ;)  and  until  I had  carefully 
and  repeatedly  looked  for  the  name  of.  Dr.  Borland 
without  finding  it  in  the  lifts  of  the  Fellows  and  Licen- 
tiates of  the  College  of  Phylicians  at  Edinburgh  of  that 
and  of  all  the  fucceeding  years.  I have  fince  afeertained 
that  Mr.  Borland  has  never  been  a licentiate'  of  that 
college  ; and  as  it  is  natural  to  fuppofe  that  a man 
who  has  been  capable  of  impofture  in  one  inffance 
may  be  fo  in  another,  I was  thence  led  to  fufpedf  that 
his  degree  of  do<flor  might  be  as  fitfitious  as  his  licence 
from  Edinburgh,  and  to  make  enquiries  on  the  fubjedf  ; 
confequence  of  which  1 am  enabled  to  Hate  on  what  I 
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confider  undoubted  authority,  that  no  doaor’s  degree  in 
medicine  has  been  given  to  any  one  bearing  the  name  of 
James  Borland  by  any  univerfity  or  college  in  Scotland, 
at  leall  not  fince  Mr.  Borland,  infpeaor  ofhofpitals,  has 
been  of  an  age  to  receive  fuch  degree,  unlefs,  which  is 
not  probable,  he  fhould  have  obtained  one  within  a few 
weeks.  As  Mr.  Borland  feems  to  have  firft  advanced 
his  pretenfion  to  academical  honors  while  he  was  at  Ayr 
in  1798,  I naturally  concluded  that  his  doaor’s  diploma, 
if  he  pofTeffed  one,  muft  have  been  obtained  from  fome 
univerfity  in  Scotland,  efpecially  as  1 knew  of  no  other 
univerfity  where  he  could  have  obtained  it  at  all,  without 
going  to  fome  foreign  country,  where,  from  the  places 
and  fervices  in  which  he  had  been  employed,  it  was  not 
credible  that  he  could  have  been.  I therefore  concluded 
that  he  was  no  better  intitled  to  be  confidered  as  a doaor 
in  phyfic  than  as  a licentiate  of  Edinburgh.-Wifhing. 
however,  to  avoid  all  poflibility  of  doing  him  injuftice,  I 
wrote  to  him  a letter  in  the  lollowing  words;  viz. 

Sir,  As  I (hall  have  occafion  to  introduce  your 
name  in  a work  which  I am  on  the  point  of  fending  to 
the  prefs,  and  as  I wdfh  to  mention  you  with  every  proper 
diftin(Slion,  I requeft  you  to  inform  me  W’hether  or  no  I 
am  to  confider  you  as  having  obtained  a degree  of  doftor 
of  medicine,  and  from  what  univerfity.  I am, 

When  writing  this  letter  I fuppofed  that  if  Mr.  Borland 
poflefifed  no  degrpe,  he  would,  under  fome  pretence, 
evade  giving  me  an  anfwer  ; but  that  if  he  had  in  reality 
obtained  one,  he  w’ould  be  glad  of  an  opportunity  of 
mentioning  the  place  whence  it  had  been  obtained,  and 
of  removing  all  doubt  on  the  fubjedf,  for  he  muft  have 
been  fenfible,  that  after  the  detedlign  which  had  been 


83 


made  in  regard  to  his  pretended  licence  from  Edinburgh,* 
fuch  doubts  muft  naturally  obtrude  themfelves  upon  any 
man  of  common  refledl^ion,  and  that  it  would  therefore 
ill  become  him  to  affed;  to  take  offence  at  their  exigence, 
or  at  any  enquiry  on  the  fubje6f.  As  I had  expelled,  it 
has  happened  that  I have  received  no  anfwer  to  my 
letter ; and  1 therefore  conclude,  without  any  hcfitation, 
that  Mr.  James  Borland  is  not  a do61or  in  phyfic  or 
medicine,and  that  I am  bound  to  withhold  from  him  the 
appellation  of  dodor,  I have  not  withheld  the  appella- 
tion from  the  author,  Robert  Jackfon,  w^hofe  work  I am 
now  refuting,  although,  ioxmany  reafons,  I am  very  far 
from  being  convinced  that  he  is  entitled  to  it. 

Dr.  Jackfon  in  fome  of  his  former  publications  had 
loudly  complained  of  a fuppofed  rule  or  law  by 


♦ How  Dr.  Borland  came  to  think  of  flating’  himfelf  to  be  a 
licentiate  of  Edinburgh,  is  befl:  known  to  himfelf.  That  cele- 
brated ‘‘  irregular’''’  Dr.  Lafl;  appears  to  have  been  informed  by 
“ Sawney  M‘Gregorthe  pedlar,”  “ as  how  he  might  have  a 
licence  from  Edinburgh,  to  praclife,  on  paying  for  it!”  Whe- 
ther Mr.  Borland  obtained  firnilar  information  from  Sawney, 
or  from  of  Sawney’s  relations,  I know  not;  nor  do  I with  to 
make  an  odious  comparifon  by  introducing  Dr.  Laft  on  this 
occafion.  I feel,  indeed,  that  I barely  do  juftice  to  his  me- 
mory by  admitting  the  candour  ai)d  honefty  with  which  he 
appears  to  have  a<5ledin  the  fteps  taken  by  him  for  the  purpcfe 
of  obtaining  a licence;  for  though  he  had  heard  of  Edinburgh, 
and  from  its  dihance  might  alfo  have  impofed  himfelf  upon 
others  as  a licentiate  of  its  college,  yet,  difdaining  fuch  impofi- 
tion,  became  to  town  and  enquired  the  way  to  Warwick-lane, 
faying,  “ I wants  a diplumma.”  and  after  unrefervedly  ftating 
his  former  occupationSy  fubmitted  to  an  examination  without  re- 
luElance  or  evaficn.  his  methods  of  treating  the  fick  had,  indeed, 
fome  novelty,  but  I muff  declare  that  I would  rather  fubmit 
to  them,  than  to  thofe  which  Mr.  Borland  is  underflood  to 
have  employed  at  Chatham. 
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which  furgcons  w'ere  pfecluded  from  even  the  polTibllify 
of  becoming  army  phyficians ; and  being  perfuaded  that 
he  really  believed  in  the  exiflence  of  fnch  a law,  I took 
the  trouble  at  p.94  of  my  Letter  to  the  Commiffioners,  to 
explain  and  corredl  this  miftake.  But  it  appeared  foon 
after,  by  Mr.  Keate^s  publication,  that  Dr.  Jackfon  had 
been  feveral  years  well  acquainted  with  his  Majefty's 
order  of  tne  12th  of  March,  1798,  for  enabling  army 
furgeons  to  become  army  phyficians  by  undergoing  a 
fuitable  examination.  Regardlefs,  however,  of  this 
order,  and  of  my  former  flatement  refpedfing  it,  Dr. 
Jackfon  has  (at  p.  8.)  again  (according  to  his  ufual  prac. 
ticej  repeated  his  mifreprefentation,  concerning  this  fup- 
pofed  law,  and  aferibed  it  to  the  Phyfician-general ; pro- 
bably becaufe,  according  to  the  arrangement  of  his  ideas 
on  the  fubjedf,  he  finds  it  convenient  to  fuppofe  and 
pretend  that  the  furgeons  have  been  treated  unjulily  ; 
though,  excepting  the  (hort  interval  when  Mr.  Hunter 
held  the  office  of  Surgeon-general,  there  never  was  a 
time  when  army  furgeons  in  Great  Britain  could,  if 
duly  qualified,  fo  eafily  become  army  phyficians  as  at 
prefent.  It  is  indeed  true,  that  on  foreign  fervice,  when 
an  army  phyfician  died,  the  commander  in  chief  w'as 
fometimes  allowed  to  fill  up  the  vacancy,  without  wait- 
ing for  any  appointment  or  infirudlion' from  Great  Bri- 
tain ; which  (befides  a regard  for  patronage]  the  exigen- 
cies of  the  fervice  might  require  him  to  do  ; and  in  fuch 
cafes,  phyficians  not  being  at  hand,  fu^rgeons  were  com- 
monly promoted.  But  I have  not  been  able  to  difeover  a 
Jingle  injiance^  in  which  a furgeon  was  appointed  in  Great 
Britain  to  be  an  armyq^hyfician,  excepting  thofe  nomi- 
nated by  Mr.  Hunter.  What  he  did  in  this  rcfpe^^l,  w’as 
therefore  an  innovation.  What  Air.  Gunning  and  Mr. 
Kcate  did  previous  to  Sir  Clifton  Wintringliam’s  death, 


was  a return  to  the  former  prad\ice,  as  defcribed  by  Dr. 
Donald  Monro,  to  which  the  prefent  Phyfician-general 
has  adhered  ; and,  therefore,  the  CommilTioncrs  were 
egregioujly  fiiijled  on  this  fubjedl  by  JDr.  yackjon* 

In  the  fame  page  Dr.  Jackfon  pretends  not  to  under- 
ftand  the  anfwer  given  by  the  Phyfician-general  to  the 
ConamifiTioners,  importing  his  belief  that  army  fur- 
geons  are  lefs  fit  than  regularly  educated  phyficians, 
to  be  appointed  phyficians  to  his  Majefty^s  forces,  be- 
caufe  the  education  of  the  former  does  not  lead  them 
to  a knowledge  of  principles:’'  and  he  (Dr.  Jack- 
fon) adds,  that  this  anfwer  either  ‘‘  means  nothing,  or 
it  means,  that  medical  fcience  can  be  learned  according 
to  principle,  only  at  privileged  places,  though  it  be 
knawn  to  every  one  that  there  was  not,  when  this  rule  was 
enuB.edy  a regular  medical  fchool  at  either  Oxford  or 
Cambridge  ; not  even  a public  hofpital  w'here  the  flu- 
dent  had  the  opportunity  of  verifying  the  truth  of  his 
principle,  by  application  in  pradlice.’'  Here,  as  in  other 
parts  of  Dr.  Jackfon’s  pamphlet, is  a mixture  of  miftate- 
ments  and  abfurdity.  The  time  at  which  there  was 
not  a regular  medical  fchcol  at  Oxford  or  Cambridge, 
is  flated  to  be  that  at  which  a certain  rule,  that  never 
exiftedy  was  enadled  ; and  this  alfo  is  the  time  when,  ac- 
cording to  Dr.  Jackfon,  there  was  not  either  at  Oxford 
or  Cambridge,  “ a public  hofpital.”  He  might  in  this 
way  have  faid  that  at  the  time  when  that  which  never 
has  exifted  began  to  exift,  there  was  not  even  an  uni- 
verfity  at  Oxford  or  Cambridge.  But  if  Dr.  Jackfon 
means  to  fpeak  of  things  within  the  memory  of  man, 
he  betrays  extreme  ignorance  in  not  knowing  that  con- 
trary to  his  afiertion  there  is,  and  for  nearly  fifty  years 
has  been,  a public  hofpital,  which  bears  the  name 
.of  Dr.  Radcllff,  at  Oxford^  and  another,  bearing  the 
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name  of  Dr.  Addenhroh^  at  Cambridge,  which  began  to 
be  built  in  1753,  and  was  opened  for  the  reception  of 
patients  in  1766  ; at  the  latter  of  which  I found,  with 
others  of  my  cotemporaries  who  ftudied  medicine,  “ an 
opportunity  of  verifying  the  truth  of  my  principle  by  ap- 
plication in  practice."  The  boldnefs  with  which  he 
afferts  that  which  is  untrue  is  deferving  of  notice  : he 
fcorns  to  qualify  his  ftatements  by  faying,  that  he  has 
heard,  or  has  reafon  to  believe,  that  things  are  as  he  rc- 
prefents  them,  but  at  once  hazards  the  moft  politive  af- 
fertions,  and  thus  fays  that  it  is  “ known  to  every  one,’* 
that  there  was  not  (about  fifteen  years  ago),  a public 
hofpital  at  Oxford  or  Cambridge,”  although  it  is  a mat- 
ter of  public  notoriety, that  there  had  long  been  one  in 
each  of  thofe  towns  : and  if  Dr,  Jackfon  is  fo  little  dif- 
pofedtotake  the  trouble  of  informing  himfelf  corre6Uy 
on  points  which  may  be  fo  eafily  afeertained  as  the  ex- 
iftence  of  an  hofpital  at  Oxford  or  Cambridge,  can  it  be 
believed,  that  he  w’rites  with  any  proper  folicitude  for 
truth,  or  anxiety  to  avoid  mifleading  his  reader  ? In 
faying  that  there  is  no  regular  medical  fchool  'at  Oxford 
or  Cambridge,  Dr.  Jackfon  can  only  mean,  I prefumc, 
that  fome  of  the  medical  profeflbrs  there,  do  not  read 
public  ledlures:  but  the  phyficians  who  graduate  at  thefe 
univerfities,  know  how  to  fupply  that  and  every  other 
defedt ; and  probably  there  is  not  one  among  them 
who  did  not  previoufly  make  himfelf  a pupil  to  fome 
of  the  London  hofpitals,  as  well  as  to  the  beft  medical 
ledfures  in  the  metropolis,  and  many  of  them  have  more- 
over reforted  not  only  to  Edinburgh,  but  to  various 
parts  of  Europe,  for  the  chance  of  farther  improvement. 
And  though  it  be  true  that  the  Englifh  univerfities  arc 
not  the  only,  nor  perhaps  the  very  bell  places  for  gaining 
mere  medical  knowledge, there  are  always  firong  grounds 
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©f  prefumptioii  In  favour  of  thofe  phyficlans  who  obtain 
medical  honors  at  either  of  them.  They  muft  at  leaft 
have  been  for  a great  length  of  time,  and  probably  from 
early  infancy,  placed  in  the  way  of  being  liberally  edu- 
cated ; and  ten  years  mull  have  elapfed  after  admiflion 
before  they  can  be  created  dodlors  ; during  which  time 
they  mull  have  had  the  means  and  opportunities  of  gain- 
ing knowledge  in  great  extent  and  variety.  Their  moral 
conduft  alfo  muft  during  this  long  interval  have  been 
liable  to  frequent  obfervation,  and  as  any  ferious  devia- 
tion from  propriety  and  redlitude  of  behaviour,  would 
produceexpulfion, there  muft  always  be  much  greater  cer- 
taintyin  regard  both  to  the  charadler  and  qualifications  of 
perfons  educated  and  graduated  at  an  Englilh  univerfity, 
than  there  can  be  in  regard  to  thofe  whofe  “ origin,  ac- 
cording to  Dr.  Jackfon,  is  obfeure,  and  whofe  progrefs 
has  been  irregular and  alfo.  I do  not  mean 

here  to  detradl  from  the  merits  of  thofe  gentlemen  who 
have  been  liberally  educated  at  other  univerfities,  or 
even  at  places  which  are  not  univerfities,  fome  of  whom 
by  greater  application  and  perhaps  by  fuperior  intelle£l,' 
have  amply  compenfated  for  any  difference  in  the  places 
of  their  education;  I wifti  only  to  explain  the  nature  of 
the  education,  which  the  phyficians  who  have  graduated 
at  the  Englifti  univerfities  have  undergone,  and  which 
is  perpetually  mifreprefented  by  irregulars  like  Dr.  Jack- 
fon, and  to  leave  others  to  decide,  which  fyftem  of 
medical  education  is  in  general  to  be  preferred. 

At  p.  g.  Dr.  Jackfon  ftates  that  a young  man,  who 
knows  Greek  and  Latin,  mathematics  and  logic,  as  well 
as  a Cambridge  ftudent,  for  inftance  as  weil  as  Dr.  Ban- 
croft himfelf,  and  who  attends  the  fame  courfe  of  lec- 
tures, and  walks  the  fame  hofpitals,  and  at  the  fame  time, 
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in  London  or  at  Edinburgh  as  Dr.  B.  does,’’  is  ex- 
cluded from  becoming  an  army  phyfician  becaufe  he 
has  not  ‘‘  kept  his  terms,”  at  one  of  the  Englifli  uni- 
verfities.  It  is  impoffible  however,  that  Dr.  Jackfon 
fliould  not  know  better  what  (Qualifications  are  neceffary 
in  the  psrfon  who  wiflies  to  become  an  army-phyfician. 
None  has  ever  been  reejuired  by  the  phyfician-general, 
but  thofe  which  are  required  by  the  law  of  the  land  of 
every  perfon  pracSfifing  phyfic  in  England.  If  the  laws 
be  defedfive,  let  them  be  amended,  but  until  they  are 
amended  it  may  be  prefumed  that  the  legiflature  does 
not  think  they  need  amendment,  and  therefore  it  is  pro- 
per that  they  (liould  be  obeyed  ; and  while  even  the  poor 
lick  who  folicit  charitable  relief  from  the  public  hofpi- 
tals  in  London,  are  allow^ed  the  afliftance  of  phyficians 
legally  entitled  to  pradlice,  can  it  be  reafonable  not  to 
make  at  leaft  an  equally  good  provifion  for  the  more  fe- 
rious  cafes  of  ficknefs,  which  occur  in  the  military  gene- 
ral hofpitals  among  thofe  who  are  employed  to  defend 
our  country.  If  the  oerfon  who  is  fuppofed  by  Dr.  Jack- 
fon  to  have  attended  the  fame  courfes  of  lefcfures,  and  to 
have  w'alked  the  fame  holpitals  with  me  in  London,  and 
at  Edinburgh,  has  duly  profited  by  thefe  opportunities  of 
infiruflion,  let  him/^ro-t;^  //,  by  fubmitting  to  the  ufual 
examinations,  and  obtaining  the  necefifary  licence  to 
pradfice  phyfic  ; and  when  he  has  done  this^  he  may  in 
his  turn  become  an  army  phyfician. 

At  p.  lo.  Dr.  Jackfon  mentions  my  Iraving  ‘‘appeared 
at  the  Cove  of  Cork  in  the  year  1796,  on  my  paflage  to 
the  Wed  Indies.”  I was  unfortunately  compelled  to 
appear  there,  after  having  quitted  tw^o  fcveral  hofpital 
fliips  wlaich  had  been  difabled  by  florms  from  performing 
the  voyage,  and  after  having  narrowly  efcaped  fltip-. 


89 


wreck  on  the  fouth-weft  coaft  of  Ireland,  and  this  fa6l, 
of  no  importance  to  the  public,  is  here  introduced  by  Dr. 
Jackfon,  for  the  fake  of  again  indulging  his  propenfity  to 
detradt  from  every  one  who  has  been  educated  either  at 
Oxford  or  Cambridge;  for  the  fight  or  recolleflion  of  one 
fo  educated,  feems  to  provoke  his  animofity  nearly  in 
the  fame  manner  as  a bit  of  fcarlet  cloth  docs  that  of  a 
turkey  cock.  “ There  were  then  (he  adds)  on  the  medi- 
cal ftaff  at  that  place,  young  men  deftined  for  the  fame 
fcrvice,  of  riper  years,  and  I have  reafon  to  believe  not 
inferior  in  claffical  education  to  the,  DoBor  ; men  who  had 
attended  more  ledlures,  walked  more  hofpitals  than  the 
Dodfor  from  his  years  could  be  fuppofed  to  have  done  : 
nay,  feme  of  them  had  been  entrufted  with  the  care  of 
fick  men,  yet  they  were  ignorant  and  inferior  in  his  efti- 
mation,  and  incapable  according  to  the  regulations  of  Sir 
Lucas  Pepys,  of  preferibing  for  a patient."  Here  Dr. 
Jackfon  manifefts  the  impotency,  as  well  as  the  acti- 
vity, ofhis  ill-will  towards  me.  Ifrobably  thofe  who 
may  know  that  befides  other  advantages,  1 had  that  of 
being  the  pupil  of  Dr.  Parr  and  Dr.  Charles  Burney, 
may  think  it  fuperfluous  in  me  even  to  notice  an  obferva- 
tion  upon  my  claflTical  education,  from  one  fo  deficient 
in  that  refpect  as  Dr.  Jackfon.  That  he  could  have  no 
reafon  to  believe  f what  he  pretends  is  moll  certain, 
not  only  becaufe  he  was  not  qualified  to  form  a judgment 
upon  this  fubjedl,  but  becaufe  I never  gave  him  the 
leaft  opportunity.  I had  previoufiy  heard  fomething  of 
Dr.  Jackfon,  and  been  taught  not  to  call  pearls  before 
fwine.  Of  the  young  men,  who  according  to  Dr.  Jack- 
fon,had  attended  more  leaures  and  walked  more  hofpitals 
than  myfelf,!  do  not  know  enough  to  contradia,  though 
1 do  not  believe,  his  alfertion.  Be  that,  however,  as  it 
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may,  I flatter  myfelf,  that  I bad  done  enough  in  this 
way  to  qualify  me  for  taking  care  of  lick  men,  efpccially 
as  I have  never  learned  that  my  treatment  of  them  was 
thought  to  be  lefs  fuccefsful  than  the  treatment  of  other 
army  phyficians#  ^What  hofpital  or  what  ledlures  Dr, 
Jackfon  had  attended  when  he  migrated  for  the  chance 
of  being  allowed  to  take  on  himfelf  “the  care  of  fick 
men,”  I have  not  been  able  to  difeover,  and  this  is  one 
of  the  evils  refulting  from  the  obfcurlty  as  well  as  irregu. 
larity  of  his  pregrefs. 

At  p.  14  Dr.  Jackfon  repeats  his  mifreprefentation 
refpe61ing  the  fuppofed  appointment  of  a "‘young  man 

22,  who  had  never  treated  difeafes,  &c,  to  be  an 
army  phyfician,  and  which  h'as  been  already  fufficiently 
noticed.  He  afterwards  proceeds  to  frame  what  he  thinks 
a moft  cmbarralTing  dilemma,  and  fancies  himfelf  able 
to  drive  the  Phyfician-general  into  it.  This  dilemma 
is  founded  upon  the  Phyfician  generaPs  having  declared, 
that,  in  his  opinion  regimental  furgeons  were  lefs  fit  for 
the  office  of  army-phyfician,  than  perfons  regularly  edu- 
cated as  phyficians.  “ This,  fays  Dr.  Jackfon,  muff; 
in  fafl  either  be  regarded  as  a calumny  on  the  whole 
body  of  the  clafs  (of  regimental  furgeons),  or  it  re- 
proaches himfelf  with  a dereliaion  of  his  duty  in  having 
permitted  their  work  of  deftruction,  (i.  e,  their  pra^icc 
in  regimental  hofpitals),to  go  on  fo  long  without  remon- 
ffrance  on  his  part.”  To  deteH  and  refute  this  poor, 
yet  malevolent  fophiffry  requires  lefs  ability  than  pa- 
tience.  Would  any  reafonable  and  candid  mind  ever 
conceive,  becaufe  the  Phyfician-general  has  ffated  one 

defeription  of  men  to  be  belter  qualified  for  the  medical 

treatment  of  the  fick  than  regimental  furgeons,  and 
therefore  more  proper  to  aa  as  army  phyficians  in  gene- 
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ral  hofpitals,  to  which  the  worft  cafes  of[ficknefs  are 
commonly  fent,  that  to  prove  his  fincerity  and  obviate 
the  charge  of  calumny,  he  muft  exert  himfelfin  ^^ting 
the  regimental  furgeons  difcarded  from  the  army,  and 
regular  phylicians  appointed  in  their  Head  ? 

It  accords  with  the  courfe  and  intentions  of  nature, 
that  men  and  things  in  this  world  (hould  pofiefs  various 
qualities  and  qualifications,  of  which  the  beft  are  not  the 
moft  numerous,  and  therefore  not  attainable  by  every 
body.  It  might  be  defirable  that  the  fick  in  country 
towns  and  in  regimental  hofpitals,  (hould  have  the  af- 
fifiance  of  the  moft  able  phyficians,  ofthofefor  example, 
who  are  at  the  height  of  their  profelTionin  this  metropo- 
lis ; but  phyficians  fo  qualified  are  not  fufficiently  nu- 
merous, even  if  theincreafed  expence  did  not  conftitute 
an  infuperable  objeftion.  It  is,  indeed,  not  without  great 
difficulty  that  the  army  can  be  provided  with  the  fcanty 
number  of  medical  officers  which  now  belong  to  it, 
and  it  is  highly  perverfe,  abfurd,and  malicious  to  pretend 
that  the  Phyfician-general,  however  convinced  he  may 
be,  that  the  regimental  furgeons  are  inferior  to  regular 
phyficians,  as  praBitisners  ofphyfic,  is  bound  to  waftehis 
influence  and  efforts  for  the  chimerical  and  impractica- 
ble purpofe  of  getting  phyficians  with  the  very  beft  qua- 
lifications appointed  to  perform  the  duties  of  regimental 
furgeons,  a clafs  of  men  with  whofe  appointment  or 
difmiffion  he  has  in  fa6l  no  concern  whatever.  Dr. 
Jackfon  might  with  full  as  much  reafon  accufe  the  legif- 
lature  of  calumniating  the  regimental  furgeons  by  re- 
quiring, as  a legal  title  to  pradUce  phyfic  in  civil  life, 
certain  qualifications  which  they  do  not  commonly  pof- 
fefs,  though  they  are  permitted  to  take  care  of  the  fick  in 
regimental  hofpitals. 
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At  p,  17,  Dr.  Jackfon,  finding  himfelf  at  a lofs  for 
fa6fs  and  arguments,  makes  a curious  attempt  to  oppofe 
my  former  rcafoning  in  favour  of  the  regular  phyficians, 
by  coritraflingthem,  not  with  the  furgeonsas  they  now  exift 
in  the  army,  but  with  certain  imaginary  beings  intended 
to  be  produced  according  to  the  Utopian  projedl  contained 
in  hii  publication  ot  1805  : by  this  comparifon  of  reali- 
ties on  one  fide,  and  non**.ndties  on  the  other,  his  read- 
ers are  to  be  enabled  to  judge  of  the  pretenfions  of  the 
regulars  and  irregulars,  that  is  of  the  college  phyfician, 
and  regimental  furgeon  afpiring  to  be  army  phyficians.*' 
The  project  in  queflion,  as  here  republifhed,  is  fo 
impracticable  that  I lhall  not  wafte  my  time  by  examining 
it  in  detail — If  men  could  be  obtained  with  the  qualifica- 
tions which  he  fuppofes  (and  which  vaflly  exceed  thofc 
which  were  poffelfed  by  Dr.  Jackfon  himfelf,  or  any  of 
his  confederates  when  they  entered  the  fervice)  and  they 
would  condefeend  to  become  candidates  for  his  army 
medical  jchooly*  a great  part  of  the  difficulty  might  be  re- 
moved ; but  of  this  there  is  no  hope,  confidering  how 
little  fuccefs  has  attended  Mr.  Knight’s  eftablifhmcnt  for 
medical  cadets,  and  the  impoffibility  of  obtaining  fuffici- 
ent  numbers  of  hofpital  mates  who,  with  qualifications 
very  inferior  to  thofe  required  by  Dr.  Jackfon  for  his 
fchool,  are  at  once  made  commiffioned  officers  with^ 
Qut  going  to  fchool.  And  after  all,  fuch  candidates,  if 
they  could  be  found,  wmuld  feldom  become  men  of  fei- 
ence  in  the  army,  whatever  experience  they  might  ac- 
quire in  the  ordinary  practice  of  phyfic.  Feeling, however, 
that  this  fallacious  comparifon  of  ‘‘  college  phyficians” 
with  the  imaginary  beings  intended  to  be  produced  in  his 
army  medical  fchool,  may  not  prove  fatisfadlory.  Dr. 
Jackfon  proceeds  at  p.  25.  to  propofe  another  method  of 
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cfcciding  the  queftion  by  a fpecies  of  trial  fo  prepoftcroils 
that  one  can  hardly  believe  him  ferious  (though  he  pre- 
tends to  be  fo)  in  propofing  it. 

“ Let  a divifion  of  the  army  (fays  he)  the  largeft  coK 
lefted  atone  place  in  Great  Britain,  and  one  moreover 
llationed  at  the  Uajl  healthy  pofition  in  the  ifland,  be  divi- 
ded into  two  equal  parts.  That  the  condition  of  the 
parts  may  be  as  nearly  alike  as  pofiible,  let  the  half  of 
the  feveral  regiments  of  which  the  force  is  compofed  be 
thrown  into  one  divifion,  the  other  half  into  the  other,— 
the  companies  taken  from  right  to  left  alternately ; and 
that  there  be  no  advantage  or  difadvantage  on  either  part 
on  the  head  of  difeipline  and  economy,  let  the  troops  re- 
main in  their  barracks  or  tents  in  the  famemanner  as  they 
were  formerly,  only  let  the  fick  of  one  divifion  be  com- 
mitted to  the  care  of  regular  phyficians,  that  of  the  other 
to  a perfon  who  has  ferved  as  regimental  furgeon.  As 
the  troops  thus  committed  to  medical  experiment  arc 
equal  in  number,  fo  they  are  fuppofed  to  be  equal  in  all 
things  which  relate  to  their  health,  ihehofpitals  as  near- 
ly fo  as  pofiTible;  but  though  the  extent  and  external 
form  of  the  hofpitals  be  the  fame,  it  is  allowed,  that  the 
perfons  to  whom  the  medical  care  is  committed,  make  fuch 
arrangements  in  the  interior  as  may  beft  correfpond  with 
their  views  of  fuccefsful  pra6lice.’*  Matters  being  thus 
arranged,  Dr.  Jackfon  propofes  that  thePhyfician-geiieral 
as  “ chief  of  the  regulars,  and  officially  the  firft  medical 
perfon  in  the  kingdom*’  fhall  come  forward  as  their  cham- 
pion ; and  on  the  other  fide  Dr.  Jackfon,  being  as  he  juft- 
ly  obferves  “ conftitutionaliy  more  adventurous  than 
wife,*’voluntarily  offers  himfelf  “ for  combat”  as  champi- 
on ofthe  regimental  furgeons.  “ indeed, fayshe,  I claim  i|; 
as  my  right.  I aip,  1 believe,  the  oldeft  infpedor  of  hofpi_ 
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tals  poffefling  aphyficlan’s  diploma**(meanIng,  perhaps,  a 
degree,  if  indeed  he  pofTefles  one,  from  St,  Andrew’s  or 
Aberdeen,  where  degrees  are  granted  to  perfons  who  ne- 
ver faw,  nor  ever  were  feen  at  either  place)  “ and  a phy- 
lician’s  commlflion,”  (obtained  it  appears  without  the 
knowledge  of  the  army  medical  board,  and  without 
his  having  undergone  the  flighteft  examination)  ‘‘  who 
has  a61ed  as  a regimental  furgeon.”  “ 1 am  alfo” 
(he  adds  with  great  truth),  “ notorious  among  the  ir- 
regulars, &c.”  After  thus  defcribing  himfelf  and  the 
grounds  of  his  own  claim  to  be  the  champion  of  the  irre- 
gulars, he  boafls  of  his  ability  not  only  to  perform  the 
duty  of  a phyfician  better  than  the  Phyfician  general,  but 
to  perform  much  more  of  it y and  therefore  offers  the  latter 

two  phyficians,  viz.  Dr.  Bancroft,  and  any  one  he 
pleafes,  toaflift  in  the  execution  of  a duty  which  I (adds  he) 
as  an  irregular,  profefs  to  perform  fingly  even  without  a 
clerk  to  write  my  prefcriptions.” 

Believing  Dr.  Jackfon  to  be,  according  to  his  own  ac- 
count of  himfelf,  “ conftitutionally  more  adventurous  than 
wife/’  I at  firft  thought  it  not  very  improbable  that  he 
Blight  have  been  really  in  earneff,  when  this  ftrange  pro- 
pofal  was  made,  and  I allowed  myfelf  to  form  conjec- 
tures refpeding  the  ways  in  which  he  might  have  exped- 
ed  to  difpatch  his  part  of  the  bufinefs,  fo  much  more  ex- 
pcditioufly  than  regular  phyficians  ; I had  not  however 
proceeded  far  in  thefe  conjedfures  (the  refults  of  which 
will  be  given  in  another  place)  before  I was  convinced 
that,  with  all  his  rafhnefs,he  had  never  been  fo  indifcreet 
ind  extravagant  as  either  to  expeft  or  hope  that  this  pro- 
pofal  would  be  adopted. 

It  is  indeed  truly  ridiculous  to  fuppofe,  that,  in  a time 
adfivc  war  like  the  prefent,  his  Majcfty’s  miniffer§ 
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could  ever  be  induced  to  ftation  a divifion  of  the 
army,  the  largeft  collefted  at  any  one  place  in  Great 
Britain,  at  the  haft  healthy  pofition  in  the  ifland,”  and 
inhumanly  to  retain  fo  large  a body  of  men  in  this  mojl 
unwhokfome  fituation,  for  the  fpace  of  “ twelve  months^ 
(for  he  fays  “ the  queftion  cannot  be  properly  decided 
inlefs),’*in  order  to  give  him  (Dr.  Jackfon)  an  oppor- 
tunity  of  again  pra£filing  thofe  ftrange  modes  of  treating 
Tick  foldiers,  which  were  followed  by  fuch  extraordi- 
nary  mortality  at  Chatham,  and  in  the  Ifle  of  W^ight, 
while  he  and  Mr.  Borland  were  placed  there. 

Dr.  Jackfon,  with  all  his  apparent  fimplicity,  knows 
as  well  as  any  other  man  how  to  pra<Stife  fimulation 
and  ftratagem  : that  he  has*  pradifed  both  in  propofing 
the  comparative  trial  above-mentioned,  will  be  manifeft 
by  the  following  tranfadlion,  of  which  an  account  has 
been  lately  publifhed  by  Sir  John  M.  Hayes,  Dr.  Hun- 
ter, Mr.  Weir,  and  Dr.  Pinckard,  who  were  appointed 
a fpecial  medical  board  in  December,  i8oi,  to  inveQigatc 
Dr.  Jackfon’s  condua  at  the  depot  hofpital  in  the  Jlle 
of  Wight.  When  thefe  gentlemen  were  preparing  to 
go  to  the  Ifle  of  Wight,  they  wrote  a letter  to  the  Secre- 
tary at  war,  dated  the  24th  of  that  month,  in  which,  after 
mentioning  the  medical  treatment  ftated  to  be  employed 


* Another  inftance  of  this  fpecies  of  knowledge  has  very  re- 
cently occurred  in  his  application  for  a court-martial  upon 
himfelf,  in  confequence  of  Mr.  Keate’ s late  publication,  when 
lie  knew  well  that  having  been  on  half-pay  more  than  twice 
three  years,  it  was  impolTible  he  could  be  tried  by  martial  law 
for  any  a6lion  of  his  life.  He  thought,  however,  that  by  feein- 
ing  to  be  ignorant  of  this  immunity,  and  anxious  lor  the  trial 
of  his  condua,  he  might  make  others  believe  that  he  was 
confident  of  being  able  to  juftify  himfelf. 


by  Dr.  Jackfon,  they  faid  “ if  any  doubt  arife  how  far  his 
judgment  may  be  influenced  by  attachment  to  any  parti- 
cular  fyllem  or  opinions,  (fuch  as  his  treatment  by  de- 
pletion), we  conceive  that  the  only  judicious  way  of 
deciding  upon  a point  of  this  kind,  is  by  experience  and 
fair  trial.  We  do  not  indeed  know  of  any  other.  If 
Dr.  Jackfon  take  charge  of  one  half  of  the  patients  in 
the  hofpital,  and  the  two  phyficians,  (Dr.  Sutton  and 
Dr.  Rogerfon)  now  in  thelfleof  Wight,  take  charge  of 
the  other  half,  diftinft  returns  from  each  will  foon 
demonftrate  whether  there  be  any  thing  in  Dr.  Jack- 
fon’s  pradice  that  occafions  the  mortality.”  Soon  after 
writing  the  letter,  of  which  the  preceding  is  an  extradf, 
thefe  gentlemen  went  to  the  Ifle  of  Wight,  and  having 
finifhed  their  examinations  at  that  place,  they  enquired 
®f  Dr.  Jackfon  if  he  was  acquainted  with  the  contents 
of  their  letter  of  the  24th  December,  to  the  Secretary 
at  war,  ‘‘  in  which  they  had  propofed  what  appeared  to 
them  to  be  the  faireft  and  beft  method  of  bringing  to 
iflTue  the  queftion  of  praflice,  by  inftituting  a comparifon 
between  the  fuccefs  of  his  treatment  of  difeafes,  and 
that  of  other  phyficians.  To  this  he  replied  that  he  had 
received  a copy  of  the  letter  from  the  Secretary  at  war. 
The  board  then  expreffcdto  Dr.  Jackfon  the  importance 
which  they  attached  to  eftablifhing  this  comparifon, 
and  a rumour  having  reached  them  that  he  intended 
to  refign  his  appointment  at  the  depot,  they  recommended 
to  him  not  to  do  fo  until  the  trial  had  been  made.”  In 
fairnefs  to  Dr.  Jackfon,  they  reprefented  to  him,  as  I 
have  been  well  informed,  that  his  pradice  had 'been 
confidered  in  a great  degree  Angular,  and  fufpeaed  at 
leaft  of  doing  harm  5 that  a refignation  under  the  ex- 
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ifting  circumftances,  would  probably  leave  unfavourable 
impreflions  refpefling  his  condu6i: ; and  that  in  their 
judgment,  the  only  way  by  which  he  could  juftify  him- 
felf,  was  by  continuing  {ox  fix  months  longer  at  leajl  at 
the  depot  hofpital,  and  immediately  inftituting  the  trial 
they  had  propofed.  Finding,  however,  that  Dr.  Jackfon 
did  not  incline  to  make  it,  one  of  the  board  who  had 
on  many  occafions  manifefted  his  delire  to  ferve  him, 
called  him  afide,  and  on  the  ground  of  former  friend- 
fhip,  renewed  in  prelTing  terms  the  advice  previoully 
given;  but  Dr.  Jackfon,  notwithftanding  thefe  urgent 
recommendations,  did  not  choofe  to  enter  upon  any  fuch 
trial,  though  the  fpecial  board  conlidered  the  Secretary 
at  war  as  having  confented  to  it,  and  though  as  head  of 
the  hofpital,  he  had  the  option  and  power  of  doing  fo 
whenever  he  pleafed,  and  would  in  that  charafter 
have  been  able  at  leaft  to  do  full  jujiice  to  htmfelf  in  the 
divifionof  the  patients.  As  Dr.  Jackfon  at  that  time, 

and  in  oppofition  to  fuch  refpe61able  advice,  fhrunk  from 
a trial  of  his  fkill,  and  of  his  peculiar  methods  of  treating 
thtfick,  when  it  could  have  been  made  without  any  ad- 
dition of  expence,  fo  eafily,  and  under  circumftances 
the  mofl:  favourable  to  himfelf,  nobody  will  believe  that 
in  making  his  laft  propofal(expenlive,  impracfficable,  and 
mifehievous  as  it  muft  prove)  he  could  have  either  ex- 
peded  or  defired  that  it  lliould  be  adopted,  or  that  it  was 
any  thing  elfe  than  a contrivance  to  gain  unmerited  credit 
by  fallacious  appearances. 

At  the  bottom  of  p.  29,  Dr.  Jackfon  makes  it  a quef- 
tion,  or  matter  of  doubt,  whether  my  “ third  for  rank 
and  pav  be  fatiable.”  Of  the  propriety  of  raifing  fuch  a 
doubt  concerning  one  who  has  been  thirteen  years  in  the 
army,  without  any  addition  to  his  original  rank  and  pay. 
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while  To  many  officers  have  been  promoted  over  him  from 
fubordinate  ftations,  let  others  judge;  and  let  them  alfo 
judge  of  the  decency  oF  fuch  a doubt,  in  one,  who  wdthin 
little  more  than  two  months  after  becoming  a regimental 
furgeon,  not  only  folicited  importunately  to  be  promoted 
to  the  rank,  of  an  army-phyfician,  but  alfo  to  be  allowed 
to  fell  the  furgeoncy  which  he  had  not  purchafed^  though  he 
has  thought  proper  publicly  to  boaft  (1803,  p.  113)  of 
his  having  “ fought  employment  in  the  army,  to  the  neg- 
lect of  perfonal  intereft.’’ 

■ At  p.  30  and  31,  Dr.  Jackfon  endeavours  to  elude  the 
argument  which  I had  employed  to  demonftrate  the  be- 
nefit refulting  from  the  divifions  between  phyfic,  furgery, 
and  pharmacy,  (on  account  of  the  limited  extent  of  hu- 
man life  and  of  human  intelledl)  and  contends  that  if  a 
phyfician  after  preferibing  a remedy  for  one  “ ill  of  fever> 
compound  ithimfelf,or  fee  it  compounded  by  another,ad- 
minifter  it  wdth  his  own  hand,  or  fee  it  adminifiered  by  his 
fervantjthe  duty  will  be  done  in  a moreconfeientious  man- 
ner,and  theefFecf  will  be  more  certain,  than  if  he  merely 
write  the  prefeription,’’  He  pretends  alfo,  that  it  will 
be  adminifiered  with  iefs  delay.  But  all  this  is  complete- 
ly fallacious,  unlefs  the  apothecary  be  a man  fo  faithlefs 
or  negligent  as  to  be  wholly  unfit  for  his  fituation  ; and  in 
refpe6f  to  the  time  which  one  patient  might  gain  by  thus 
obtaining  his  medicines  prepared  and  adminifiered  by  the 
hands  of  his  phyfician,  it  could  only  be  gained  with  a 
lofs  of  much  more,  taken  from  the  other  patients  who 
might/be  equally  in  need  of  the  lame  phyfician*s  advice 
and  affiftance,  even  if  the  phyfician  were  followed  by 
a waggon, or  cart  containing  all  the  medicines  likely  to  be 
wanted  in  the  courfe  ofhis  daily  prafHce  : for  by  ftopping 
to  mix  and  adminifter  wdiat  the  firfi:  patient  might  requu-c. 
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he  would  be  fo  much  longer  in  getting  to  the  fecond, 
and  hill  longer  in  getting  to  the  third,  who  might  fufFcr 
materially  by  thefe  delays  ; and  the  evil  would  be  hill 
greater,  if  inftcad  of  employing  the  waggon  or  cart,  the 
phyfician  were  to  return  to  his  own  home,  and  come  a 
fecond  time  to  each  patient,  with  the  remedy  to  be 
adminiftered. 

^Dr.  Jackfon  fays,  p.  32,  that  the  diftinflion  be- 
tween phyfic  and  pharmacy,  is  only  a61ed  upon  in  rich 
countries, among  rich  people,  and  in  great  and  opulent  ci- 
ties. This  may  be  true,  but  does  it  follow  that,  becaufe 
fmall  towns  and  villages  cannot  afford  fubfiftence  to  a phy- 
lician,  furgeon,  and  apothecary,  and  are  therefore  obliged 
to  employ  one  pcrfon  in  thefe  feveral  capacities,  that  large 
cities.whichhave  no  fuch  inability  or  deficiency,  (hould  do 
the  like?  If  the  poor  cannot  have  the  befi  medical  and 
the  beft  furgical  advice  or  alTiftance,  i.e.the  advice  and  af- 
iiftance  of  perfons  who  have  devoted  their  whole  atten- 
tion to  one  branch  only  of  the  healingart,is  it  a reafon  for 
the  rich  to  be  fatisfied  with  one,  who  by  dividing  his  at- 
tention among  different  objedls,  knows  none  of  them 
I’ufficiently  ? 

At  p,  33,  he  endeavours  to  fupport  his  projeflof  con- 
founding all  diftinftion  between  the  different  branches  of 
medicine,  by  alleging  that  the  late  Emperor  jofeph  “ in- 
ftituted  fchools  for  the  education  of  his  medical  fervants; 
but  in  doing  this  he  confounded  the  parts” — “ not  con- 
ceiving that  a regimental  furgeon  can  ncver\>Q.  duly  qua- 
lified to  pradlice  the  two  intricate  arts  of  phyfic  and  fur- 
gery.”  Nor  have  I ever  conceived  this  ; though  I have 
conceived,  and  fhall,  I believe,  always  maintain,  that  an 
individual  who  devotes  his  attention  more  immediately 
to  one  of  them,  will  pradlice  it  better  than  he  would,  by 
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by  dividing  it  equally  between  both.  I am  not,  however, 
fufficiently  acquainted  with  the  facfls  or  motives  refpe6t- 
ing  the  Emperor  Jofeph’s  methods  of  providing  medical 
officers  for  his  armies,  to  difeufs  this  point  accurately 
but  fuppofing  they  were  fuch  as  Dr.  Jackfon  has  Rated 


them,  (though  his  ftatements  are  fo  feldom  correct,  that  I 
can  give  no  credit  to  any  which  reft  on  his  own  authority) 
the  ill  fuccefs  that  attended,  I believe,  every  one  of  the 
eccentric  projefts  of  that  Sovereign,  muft  render  his  opini- 
ons of  no  value,  on  the  prefent  fubjea  at  leaft,  of  which 
he  was  pei haps  as  little  qualified  to  judge  as  the  Commif- 
fioners  of  military  enquiry.  One  thing  at  leaft  is  certain, 
that  as  the  fick  in  armies  greatly  exceed  the  wounded  in 
number,peiTonspofl'effingthat  knowdedge  of difeafes  which 
peculiarly  belongs  to  the  phyfician,  muft  be  of  high  im- 
portance in  every  army,  and  there  can  be  no  ufe,  as  far 
as  I am  able  to  perceive,  in  calling  thofe  wffio  poftefs  this 
knowledge  by  the  name  of  Jurgeony  as  the  Emperor  Jo- 
fephis  faid  by  Dr.  Jackfon  to  have  done. 

P*  35>  Jackfon,  after  admitting  that  feveral  of 
the  army  phyficians  during  the  'American  w’ar  were  ap- 
pointed to  be  fuch  immediately  from  civil  life  (which  was 
infaft  the  cafe  of  all  who  were  appointed  in  Great  Bri- 


tain) alleges  that  the  Britifh  Commander  in  chief  in 
America  had  during  that  w'ar,  the  pow'er  of  making  a 
regimental  furgeon  an  army  phyfician  by  general  order.’* 
That  this  was  done  in  a few  inftances,  wdth  ftafffurgeens 
at  leaft,  I believe  ; and  it  could  not  well  be  avoided  ; be- 
caufe  perfons  regularly  educated  as  phyficians  w'ere  not 
to  be  found  when  and  where  it  was  neceftary  to  make 
fuch  appointments. — But  when  Dr.  Jackfon  endeavours 
to  illuftrate  this  pra61icc  by  faying  that  it  was  done  in  the 
fame  “ manner  as  a regimental  furgeon  may  be  thruft 
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into  the  college  at  Warwlck-lane  by  manctamus'\  he 
betrays  as  ufual  complete  ignorance  of  the  fubje6l. — No 
peiTon  can  be  thruft  into  the  college  of  Phyficians  by 
mandamus  ; doflors’  degrees  are  under  certain  rellric- 
tions  obtained  at  one  of  the  Englifh  Univerfities  by  man- 
damus ; but  having  been  obtained  without  the  cuttomary 
exercifes,  refidence,  &c.  they  confer  no  more  right  of 
admittion  into  the  college  of  phyficians  than  Dr.  Jack- 
fon’s  degree,  ttiould  he  be  found  to  pottTefs  one,  from 
St.  Andrew’s  or  Aberdeen.  Even  the  mott  regular 
degree  from  Oxford  or  Cambridge,  gives  no  right  of 
admifiTion  into  the  college  of  phyficians,  without  the 
ufual  examination  and  the  ufual  approbation  ; nor  can  any 
man  become  a fellow  without  two  ele6lions,  firtt  as  a 
candidate,  or  licentiate,  and  fecondly  as  a fellow  ; fo 
that  it  is  pure  abfurdity  in  Dr.  Jackfon  to  talk  of  ihruft- 
ing  a regimental  furgeon  “ into  the  college  of  Warwick- 
lane  by  mandamus.” 

At  p.  36  Dr.  Jackfon,  mentioning  the  time  when  Mr. 
Hunter  became  Surgeon-general,  fays,  “ a regulation 
was  then  formed,  and  it  was  I prefume  fanflioned  by  the 
hi ghefi  authority , that  no  perfon  fhould  be  placed  in  the 
ttation  of  army-phyfician,  who  had  not  previoufly  borne 
a medical  commififion,  that  is,  been  ftaff-furgeon,  regi- 
mental furgeon,  or  apothecary  to  the  forces.”  Here,  as 
in  other  places.  Dr.  Jackfon  is  by  much,  too  prefumptuous. 
No  fuch  regulation  as  is  here  fuppofed  was  ever  fan61ion- 
cd  by  the  highettauthority  on  the  contrary  that  autho- 
rity w'as  exerted  immediately  after  Mr.  Hunter’s  death  in 
forming  the  new  board,  which  has  proved  fo  ofFenfive  to 
Dr.  Jackfon.  Mr.  Hunter,  indeed,  from  particular  cir- 
cumttances,  was  not  well  acquainted  with, or  likely  to  ap- 
preciate fully,  the  advantages  of  a regular  univerfity  cdu- 
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cation,  efpecially  as  with  fuperior  natural  endowments 
and  great  induftry  he  had  defervedly  acquired  pre-emi- 
nence without  fuch  advantages  : he  had  moreover  obferv- 
cd  that  the  army  produced  its  own  generals,  and  fuppo- 
fed  that  it  might  alfo  produce  its  own  phyhcians  ; though 
it  is  now  wellafcertained  that  generals  as  well  as  phyfi- 
cians  are  capable  of  being  much  improved  by  fome  of 
thofe  fcientific  attainments  which  the  army  does  not  af- 
ford. Conforming  himfelf  however  to  this  opinion,  he 
adopted  afyftem  of  promoting  medical  men  in  the  ar- 
my according  to  jenlority.  He  indeed  did  not  live  long 
enough  to  fee  theefFefts  of  his  fyftem  illuflrated  by  the 
condudf  of  ********=,  but  he  is  known  to  have  difeo- 
veredat  Icafl;  fome  of  its  defe6ls,  by  the  infufficiency  of 
other  perfons  who  had  been  made  either  flafF  furgeons 
or  phyficlans  on  his  fyftem.  And  though  his  experience 
of  it  had  lafled  but  a very  Ihort  time,  there  is  good  autho- 
lity  for  believing  that  previous  to  his  death  he  had  near- 
ly rcfolved  to  adopt  a new  fyftem  ; and  to  appoint  as  an 
army  phyfician  one  gentleman  at  leaft  w’ho  w'as  appoint- 
ed to  that  o^ztfrom  civil  lifcy  very  foon  after  Mr.  Hun- 
ter’s death. 

I have  already  obferved  that  Dr.  Jackfon  choofes  to 
believe  thatfrom  Mr.  Hunter’s  fliort-lived  pra6lice  the 
furgeons  have  acquired  a perpetual  andexclufive  right  to 
be  made  army-phylicians,  and  that,  by  laying  afide  Mr. 
Hunter’s  innovation  and  returning  to  former  ufage,  a fe- 
rious  injury  has  been  done  to  them. 

Dr.  Jackfon’s  account,  p.  39,  of  his  modeof  applying 
to  the  Phyrician-gencral  for  the  office  of  an  army-phyfi- 
cian  is  fomewhat  ludicrous.  1 obferved  to  him,  fays  Dr. 
Jackfon  “ that  I had  never  a61ed  in  any  other  capacity 
in  England  but  that  of  a phyfician,  and  that  he  might 
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know  I was  a phyficlan,  by  a booh  which  I had  written 
on  the  fevers  of  Jamaica,  &c whether  this  new  way  of 
proving  himfelf  to  be  a phyfician  was  unfatisfactory  to  the 
Phyfician-general  (who  had  taken  the  law  of  the  land  for 
his  guide  refpedling  the  qualifications  of  army-phyficians) 
or  whether  having  read  the  book  in  queftion  he  had  difco* * 
vered  thofe  defedls  which  afterwards  induced  Dr.  Jack- 
fon  to  fuperfede  and  make  an  outcafi  of  it  (by  his  publica- 
tion of  1798)  I know  not;  but  it  feems  that  the  Phyfi- 
cian-general at  laft  became  impatient^  perhaps  a little  in- 
dignant, at  Dr.  Jackfon's  perfevering  importunities. 
And  Dr.  Jackfon  in  his  turn  as  he  tells  us,  became  ztt 
dignant  alfo ; and  after  taking  ‘‘  leave  of  Sir  Lucas,” 
w'ent  direftly  to  Lord  Amherfl:  “with  the  intention  of 
refigning  the  furgeoncy  of  the  buffs;”  but  he  took  wit 
in  his  anger,  upon  hearing  that  this  regiment  was  order- 
ed to  Jerfey,  whence  he  afterwards  accompanied  it  to 
Bergen-op-Zoom  in  Auguft  1794,  and  “ in  March  1795, 
fays  he,  I was  ihruji  in  among  the  phyficians  of  the  army, 
by  an  order  of  his  Royal  Highnefs  Field  Marfhal  Duke 
of  York,  on  condition^  that  I fubmitted  to  examination 


/ 

• This  important  condition  Dr.  Jackfon  forgot  ever  to  fulfil; 
like  his  friend  Mr.  Borland  he  doubtlefs  profeffed  great  readi- 
nefs  while  abroad  to  give  fatisfactory  evidence  of  his  qualifica- 
tions for  the  defired  office,  by  undergoing  the  ufual  examina- 
tion when  he  ffiould  return  ; but  being  once  returned,  that 
readinefs  difappeared ; and  he  thought  it  fafer  to  relinquiffi  all 
pretenfion  to  the  office,  than  undertake  to  prove  himfelf  qua- 
lified for  it ; accordingly,  though  thruft  into  the  place  of  phy- 
fician for  a few  weeks,  heallov.'ed  himfelf  to  be  thruft  out  of  it, 

and  only  obtained  a phyfician’s  commiffi  on  without 

and  witliout  the  knowledge  of  the  Phyfician-general,  w/erc 
fve  yean  afterwards.  Indeed  Dr.  Jackfon  and  Mr.  Borland,  ei- 
ther from  conftitutional  balhfulnefs,  or  too  humble  an  opi- 
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by  the  college  of  phyficians  when  the  circumftances  of 
the  fervice  permitted  me  to  return  to  England.’' 

At  p.  42,  Dr.  Jackfon  charges  me  with  having  repre- 
fented  the  Commiffioners  oF  military  enquiry  “ as  prede- 
termined judges,  packing  their  jury,  &c."  by  examining 
thofe  perfons  only  (on  the  fubjeft  of  general  hoFpitals) 
who  were  likely  to  confirm  them  in  their  pre-conceived 
opinions."  W hat  I wrote  on  that  fubjedl:  (and  which  I 
have  now  no  reafon  to  alter,)  may  be  found  in  my  own 
publication, — not  in  Dr.  Jackfon’s.  I certainly  thought, 
and  ftill  think  full  as  much  as  I expreffed  on  that  fub- 
je6l ; and  I (hall  be  much  furprifed  if  the  Commiffioners 
themfelves  ffiould  even  attempt  to  juftify  their  flrange  fe- 
leflion  of  evidence.  I probably  offered  the  beft  poffible 
excufe  for  it,  but  Dr.  Jack  Ton  offers  none,  though  he 
endeavours  to  help  them  out  of  their  embarraffment  re- 
fpe6ling  general  hofpitals,  where  (as  commonly  happens 
with  men  who  are  milled)  they  have  gone  deeper  into  er- 
ror than  their  leader. — Of  this,  indeed.  Dr.  Jackfon  mo- 
deftly  informs  them  at  p.  44,  where,  after  Hating  his 
own  amended  opinion,  he  fays,  this  I conceive  to  be 
your  opinion.— I do  not  fay  that  regimental  hofpitals 
are  alone  fulhcient,  and  that  general  hofpitals  Ihould  be 
entirely  abolilhedi”  “ I only  fay  (adds  Dr.  Jackfon)  that 
the  latter  are  not  neceffary  or  ufeful  in  times  of  peace,  or 
in  garrifons  and  Hationary  quarters  even  in  the  enemy's 
territory."  All  this  however  is  very  far  Ihort  of  wffiat 
the  Commiffioners  had  fuppofed  to  be  Dr.  Jackfon  s 
opinion,  and  it  leaves  them  a great  deal  to  retra6l 


nion  of  themfelves , have  always  flirunk  from  CTery  approach 
towards  an  examination,  though  at  other  times  they  ceitainly 
do  not  appear  deficient  in  lell-confidence. 
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or  corre61.  Dr.  Jackfon  then  admits  that  “ no  expe- 
riment has  been  made  with  the  diredl  view  of  de- 
termining the  relative  advantages  or  difadvantages  ” 
of  the  general  and  the  regimental  hofpitdls.  But 
he  thinks  that  “ many  fa(9:s  have  arifen  in  th'=‘  courfe 
of  military  fervice,  which  give  countenance  to  the  vulgar 
opinion  that  the  refult  or  recovery  of  health  in  armies 
is  more  fortunate  in  the '.regimental  infirmary  than 
in  the  general  hofpital  and,  “ if  the  facf  be  true,'* 
he  thinks  “ there  are  reafons  which  may  be  thought  fuf- 
hcient  to  account  for  it,  without  afcribing  want  of  Gdll 
to  the  hofpital  phyfician  or  extraordinary  fKill  to  the  regi- 
mental furgeon.”  The  regimental  hofpital,  fays  he,  is 
deftined  for  the  early  reception  of  fick  ; and  here  notwith- 
ftanding  the  fmaller  (kill  of  the  furgeon,  the  efFe6f  is  more 
(fortunate  than  in  general  hofpitals,  when  the  difeafe  is 
fo  far  advanced,  as  not  to  be  eafily  arrefted,  or  where  it 
is  fo  complicated  in  its  nature,  by  a combination  of  arti- 
■ficial  caufes,  as  to  mock  the  fiill  of  the  more  learned  and 
regular  phyf eland*  Here  it  will  be  perceived  that  tlve 
doftor  again  leaves  his  difciples  the  Commiflioners  in  a 
'forlorn  condition,  by  abandoning  all  pretenfion  on  the 
part  of  the  regimental  furgeons  to  any  fuperiority  in  fkill 
over  the  phylicians  ; indeed  the  terms  army  difeafes,'*’ 
and  “ army  medical  pra<ftice,”  which  occur  fo  of- 
ten in  the  report  of  the  CbrnmiOTioners,  and  were  t hought 
by  them  to  mean  fomething  which  gave  the  regimental 
furgeons  infinite  advantage  over  regular  phyfician.s,  are 
not  I believe  once  mentioned  by  Dr.  Jackfon  in  this  laft 
publication, — nor  I believe  in  Dr.  M‘Grigor's,  both 
having  probably  been  made  afhamed  of  thefe  exprelTions 
by  my  Letter  to  the  Commiflioners,  &c. 
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In  addition  to  the  advantage  which  the  regimental  fur- 
geon  has  of  prefcribing  for  the  lick  at  the  commencement 
of  thedifeafe,  Dr.  Jackfon  relies  very  much  on  the  great- 
er purity  of  air  which  he  fuppofes  to  exifl  in  fmall  regi- 
mental hofpitals,  above  that  which  is  commonly  found 
in  the  larger  and  more  crowded  general  hofpitals.  As  an 
illuftration  of  this  he  recurs  at  p.  49, as  he  had  often  done 
before,  not  to  the  well-condu£led  York  hofpital  at  Chel- 
fea  and  the  depot  at  the  Ifle  of  Wight,  &c.  but  to  thofe 
which  were  on  the  continent  in  the  autumn  of  I794» 
early  part  of  1795.  and  which  were  not  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  army  medical  board,  nor  adequate  to  the  num- 
bers of  the  fick.  “ The  bad  cafes,  he  fays,  were  not  here 
JeleSfed  for  the  general  hofpitals,  as  is  cujlomary  on  Jome 
occafions  ; the  order  went  to  dire61  that  every  perfon  who 
was  incapable  of  marching  In  the  line  (hould  be  fent  off, 
in  the  event  of  moving.  In  hofpitals  fo  opprejfedby  multU 
tilde y as  was  the  cafe  in  this  inflance,  infedions  were  en- 
gendered and  their  virulence  was  augmented  to  the  high- 
eft  poftible  degree  of  accumulation,*'  &c.  The  difeafe 
thus  produced, he  adds,  “ was  malignant  and  fo  concentra^ 
ted  in  force  that  the  fuperior  fill  of  the  regular  phyfician, 
wasnot  fufficient  to  produce  a return  fo  favourable  as  the 
feeble  means  of  the  uneducated  furgeon  at  the  regimental 
infirmary.**  Whether  mere  accumulation  can  engender 
a contagious  fever,  where  no  contagion  exifts,  is  a quef- 
tion  which  I mean  to  difeufs  in  another  work.  That  ac- 
cumulation will  rapidly  propagate  and  augment  the  viru- 
lence of  febrile  contagion  when  once  introduced,  I am 
ready  to  admit ; but  I do  not  admit  that  accumulation  or 
crowding  is  an  evil  neceftarily  conne6fed  with  general 
hofpitals.  To  avoid  it  we  need  only  multiply  their 
number  and  increafe  their  fize  according  to  the  numbers 


107 


of  fick.  If  when  unufual  ficknefs  rages  in  an  army,  the 
regimental  hofpitals  can  efcape  this  accumulation,  it  is 
to  the  general  hofpitals  that  they  owe  this  boafted  exemp- 
tion, which  they  would  be  unable  to  preferve  if  the  latter 
were  abolifhed, 

“ When  the  troops  landed  in  St,  Domingo  (fays  Dr.  i 
Jackfon,  p.  50.}  in  the  year  1796,  the  fick  were  throwm 
into  general  hofpitals,  and  the  mortality  was  prodigious. 
The  hofpitals  were  here  as  clean  as  hofpitals  could  be 
made,  and  comforts  were  procured  for  the  fick  in  abun- 
dance ; but  emanations  from  a mafs  of  men  brought  to- 
gether into  fmall  fpace,  though  the  difeafe  was  not  infec- 
tious, feemed  to  deprive  the  air  of  its  falubrious  quality. 
This  1 conclude  to  have  been  the  cafe  from  the  difference 
of  effeft  obferved  where  the  fick  were  fpread  about  in 
fmaller  parties,  though  they  remained  under  the  fame  or 
a fimilar treatment.’*  It  feems  tome  that  Dr.  Jackfon 
is  not  entitled  to  the  praife  of  candour  for  the  manner  in 
which  he  mentions  the  mortality  among  the  troops  in  the 
general  hofpitals  at  St.  Domingo,  which  is  intended  to 
perfuade  his  readers  that  it  was  occafioned  by  the  general 
hofpitals  : whereas  the  fever  which  principally  occafion- 
ed  the  mortality  in  queftion,  notorioufly  proves  fatal  to 
perfons  arriving  in  the  Wefi  Indies  from  colder  climates 
during  the  hotted  months  of  the  year,  whether  they  are  in 
hofpitals  or  in  private  houfes.  I do  not  mean  to  fay  that 
air  may  not  be  vitiated  for  the  purpofes  of  refpiration  by 
exceffive  crowding,  but  1 believe  it  is  now  well  afcertain- 
cd  that  this  happens  much  lefs  frequently,  and  to  a much 
fmaller  extent  even  in  cold  countries  and  feafons,than  was 
generally  fuppofed,  and  that  in  hot  climates,  fuch  deteri- 
orations of  the  atmofpheric  air  rarely,  if  ever,  exifts  ; be- 
caufe  human  habitations  are  there  contrived  with  fo  ma. 
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ny  apertures  to  promote  the  free  circulation  of  air  that, 
unlefs  unufual  means  be  employedtoproduccaftagna- 
tion  of  it,  none  will  take  place.  More  than  twenty-five 
years  ago  Dr.  Ingenhouz,  to  his  great  furprife,  found  tha^ 
the  air,  which  had  been  col ledled  in  the  worll  and  moft 
crowded  wards  in  the  Hotel  Dieu  at  Pans,  and  brought 
well  fecluded  or  fecured  in  bottles  to  the  houfe  which 
my  father  then  occupied  in  the  highefi:  part  of  PaflTy, 
and  there  tried  in  a fine  clear  day  by  all  the  known  tefts, 
proved  to  be  fcarcely  if  at  all  different  from  the  air  of 
that  falubrious  village,  either  in  its  proportion  of  oxygen, 
or  its  a6fion  upon  lime  water,  &c.  This  trial  was  made 
in  the  prefence  ol  feveral  members  of  the  royal  academy  of 
fciences,  with  the  late  Duke  de  la  Rochefoucault  and 
other  philofophical  perfons.  Similar  experiments  were 
alterwards  made  and  with  the  like  fuccefs  by  Fontana, 
with  the  air  of  the  Hotel  Dieu  at  Paris  ; alfo  by  Seguin 
with  that  of  other  hofpitals,  the  wards  of  w'hich  had  been 
fhut  up  clofely,  fo  as  to  be  rendered  offenfively  foetid; 
and  lately  by  Humboldt  and  Gay  de  Luffac,  with  the 
worfi  part  of  the  air  of  a crowded  theatre,  in  which  the 
deficiency  of  oxygen  was  fo  little  as  not  to  deferve  confi- 
dcration. 

It  is  difficult  to  underftand  and  therefore  to  controvert 
what  Dr.  Jackfon  fays  of  the  difference  of  effect  ob- 
ferved  w’hen  the  fick  were  fpread  about  in  fmaller  par- 
ties.*’ That  many  fmall  polls  and  detachments  of  the 
Bntilharmy  at  St.  Domingo  were  placed  at  interior  and 
more  elevated  ftations,  and  were  therefore  lefs  fickly  is  I 
believe  well  known,  and  tha'  the  fick  at  thefe  polls  reco- 
vered in  greater  proportion  might  reafonably  be  expc61cd, 
wMthout  attributing  any  thing  to  the  circumllance  of  be- 
ing Icfs  crowded. — If  Dr.  Jackfon  means  any  thing 
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clfe,  and  efpecially  if  he  means  that  the  Tick  fpread  about 
in  fmallcr  parties  were  in  regimental  hofpitais,  or  under 
regimental  treatment,  I have  his  own  authority  for  con- 
tellirig  any  fuch  belief.  In  a letter  written  by  him  to 
Mr.  Weir,  dated  Port  au  Prince,  06\.  15th,  1796,  he 
fays  “ There  is  at  prefentconfiderable  ficknefs  in  the  gar- 
rifon,  and  the  general  hofpital  is  too  crowded.  ' I had  in- 
tended to  have  enlarged  it,  or  formed  regimental  hofpitals, 
but  there  is  difficulty  in  finding  proper  houfes.  All  the 
fick  at  prefent  are  fent  to  the  general  hofpital.  The  fur- 
gcons  of  regiments  have  in  general  little  to  do,  except  to 
drefs  fore  legs,  which  is  almoft  the  only  deferiptonof  peo- 
pie  kept  in  what  arc  called  regimental  hofpitals  ” I ad- 
duce this  extraa  to  prove  that  there  was  no  opportunity 
of  making  any  fuch  comparative  eftimate  between  the  ge- 
neral and  regimental  hofpitals  in  St.  Domingo  as  has 
been  alledged.  efpecially  by  Mr.  Borland,  whofc  evi- 
dence  on  this  fubject,  as  far  as  relates  to  the  Weft  Indies, 
rouft  have  been  founded  (if  it  had  any  foundation  at  all) 
upon  what  he  faw  at  St.  Domingo  ; which,  however,  does 
not, either  before  or  after  the  date  of  Dr.  Jackfon*s  letter, 
appear  to  have  been  capable  of  warranting  any  fuch  con- 

clufion  as  he  chofe  to  draw  from  it. 

Dr.  Jackfon.  indeed,  tells  us  that  when  he  became  the 

fenior  medical  officer  at  St.  Domingo,  after  the  depar- 
ture  of  Mr.  Weir,  i.  e.  in  September  1797,  he  broke  up 

the  eftablifhmentof  general  hofpitals  at  Port  au  Prince 
and  “ placed  the  fick  in  the  hands  of  the  regimental  fur- 
geons,  taking  care  that  the  hofpitals  were  well  equipped, 
and  that  all  the  comforts  which  lick  men  require  were 
amply  provided  and  duly  fupplied.  The  effect  (he  adds) 
was  decidedly  more  fortunate.^'  And  this  he  afcribed  « to 
the  arrangement,  not  to  the  greater  ability  of  the  medical 
officer,’*  It  was  prudent  in  him  not  to  aferibe  any  thing 
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in  this  inflance  “ to  the  great  ability  of  the  medical 
officer,”  i.  e.  the  regimental  furgeon,  confidering  that  in 
a former  Letter,  i.  e.  15th  October,  1796,  he  had  declared 
thefe  gentlemen  to  be  “ ignorant  of  the  nature  and  treat- 
ment of  the  difeafes  of  the  country,’*  becaufe  they  were 
only  employed  “ to  drefs  fore  legs.”  Probably,  however, 
the  true  caufe  of  any  favourable  change,  fuppofing  one 
to  have  taken  place,  after  Mr.  Weir’s  departure,  was 
the  approach  of  the  cool  healthy  which  continued 

until  about  thetime  when  Dr.  Jackfon  quitted  St.  Do- 
mingo (in  the  month  of  May,  1798,)  added  to  the  feafon~ 
ing  which  almoft  all  the  troops  at  that  ifland  had  previ- 
oufly  gained,  and  to  the  almoft  total  ceflation  of  that  fpe- 
cies  of  warfare  which  makes  general  hofpitals  neceflary  ; 
for  though  a general  hofpital  ftlll  fublifted  at  the  Mole, 
and  alfo  at  Jeremie,  we  are  no  where  told  that  there  was 
any  greater  mortality  at  thefe  places  than  in  the  regiment- 
al hofpitals  at  Port  au  Prince  \ but  if  the  contrary  had 
happened,  nothing  could  have  been  concluded  with  cer- 
tainty from  that  circumftance,  becaufe  one  fea-coaft  town 
in  the  Weft  Indies  is  often  fickly  while  others  are  heal- 
thy, and  in  another  feafon  it  is  healthy  when  others  are 
the  reverfe. 

Though  Dr.  M‘Grigor  thought  proper  to  difclaim 
all  community  of  ideas  and  opinions  with  Dr.  Jackfon> 
both  have  employed  the  very  fame  arguments  and  mifre- 
prefentations  concerning  the  mortality  which  I mention- 
ed to  have  occurred  in  the  regimental  hofpitals  ©f  this 
kingdom,  according  to  the  returns  of  laft:  March  ; and 
Dr.  Jackfon  pretends  as  Dr.  M‘Grigor  had  done,  that 
“ the  returns  of  the  general  hofpital  at  the  Ifle  of  Wight 
during  the  fame  period,”  were  ftill  lefs  favourable  than 
the  aggregate  returns  of  regimental  hofpitals,throughGreat 
Britain.  Having  in  the  former  part  of  this  publication, 
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p.  c,  &c.  fufficiently  expofed  the  deceptions  which  Dr. 
M‘Grigor  attempted  on  this  point,  and  done  juftice  to  the 
hofpital  of  the  Ille  of  Wight,  I need  only  notice  the  fcur- 
rility  which  Dr.  Jackfon  has  fuperadded  to  his  mifrepre- 
fentaiions  on  this  fubjea,  and  malicioully  employed 
againfl:  me,  only  becaufe  1 had  (imply  (fated  the  fact,  as 
indicated  by  the  returns  for  the  month  of  March,  and 
mentioned  my  having  been  denied  by  the  Infpector  gene- 
ral the  means  of  encjuiring  into  the  caufe  of  it.  A charge  or 
infinuation  of  this  nature  (fays  Dr.  Jackfon)  “ is  ferious 
initfelf ; and  if  wantonly  made  it  calls  for  repreheniion, 
tvtn  iox  punijhment  ; for  it  diminilhes  the  confidence  of 
the  military  in  the  ability  of  their  officers,  and  as  fuch 
it  is  injurious  to  the  profperlty  of  the  country.’*  To  di- 
mini(h  confidence,  when  it  is  w'cll  founded  and  well  pla- 
ced, is  I acknowledge  highly  improper,— but  I believe 
no  wife  man  will  think  it  expedient  to  repofe  a blind 
confidence  in  new  modes  of  treating  (ick  foldiers  when 
direfted  by  fuch  men  as  Mr.  Borland,  and  accompanied 
by  fuch  extraordinary  mortality.  After  attempting,  likeDr. 
M‘Grigor,to  account  for  the  very  extraordinary  number  of 
deaths  in  the  regimental  hofpitals,  in  February,  March, 
and  April  laft,  by  fuch  inadequate  caufes  as  the  “ volun- 
teering from  the  militia  into  the  regulars,”  and  the 
drafting  into  “ the  militia  by  ballot,”  Dr.  Jackfon  adds, 
“ but  before  Dr.  Bancroft  or  the  Phyfician  general,  whofe 
orator  Dr.  Bancroft  appears  to  be,  can  pretend  to  judge 
the  queftion  like  men  of  fcience,  it  behoves  them  to  ob- 
tain detailed  returns  of  regimental  and  general  hofpitals, 
even  of  the  hofpitals  inllituted  for  the  poorfick  in  London 
and  elfewhere  \ and  when  they  have  done  this,  it  is  ne- 
ceflTary  that  they  compare  the  whole,  and  elfimate  the 
mortality  in  each  clafs  of  difeafe,  in  each  of  thefe  efta- 
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blTlliments.’'  How  greatly  ought  we  to  lament  that  Dr. 
Jackfon  had  not  Jlron^ly  inculcated  this  lejfon  of  caution  up- 
on the  minds  of  his  friends  Mr.  Borland  and  Dr. 
M‘Grigor,  before  they  went  to  be  examined  at  the  office  of 
military  enquiry  ; perhaps  he  might  then  have  deterred 
them  from  making  upon  oath  thofe  alTertions  by  which  the 
Commiffioners  were  mifled,  refpedling  the  comparative 
advantages  and  difadvantages  of  general  and  of  regimen- 
tal hofpitals,  in  places^  and  attimes^  when  there  were  no 
proper  means  for  any  thing  like  a fair  comparifon  ; fcarce- 
ly  indeed  for  any  comparifon  whatever. 

At  p.  6i,  Dr.  Jackfon  attempts,  though  in  vain, 
to  extricate  Mr.  Borland  from  the  charge  of  having 
calumniated  the  regimental  furgeons  on  the  continent, 
by  declaring  that  they  had  become  difeontented 
and  carelefs  of  the  lick  in  confequence  of  the 
appointment  “ of  perfons  from  civil  life  to  the  fitua- 
tions  of  llaff  phyficians  and  furgeons/"  though  it  has 
been  proved  by  Mr.  Keate  that  no  fuch  appointments 
had  then  taken  place  on  the  continent.  Dr.  Jackfon  ad- 
mits ‘‘that  there  are  no  circumftances  which  will  rendera 
good  man  ina<^^ive  or  indifferent  to  the  difeharge  of  a du- 
ty fo  nearly  connc(5fed  with  his  heart  as  the  care  of  a Tick 
foldier.’"  This  being  true,  it  follows  either  that  the  fur- 
geons in  quoffion  w ere  not  good  men,  or  that  Mr.  Bor- 
land has  flandered  them  by  reprefenting  them  as  having 
become  inaftive  and  carelefs  in  regard  to  this  endearing 
duty,  even  when  nothing  un  ufual,  unreafonable,  or  im- 
proper had  occurred  to  rend  er  them  diffatisfied.  And 
yet  Dr.  Jackfon  fancies  he  can  relieve  Mr.  Borland 
from  this  perplexing  dilemma,  by  affe£Hng  to  expati- 
ate upon  the  “ attachment  which,  he  fays,  the  regiment- 
al furgeon  often  forms  to  the  foldiers  of  the  corps  in 
which  he  ferves.**  But  does  fuch  attachment  (hew  itfelf 
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in  this  way,  and  render  the  furgeon  carelefs  of  the  lives 
of  thofe  to  whom  he  is  fo  much  attached  ? That  Dr. 
M‘Grigor  might  have  become  difcontented  and  negli- 
gent of  his  duty  on  the  continent,  and  that  he  might  have 
endeavoured  to  render  others  fo,  lean  readily  believe, 
after  reading  his  evidence  on  this  fubje6f;  but  that  this 
was  true  of  the  regijnental  furgeons  generally,!  am  neither 
able  nor  willing  to  believe  ; for  though  I do  not  (like 
Drs.  Jackfon  and  M‘G rigor,  and  Mr.  Borland)  pre- 
tend to  be  their  champion,  I hope  I (hall  always  be  rea- 
dy to  do  them  juhice,  which  has  not  1 believe  always  been 
done  to  them  by  thofe  who  have  fo  officioufly  flood  for- 
ward as  their  leaders  and  patrons. 

At  p.  62,  Dr.  Jackfon.  again  reverts  to  his  favourite 
topic,  and  endeavours  to  prove  that  difeafes  are  cured  more 
fpeedily  in  regimental  than  general  hofpitals,  and  to  do 
this  he  prepofleroufly  recurs  to  the  accounts  which  he 
publiflied  in  1803  of  the  average  time  taken  for  the  cure 
of  patients,  not  \nregimentaJ  hofpitals,  but  in  ihe general 
hofpitals  of  Chatham  and  the  Ifle  of  Wight,  which  he 
flates  to  have  been  tw'enty  days  at  the  former,  and  twent)  - 
three  days  at  the  latter,  and  from  thefe  inflances  of  fpeedy 
cures,  performed  not  in  regimental  but  in  general  hof-^ 
pitals^  he  moft  abfurdly  infers  that  fpeedier  cures  maybe 
made  in  the  former  than  in  the  latter.  To  diminifh,  how- 
ever, the  abfurdity  of  this  reafoning  Dr.  Jackfon  tells  us 
that  thefe  general  hofpitals  approached  nearer  than  others 
to  the  regimental,  in  their  “ oeconomy  and  difeipline.** 
They  had  moreover  the  benefit  of  his  own  fkill,  with 
that  of  Mr.  Borland.  But  of  the  real  value  of  his  cures 
we  may  judge  by  looking  at  Dr.  Maclaurin’s  laft  letter, 
as  publifhed  by  the  Surgeon-general  (appendix  No  8) 
where’ he  writes  ‘‘  l aflirm  that  I very  rarely  faw  difeafe 
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in  any  verva<9:lve  form  at  Chatham  hofpital.  I have 
even  been  afloni filed  at  the  frivolous  cafes  Dr.  Jackfon 
admitted  into  the  hofpital,  and  told  him  fo  ; but  in  this 
cuftornhe  had  the  advantage  of  making  the  number  of  ad- 
miflions  appear  large/^  It  might  have  been  added  alfo 
that  he  had  the  advantage  of  making  the  cures  appear  on 
the  average  more  fpeedy,  as  well  as  that  of  making  them 
bear  a greater  proportion  to  the  number  of  deaths.  But 
though  in  this  way  he  contrived  to  admit  more  patients 
than  his  predeceffor  Dr.  Mitchell,  he  alfo  contrived  to 
lofe  a much  greater  proportion  of  them  by  death.  It  ap- 
pears from  a flatement  made  by  Dr.  Maclaurin  (whom 
from  perfonal  acquaintance  and  the  general  opinion  of 
thofe  who  knew  him,  Iconfideras  a gentleman  of  un- 
queftionable  veracity  and  honor)  and  preferved  in  his  own 
hand-writing,  that  in  the  fpace  of  fix  months,  Dr.  Mit- 
chell admitted  at  Chatham  hofpital  1809  individuals,  of 
whom ^fifty- fix  died,  and  that  Dr.  Jackfon  in  the  like 
fpace  admitted  1906,  of  whom  ninety  three  died,  making 
the  deaths  under  Dr.  Mitchell  amount  to  thirty-one  in 
jooOf  and  thofe  of  Dr.  Jackfon  to  49  in  1000,  a melan- 
choly difference  confidering  “ the  frivolous  cafes,”which 
Dr.Jackfon  is  faidto  have  admitted.  I am,indeed,inform- 
ed  that  at  the  depot  (Chatham)  Dr.  Jackfon  fometimes 
lingled  out  men  telling  them  from  their  looks  or  other  cir- 
cumftances, that  they  w'ere  ill;and  though  they  declared  the 
contrary, he  conftrained  them  to  go  into  the  hofpital, where 
thefe  unlucky  men,  if  able  to  bear  Mr.  Borland's  “ V. 
S.,  W.  Sc  C.  B."  (meaning  venae  fe61ion,warm  and  cold 
bathing,)  with  their  ufual  accompaniments,  emetics,  pur- 
gatives, and  blifiers,  were  in  a few  days  confidered  as 
convalefcents  ; and  in  this  way  it  was  pretended,  and 
perhaps  even  believed  by  Dr.  Jackfon,  that  fevers  were, 
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to  adopt  his  own  exprefTion,  cut  ofF  abruptly  at  their 
on-fet though  it  was  neither  certain,  nor  in  many  cafes 
even  probable,  that  any  thing  like  regular  fever  would 
have  occurred,  if  the  poor  fufferers  had  been  left  to  them* 
felves.  So  much  for  the  fpeedy  cures  performed  by  Dr. 
Jackfon,  and  for  his  vain  pretenfion,  at  page  64,  that  by 
theirhelphe  has  eftablilhed  his  “ pofition  againfl  general 
hofpitals  and,  for  which  he  once  more  admits  ( at  p.  60) 
t\\zi  bad  cafes  of  difeafe  ow/y”  are  “ ufually  felec^ed.” 
That  regimental  furgeons,  who  (like  Dr.  Jackfon)  com- 
monly admit  into  their  infirmaries  flight  cafes  of  difeafe, 
(fending  the  “ bad'*  to  general  hofpitals)  fliould  be  able 
todifeharge  their  patients  in  lefs  time  than  the  phyficians 
and  furgeons  of  general  hofpitals  can  difeharge  thofe 
whofe  difeafes  are  more  difficult  and  dangerous,  is  what 
may  be  confidently  expefted,  and  even  required,  without 
affording  room  for  the  fmallefl  imputation  upon  the 
latter ; and  all  difeuffions  on  this  fubject  (which  feems 
to  occupy  Dr.  Jackfon's  fleeping  and  waking  thoughts, 
almoft  exclufively)  are  in  truth  fuperfluous,  confidering 
that  even  he  from  whom  they  originate^  has  now  admitted 
the  impofibllity  of  not  recurring  to  general  hofpitals  on 
aSiive  fervice.  I fay  nothing  of  his  having  dijdaimed 
all  belief  of  any  fuperiority  in  the  treatment  of  the 
fick  by  regimental  furgeons.  Had  he  done  otherwife, 
and  pretended  to  believe  fuch  fuperiority,  he  would 
have  manifefted  either  Angular  effrontery  or  extreme  ig- 
norance. General  hofpitals  being  then  indifpenfably 
neceffary,  at  leaft  when  armies  take  the  field,  nothing 
remains  but  to  corredf  their  defedls  as  much  as  poffible, 
^fpecially  that  exceffive  crowding  from  which  almoft 
all  the  complaints  again  ft  them  feem  to  have  origi- 
nated. 
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I am  at  a lofs  to  conceive  why  Dr.  Jackfon  has 
thought  proper  to  rtate,  p.  64,  as  an  objedion  to  general 
hofpitais,  that  there  exifts  no  motive  in  his  (the  regi- 
mental  fuigeon  s)  mind,  on  account  of  connedion  with 
other  branches  of  the  trade,  which  induces  him  to 
temporize  or  proceed  flowly  in  his  courfe."  Does  Dr. 
Jackfon  believe  that  flafF-phyficians  and  {faff- burgeons 
in  general  hofpitais  are  not  as  much  exempt  from  fuch 
motives  as  regimental  burgeons,  and  that  it  is  equally 
their  intereft  to  cut  the  difeafe  fhort  ? 

At  p.  64,  5,  &C.  Dr.  Jackfon  labours  to  juftify 
Mr.  Borland’s  evidence  refpeding  the  fick  of  the 
Ruffian  aimy,  bent  from  Holland  to  Guernfey  and  Jer- 
fey  in  1799*  Dr.  Borland,  (fays  he),  was  attached 
to  the  Ruffian  auxiliary  troops,  as  an  affiftant  infpec- 
tor  of  hofpitais,  and  as  fuch  he  mull  be  fuppofed  to  havn 
known  the  Hate  of  their  health,  for  he  was  prefent 
with  them  in  the  ifland  of  Jerfey.  He  tejUJied  upon 

oath  that  they  were  fickly,  and  that  the  ficknefs 
was  contagious  fever.  When  a perfon  fpeaks  upon  oath 
he  does  not  fpeak  inadvertently,  and  being  on  the  fpot,  he 
does  not  fpeak  without  knowledge  of  the  fad.*  When  any 


* Dr.  M^Grigor  was  on  the f pot'’  when  Dr.  Shapter  with 
feven  other  perfons(who  alone  conftituted  the  hofpital  ftaff  fent 
from  this  country  for  the  Indian  army  under  General  Baird) 
landed  at  Cotfeir  in  J une  1801,  and  received  from  him  the  charge 
of  tne  medical  concerns  of  that  army, then  on  its  way  to  Egvptj 
and  Di . M‘Grig'or  continued  more  than  three  months  in  fub- 
01  dination  to  Dr.  Shapter  and  in  almolf  daily  communicaiion 
with  him  and  the  other  individuals  compofing  this  Ilatf,  with 
cvety  one  of  whom  it  is  unpoffible  not  to  believe  that  he  muff 
haAe  been  perfonally  ivdl  acquainted;  and  therefore  when  he  fpoke 
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tmc,  whoever  he  may  be,  endeavours  to  invalidate  fuch 
tcftimony  and  Tolemn  affeveration,  with  no  better  authori- 

of  their  number  to  the  Commiffioners  on  oath,  it  muft  be  be- 
lieved, according  to  the  words  of  Dr.  Jackfon,  that  he  did, 

“ not  /peak  inadvertently  nor  without  knowledge  of  the  faEi  and 
yet,  when  it  fuited  his  purpofe  to  inculpate  the  Medical  Board 
by  charging  them  with  profufion,  in  fending  out  fuperfluous 
medical  officers  and  hofpital  ftores,  this  fame  Dr-  M‘Grigor  de- 
clared with  ^^folemn  aJjeverationf\.\i2X  Dr.Shapter’s  daff  of  eight 
individuals  dLmovxTited  \.o  twenty  and  thirty . This 

may  ferve  to  (how  how  far  a man’s  having  been  “ on  the  fpot** 
entitles  him  to  implicit  belief,  even  when  on  oath  ; and  how 
far  Dr.  Jackfon  can  be  entitled  to  infult  me  for  having  exercifed 
a reafonable  and  proper  caution  in  forming  my  opinions,  Mr. 
Borland  alfo(for  whofe  fake  this  infulting  language  was  employ 
cd)  thought  proper  to  declare  on  oath  at  the  Board  of  the  Com- 
miffioners  (See  their  Report  p.159.)  that  he  had  then  i.e . on  the 
5th  May  1807,  ferved  fifteen  years  in  the  medical  department  of 
the  army,  “ fevenof  which  (adds  he)  I have  been  upon  foreign 
fervice;’’  and  in  making  out  thefe  feven  years,  he  mentions  his 
fervice  in  Flanders  in  the  year  1793,  where,  as  his  appointment 
only  took  place  on  the  laft  day  of  Auguft,  he  could  not  have 
gone  until  fome  time  in  September  of  that  y.ear,andby  theSurge- 
on  general’s  ftatement  it  appears  that  he  returned  to  England  in 
February  following,or  at  latefl;  very  early  in  March;  the  amount 
therefore  of  this  foreign  fervice  was  about  five  months,  certainly 
not  more  than  fix.  He  adds  that  he  next  ferved  “in  the  Wed  In- 
dies to  the  latter  endoi  1798” — which  latter  end  clearlymeans  the 
months  of  November  or  December  in  that  year. — It  appearshow- 
ever,  by  theSurgeon-general’s  datement  that  on  the  fird  of  Au- 
gud  1798,  Mr.  Borland  was  in  London  and  wrote  a letter  to  the 
Medical  Board  to  folicit  promotion,  and  as  he  mud  previoudy 
have  landed  at  fome  out  port, and  perhaps  did  not  get  to  London, 
andbegin  hisfoliciiations  for  promotion  for  fomeweeks  after  land- 
ing, his  arrival  may  fairly  be  confidered  as  having  taken  place  at 
lead  as  early  as  the  middle  of  July;  indead  of  November  or  De- 
cember— Now  as  it  can  be  proved  that  he  did  not  fail  for  the 
Wed  Indies,  until  fome  time  in  May,  and  probably  not  till  lute 
in  Junei794,the  amount  of  his  foreign  fervice  on  that  expedition 
c«nnot  have  exceeded  four  ye^rs,  and  one  or  two  months,  which 
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ty  than  vague  report,  or  fanciful  prcfumption,  I cannot 
relift  faying  that  the  fentiment  of  honour  does  not  refide 
in  him;  and  in  the  prefent  inftance  you  may  be  difpofed 
to  think  with  me,  that  Dr.  Bancroft,  inftead  of  bringing 
difcredit  on  Dr.  Borland,  proclaims  his  own  want  of  prin- 
ciple, in  attaching  to  an  oath  no  greater  value  than  it 
bears  with  the  Tranf-atlantics* *  in  a cuftom-houfe.**  If 
Dr.  Jackfon  before  he  made  this  difeharge  of  ill-natured 
fcurrility  had  forefeen  that  Mr.  Keate  would  have  pub- 
lilhed  thofefa(Sts  which  are  Hated  in  his  15th,  i6th,  17th, 
i8th,  88th,  and  io8th,  pages  refpe(51ing  Mr.  Borland's 
iimony  as  delivered  to  the  Commiflioners  of  military  en- 
quiry, and  at  pages  39,  46,41,  and  42  refpedling  that  of 
Dr.  M^Grigor,  I am'  confident  he  would  rather  have 
trodden  upon  burning  coals,  than  have  mentioned  their 
names  when  about  to  expatiate  upon  the  cautious  regard 
to  truth  which  men  are  fuppofed  to  exercife  in  fpeaking 
under  the  obligation  of  an  oath;  and  I am  alfoperfuaded 
that  he  would  have  taken  great  care  not  to  provoke  any 
reply  from  me  by  accufing  me  of  want  of  principle  and  of 

•with  the  five  or  fix  months  in  Flanders,  may  at  the  very  utmoft 
extend  to  four  years,  and  from  fix  to  eight  months.  Befides  this 
he  was  two  or  three  months  in  Holland  in  1799;  and  this  added  to 
the  former  periods  conftitutes  the  whole  of  Mr.  Borland’s  foreign 
fcrvice,  and  falls  fliort  of  even  fve  infiead  of/«r;c'7z  years.  He  was 
indeed  a few  months  at  Guernfey  and  Jerfey  in  iSoo,  but  em- 
ployment in  thofe  ifiands  is  never  underfiood  in  the  army  nor 
allowed  to  be  foreign  fervice.  Thefe  fadls  and  fome  others 
Hated  by  the  Surgeon-general,may  ferveas  infiances  of  the  ac- 
curacy  of  the  declarations  made  by  Mr.  Borland,  with  folemn 
affeveration,'*^ 

* I have  already  mentioned  (p.  76.)  Dr.  Jackfon’s  belief  that 
I wasborn  in  America — an  error  which  lias  here  led  him  toen- 
deavourto  ftigmatize  thofe  whom  he  calls  “ tranfatlanticsi* 

thinking  that  he  could  thereby  gratify  hisfplcen  aguinft  me. 
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being  without  fentlment  of  honour,**  becaufe  I did  not 
give  implicit  belief  to  Mr.  Borland*s  evidence.  As  the 
matter  now  ftands,he  has  placed  his  friends  in  a cruel  pre- 
dicament,by  reminding  them  of  what  they  ought  to  have 
dojie  on  that  folemn  occafion.,  and  at  the  fame  time  ren- 
dering it  expedient  for  me  in  my  own  juftification  to  (how 
how  egvigioufly  they  have  failed  in  that  refpe6lj  by  refer- 
ring to  the  Surgeun-general’s  account  of  their  condudl. 

Dr.  Jackfon  admits,  concerning  the  Ruffians  in  Hol- 
land, that  both  ‘‘  thofe  who  were  wounded,  and  thofc 
fick  who  were  already  colle61ed  into  hofpitals,  were  em- 
barked at  the  Helder  and  sent  to  Yarmouth  ;**  which  is 
a fatt  that  noone  could  have  fufpe61ed  from  reading  Mr. 
Borland’s  evidence  to  the  Commiffioners  ; in  which  he 
chofe  not  to  notice  this  moft  important  circumftance, 
but  to  (late  that  “ the  Rujian  army'  had  “ landed  in 
Guernfey  and  Jerfey  in  1799/////  of  contagion  ;’*  anex- 
preffion  which  could  only  have  been  proper  if  the  whole 
2500  lick  and  wmunded  who  w'ere  fent  to  be  taken  care  of 
in  the  general  hofpitals  at  Yarmouth,  Gofport&c.  had 
been  a61ually  landed  in  Guernfey,  and  Jerfey.  That  an 
army  relieved  from  all  its  wounded  and  from  all  the  lick, 
or  at  leaft  all  who  were  confidered  as  fuch,  and  fent  from 
Holland  to  the  healthy  iflands  of  Guernfey  and  Jerfey, 
with  no  fervice  or  duty  to  perform,  but  that  of  keep* 
ing  themfelves  well,  Ihould  at  the  end  of  fix  months 
have  only  had  100  fick,  is  nothing  wonderful,  or  ca- 
pable of  proving  any  fort  of  Superiority  in  regimental 
hofpitals,  as  Mr.  Borland  pretends.  On  the  con- 
trary, the  2000  fick  fent  to  and  fuccefsfully  treated 
in  the  general  hofpitals  at  Yarmouth,  would  afford 
much  better  evidence  ir'f  favour  of  the  latter, 
^hough  Dr.  Scott  has  never  boafled  of  his  fcrvices  in 
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regard  to  thefc.  It  would  have  been  well  for  Dr; 
Jackfon,  when  he  undertook  to  vindicate  Mr.  Borland’s 
teflimony  concerning  the  great  ficknefs  among  the 
Ruffian  foldiers  in  Jerfey  and  Guernfey,  and  the  fu- 
perior  benefits  which  according  to  that  teflimony, 
thefe  foldiers  derived  from  being  treated  in  re» 
gtmental  hofpitals,  if  he  had  recollecled  his  own 
preceding  accounts  of  this  matter.  In  his  publication 
of  1803,  P*  *7^  afcribes  the  reftoration  of  health  to 
thofe  of  the  Ruffians  who  were  fick  in  Guernfey  and 
Jerfey,  not  to  regimental  hofpitals,  nor  regimental  treat- 
ment, own  rigid  observance  of  Lent.  ‘‘  During 

that  period,  fays  he,  ficknefs  abated,  and  the  hofpitals 
hecame  thin  : — he  adds,  ‘‘  if  lent  had  lafted  the  whole 
year,  there  were  grounds  to  fuppofe  that  the  hofpitals 
might  have  been  entirely  hrolen  up*'  In  his  letter  to  the 
Commiffioners,  Dr.  Jackfon  aflcrts  that  a great  part  of 
the  Ruffian  troops  did  not  reach  Jerfey  and  Guernfey 
until  January,  and  as  Lent  began  in  the  following 
month,  and  rendered  “ the  hofpitals  thiny*  there  feems 
to  be  no  appearance  of  the  very  great  ficknefs  mentioned 
by  Mr.  Borland,  nor  any  fort  of  room  for  thofe  conclu- 
fions  by  which  he  endeavoured  to  perfuade  the  Com- 
miffioners of  the  pretended  fuperiority  of  regimental 
hofpitals. 

At  p.  67,  Dr.  Jackfon  returns  to  the  fubjeft  of  infec- 
tion as  propagated  in  general  hofpitals,  and  feems  really 
to  know  little  or  nothing  of  the  inftruaions  framed  by 
the  army  medical  board,  approved  by  His  Majefiy,  and 
ordered  to  be  enforced  by  the  Commander  in  chief  on  the 
31st  of  March,  1800,  in  which  all  the  means  hitherto 
confidered  as  moll  efficacicvjs  are  preferibed  “ to  prevent 
the  origin,  and  check  the  progress  of  infedlion.’*  He 
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owns  that  infefllous  difeafes  appear  occafionally  in 
regimental  as  well  as  in  general  hofpitals,’’  but  he 
thinks  the  patients  are  not  fo  well  arranged  in  the  latter 
from  an  error  in  management which  “ is  not  ealily 
avoided  by  perfons  who  are  little  acquainted  with  princi- 
ples of  organization,’’*  and  the  fe  perfons  “are  regular 
phyficians  taken  from  civil  life.”  What  Dr.  Jackfon 
here  means,  (for  I am  willing  to  believe  he  means  fome  j 
thing]  by  principles  oS.  organization ^ 1 know  not ; but  I 
am  fully  perfuaded  that  though  “ regular  phyficians 
taken  from  civil  life”  are  not  drill  ferjeants,  they  gene- 
rally poflefs  all  the  knowledge  neceffarV  to  difcriminate 
difeafes,  and  arrange  them  with  propriety,  fo  as  to  ob- 
viate the  propagation  of  contagion,  full  as  well  as  Dr. 
Jackfon,  or  any  of  his  affbciates  ; and  it  betrays  no 
little  prefumption  in  him  even  to  hint  the  contrary. 

At  p.  68,  Dr.  Jackfon  recurs  to  the  fubjedf  of  malin- 
gerers.  I had  truly  faid  in  my  Letter  to  the  Commif- 


♦ The  ftrange  modes  of  expreflion  adopted  by  Dr.  Jackfon 
on  many  occafions,  have  been  already  noticed  by  feveral  wri- 
ters. The  lute  Dr.  Currie  (p.  581  of  his  Medical  Reports, 
3d  edition)  fays,  if  I were  to  enter  into  any  thing  like  con- 
troverfy  wdth  this  fingular  reafoner,  (Dr.  Jackfon)  1 Ihoiildfoon 
find  myfelf  involved  in  that  obfeurity  with  whicli  his  cabalifiical 
phrafeology  inverts  every  medical  fubjeft  on  which  he  treats.” 
The  Edinburgh  Review  for  1804,  vol.  4th,  p.  184,  in  no- 
ticing Dr.  Jackfon’s  publication  of  1803,  obferves  that  he 
“ has  framed  a phrafeology  todeferibe  the  actions  of  the  living 
fyrtem,  which  in  ridiculous  abfurdity  far  ecliples  all  former 
attempts  of  a fimilar  defeription,  and  bids  defiance  in  extrava- 
gancy to  the  rhapfodies  of  Paracelfus,  or  the  reveries  of  that 
enlhufiart  VanHelmont,  Of  this  jumble  of  theories,  this  mix- 
ture of  languages,  and  confMfion  of  tongues,  it  is  difficult  tQ 
give  any  regular  and  precife  account,  &c.” 
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fioners,  that  in  what  are  ftri(5^:ly  and  properly  called 
general  hofpitals,  where  the  Tick,  or  thofe  fuppofed  to 
be  fo,  are  fent  in  by  regimental  fyrgeons,  the  malin- 
gerer mull  have  impofed  upon  his  furgeon  before  he  could 
reach  the  general  hofpital.*  To  evade  this  Dr.  Jackfon 
now  fays  that  the  foldier  being  fick  when  fent  by  his  fur- 
geon to  the  general  hofpital,  and  being  there  cured^  he 
afterwards  becomes  a malingerer,  by  feigning  difeafe 
when  none  exills;  and  that  his  cunning  is  “often  an 
over  match  for  the  regular  phyfician's  penetration.”  One 
cannot  refrain  from  noticing  the  modefty  of  this  irregular 
in  fuppofing  that  the  regular  phyfician  after  curing  a 
difeafe  fliould  alone  w'ant  fufficient  penetration  to  difeover 
the  cure,  or  to  perceive  any  change  from  the  morbid 
appearances  and  fymptoms  which  had  formerly  exifled. 
He  evidently  forgets  that  it  was  one  of  his  irregular 
fraternity,  I mean  Dr.  Laft,  who  could  only  “ know 


* Dr.  Jackfon  and  Mr.  Borland  by  profufely  bleeding  the 
fick,  then  almoft  parboiling  them  in  hot  baths,  and  afterwards 
fuddenly  chilling  them  by  cold  water,  with  other  depletingand 
violent  remedies  feem  to  have  effectually  cured  this  fpeciesof 
malingering  at  Chatham  while  they  corttrouled  the  hofpital 
there.  I have  lately  feen  a letter  dated  the  26th  of  July,  1S08, 
and  written  by  a gentleman  who  is  now  fettled  as  a phyfician  in 
a large  town  in  the  north  of  England,  and  was  formerly  em. 
ployed  at  Chatham  hofpital  under  both  Dr.  Mitchell  and  Dr. 
Jackfon,  in  which,  after  mentioning  the  terror  that  Dr.  Jack- 
fon’s  pra6lice  and  its  attendant  mortality  had  excited,  he  de- 
clares that  the  foldiers  in  the  barracks  when  taken  ill  and  vifit- 
pd  by  the  aOift^nts  of  the  hofpital  “ not  unfrequently  ijn~ 
plored''  that  they  might  not  be  carried  into  it,  “as  they  felt 
alTured  they  muft  die  there.”  “ An  Englilliman  (he  adds)  fel- 
dom  aflTumes  a humiliating  poflure,  but  Englilh  foldiers  have 
J'-upp Heated  exemption  from  the  hofpital  at  Cliatham  on  their 
knees'^ 
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^hen  a patient’s  ill,  by  his  complaining  lie  is  not  well.” 
The  regulars  pretend  to  have  means  of  knowing  this, 
and  I am  perfuaded  they  are  means  to  the  full  as  certain, 
though  lefs  violent  than  thofe  which  have  been  fometimes 
employed  without  fiiccefs  by  the  irregulars. 

At  p.  69,  Dr.  Jackfon  attempts  to  maintain  that 
general  hofpitals  have  been  attended  with  great  walfe  and 
profufion  of  expence,”  In  addition  to  what  I fornierly 
publifhed  on  this  fubjefl:,  I need  now  only  refer  to  diffe- 
rent parts  of  Mr.  Keate’s  Obfervations,  which  contain 
fadfs  more  than  fufficient  to  prove  that  though  general 
hofpitals  have  not  always  been  condudfed  in  the  moil 
perfe6l  and  the  moft  oeconomical  manner,  there  is 
nothing  to  hinder  their  being  fo  conduced,  as  to  produce 
no  greater  cxpence  than  the  regimental,  regard  being 
had  to  the  amount  of  comforts  and  the  value  of  medical 
and  furgical  fkiil  in  each. 

To  prove  that  ‘‘  the  medical  flaff  appointed  for  Sir 
Ralph  Abercrombie’s  expedition  (to  the  Weft  Indies)  in 
1795*  exceflive,  Dr.  Jackfon  compares  it  with  that 
of  the  Ruftian  auxiliary  army,  fent  to  Holland  in  1^99, 
which,  though  deftined  to  a6f  in  a climate  fo  much  more 
healthy  than  the  Weft  Indies,  was  fo  inadequately  pro- 
vided w'ith  medical  officers,  even  for  European  fervice, 
that  after  nearly  2500  fick  and  wounded  had  been  fent  to 
Britifh  general  hofpitals,  the  arm^^,  exempted  from  all 
military  operation  in  the  healthy  iflands  of  Jerfey  and 
Guernfey,  ftill  wanted  the  affiftance  of  fuch  eminent 
praaitioners  as  Dr.  Jackfon  and  Mr.  Borland,  and 
(which  probably  was  not  of  lefs  ufe)  that  of  the  garrifon 
furgeons  of  thofe  iflands.  Dr,  Jackfon  is  very  uiifortu- 
ruate  in  choofing  his  proofs  and  iiluftrations. 

At  page  73,  Dr.  Jackfon  urges  ihe  Commiflloners  of 
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Military  Enquiry,  to  undertake  an  invcf^Igation  for  af- 
certaining  “ the  maximum  of  duty,  that  is  the  greateft 
number  of  fick  or  wounded,  for  whom  a phyfician  or  fur- 
geon  can  be  fuppofed  to  do  the  needful  and  for  this  pur- 
pofe  he,wdth  his  ufual  kindnefs,  offers  them  his  affiftancc, 
without  feeming  to  rccolledt  that,  after  having  been  fo 
often  milled  by  him,  the  CommilTioners  may  now  heli- 
tate  about  availing  themfelves  of  it.  He  then  proceeds 
to  fix  the  time  which  phyficians,  furgeons,  and  mates 
ought  daily  to  employ  in  attending  their  patients,  and 
this  he  Hates  to  be  eight  hours  in  the  day,  five  in  the 
forenoon,  and  three  in  the  afternoon.  The  portion 
of  time  for  daily  labour  being  thus  fettled,  he  propofes 
that  the  CommilTioners  fhould  “ fummon  a committee 
of  medical  officers”  to  afeertain  the  number  of  patients 
which  may  be  properly  allotted  to  each  phyfician  and 
furgeon  ; and,  to  render  this  number  the  greater,  he 
propofes  to  place  them  in  a particular  manner.  If,"’ 
fays  he,  “ the  fick  be  clalfed  fcientifually,  and  arranged  in 
their  wards  according  to  t\\o,charaBers  of  dtfeafes their 
conditions  : \\t.,  progrefs  towards  recovery  ox  deathy  a phy- 
fician will  be  enabled  to  execute  his  medical  duty  with 
more  facility,  and  with  better  effeft  for  loo  lick,  than 
he  could  for  30  of  the  fame  defeription  if  they  be  thrown 
together  promifcuoufly;”andthen  he  tells  us, what  I do  not 
believe,that  by  means  of  this"clalfificatIon,with^thehelp  of 
one  affillant,and  a difpenfer  of  medicines, he  preferibedfor 
3oopaiicnts  daily  at  the  depot  in  thellle  of  Wight, during 
the  months  of  September  and  Odfober,  1801.  When 
the  propofed  committee  lhall  have  enabled  the  commif- 
fioners  fo  fix  definitively  the  number  of  fick  and 
wounded  for  whom  each  medical  officer  is  capable  of 
performing  the  necelfary  duties,  and  thus  “ to  lay  the 
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bafis  of  a permament'  fyftem  of  medical  difcipline  fof 
the  national  military  force,"  he  advifes  them  » to  call 
for  regular  returns  of  the  fick  troops  ferving  on  different 
nations,  at  home  or  abroad,  for  inftance,  the  Weft 

Indies.  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  Malta,  &c.  accompanied 

with  returns  of  the  medical  ofBcers,  general  and  regu 
mental,  allotted  for  their  care,"  “ in  order  to  afcertam 
whether  or  not  the  medical  ftaff  exceeds  the  juft  pro- 
portion,” and  thus  to  fee  if  they  have  conftantly  been 
fully  employed ; always  fuppofing  that  no  allowance 
ought  to  be  made  for  the  uncertain  increafe  of  fick- 
nefs  among  the  troops,  or  the  ficknefs  and  death  of  the 
medical  officers  themfelves ; and  forgeMing  that  by 
their  diftribution  at  different  ffations  and  iflands,  it  may 
not  be  always  pradticable  to  proportion  the  medical 
officers  with  exaanefs  to  the  fuppofed  number  of  fick  at 
each  of  them,  becaufe  a medical  man  cannot  conveni- 
ently be  fpllt  into  fraaional  parts.  He  afterwards  ac- 
knowledges  “ that  mojl  medical  men  in  England  will 
be  difpofed  to  confider  his  eftimate  of  the  medical  ftaff* 


* Upon  this  and  other  occafions,Dr.  Jackfon  appears  to  fappofe 
that  when  xhtwholeoi  an  army  is  inthe/cA  /zy2,”all  xht  medical 
officers  are  to  continue  perfed  health  ; yet  it  happened  in  the 
Weft  Indies  in  1796,  that  a larger  proportion  of  the  hofpital- 
ftaff  became  fick  and  died  than  of  the  reft  of  the  army,  pro- 
bably by  reafon  of  their  duties  requiring  them  to  be  where 
there  was  moft  difeafe,  i.  e.  in  the  moft  unhealthy  quarters. 

Dr.  Roberts,  who  lately  refigned  the  office  of  phyfician  to 
his  Majefty’s  forces,  in  writing  to  me  concerning  Dr.  Jackfon  s 
extravagant  affertion,that  the  hofpital-ftaff  of  Sir  Ralph  Aber- 
crombie’s  army  had  nothing  to  do  but  to  amufe  themfelves, 
mentions  that  in  the  year  1796,  Avhile  the  ficknefs  was  at  its 
height  in  Grenada,  he  there  “ for  fome  time  vifited  twice  in 
the  day  300  patients,  ill  of  fever.'’  This  I believe  was  out 
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as  too  low,"  and  fays  he  has  made  it  only  on  “ an  im 
plied  condition,”  which  “ does  not  exift  things  are, 
1.  e.  that  every  medical  officer,  not  fimply  the  phy- 
fician,  is  competent  to  the  treatment  of  common  dif- 
eafes,  that  he  is  energetic  in  aftion,  and  zealous  in  dif. 
pofition ; that  the  lick  are  claffed  in  wards  or  apart- 
tnents  according  to  the  nature  of  difeafesand  their  con. 
dittons;  and  further  that  the  remedies  are  adminiftered 
immediately,  and  under  the  eye  of  the  perfon  who  pre- 
fcnbes.”  After  premifing  thefe  conditions,  (moft  of 
t em  either  unattainable  or  improper)  he  again  recurs 
to  his  former  affertion  “ that  the  medical-ftaff  ap. 
pointed  for  the  expedition  to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope 
and  the  Weft  Indies,  in  the  year  1795,  were  fo  exceffive, 
that  if  it  had  happened  “ that  the  whole  army  was  in 
the  fick  lift  at  one  time,  the  hofpital-ftaff  alone  mi^ht 
be  deemed  equal  to  the  duty  of  ptefcribing  for  this  en. 
tire  force.”  But  unlefs  Mr.  Young  and  Mr.  Weir,  the 


a folitaryeafe  More  than  300  patients  were  under  iny  care 
at  one  time,  of  whom  a great  number  iiad  fevers. 

If  therewasafuperfluityof  hofpital  fraff-ofhcers  any  where 

during  the  laft  war,  it  could  only  have  been  at  the  cV  e 
Good  Hope,  as  far  as  I can  difcover.  In  that  part  of  .^ifrica 
Bntilh  troops  had  never  been  before  employed  and  tlie  » * 

nor  could  the  reliftance  with  which  they  mio-Ju  be  k 

orihrtr  F"'>‘»ately  this  was  but  fmair;  ’few 

of  the  troops  were  wounded,  and  the  others  enjoyed  unufual 
health.  But  while  fo  much  uncertainty  exifted  in  regard  to 
thofe  events,  it  was  more  prudent  to  err  hv  r*n  r 
fluity  than  a deficiency  of  medical  officers.  V.^'jacklbns 
well  acquainted  with  thefe  circnmdances  ; and  it  is  tar’  to 
underhand  ym,  ammo,  he  recurs  in  everv  miM'  .■  ^ 

excefsef  the  medical-ftaft' at  the  Cape  of  Cootl  H^c! 


127 


two  chief  medical  officers  in  the  Weft  Indies,  and  in- 
deed many  others,  were  guilty  of  the  moft  palpable 
mifreprefentations  and  impofitions  in  their  frequent  and 
urgent  l ecjuifitions  for  additional  medical  affiftancc.  Dr* 
Jackfonmuftbe  liable  to  the  charge  of  having  in  this 
indance  advanced  a mod:  groundlefs  and  injurious  ac- 
cufation.  I have  in  pages  56  and  57  of  my  Letter  to  the 
Ctimmiffioners,  given  my  opinion  on  this  fubject,  which 
was  afterwards  fo  completely  confirmed  by  the  decifive 
and  irrefidible  evidence  publifhed  by  the  Surgeon-ge- 
neral, (fee  Article  No.  XII.  of  his  Obfervationsj  that  it 
is  unnecelfary  to  beftow  any  farther  notice  on  this  ab- 
furd  exaggeration  of  Dr,  Jackfon,  He  feems  to  be 
aiftuated  by  an  inordinate  defire  to  attra6l  notice,  and 
fuppofing  himfelf  beft  able  to  do  it  by  intermeddling 
with  the  arrangements  of  the  medical  department  of 
the  army,  he  keeps  his  wits  perpetually  at  work  to 
difeover  and  fugged  fome  innovation  or  projeft  which 
may  carry  the  appearance  of  faving  money,  however 
impradUcable  or  fallacious  ; well  knowing  that  his  chi* 
merical  fcherr.cs  are  not  likely  to  be  ever  brought  to 
jany  trial  capable  of  demonftrating  their  fallacy;  and 
that,  unlefs  this  can  be  done,  he  may  gain  applaufe  for 
7,eal,  knowledge,  &c.  In  regard  to  what  he  pretends 
to  have  done  at  St.  Domingo  after  Mr.  Weir’s  depar- 
ture, I need  only  obferve  that  the  fmall  number  of 
troops  then  remaining,  had  nearly  all  become  feafoned 
to  the  climate ; that  the  winter  or  healthy  feafon  was 
approaching;  that  a6tive  military  operations  were  aU 
moft  at  an  end  ; and  that  the  evacuation  of  the  illand 
foon  after  took  place. 

With  refpect  to  Dr.  Jackfon’s  method  of  arranging 
^Jie  fick  in  wards,  firft  according  to  the  forms  and  charac* 
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tcrs  of  the  fcvcral  difeafcs,  and  afterwards  according  to 
the  progrefs  which  they  appear  to  be  making  towards 
death  or  recovery,  fo  that  all  the  wards  may  be  occupied 
by  patients  under  fimilar  difeafes  and  in  fimilar  condi- 
tions of  recovery,  or  of  approach  to  death  I am  confident 
that  it  never  took  place  in  the  depot  hofpital  at  the  Ifle 
of  Wight,  atleaft  to  any  confiderable  extent,  and  indeed 
that  no  exifting  hofpitals  can  afford  a fufficient  variety  of 
wards  for  that  mode  of  arrangement,  of  which  however  he 
has  given  a fuller  explanation  in  his  publication  of  1805, 
between  pages  1^6  and  215  ; beginning  with  the  new  pa- 
tient, when  firft  placed  ‘‘  in  the  receiving  room,’*  where 
be  “ is  corre6Uy  examined  by  the  phyfician  or  regi- 
mental furgeon  ; the  nature  of  the  malady  is  precifely 
itjeertasnedy  and  notice  given  to  the  proper  fervants 
to  prepare  the  bed.’*  Here  it  fuits  Dr.  Jackfon*s  pur- 
pofe  to  reprefent  it  as  an  eafy  matter  ahvays^  and  on  the 
very  jirji  admifionoi  a patient,  to  “ af certain  precifely  the 
nature  of  his  difeafe  but  when  he  formerly  wanted  the 
afllftance  of  Mr.  Borland  at  Chatham  hofpital,  it  fuited 
bis  purpofe  to  give  a very  different  and  truer  account  of 
this  matter,  in  a letter  dated  the  4th  January,  1801,  to 
Colonel  Brownrigg,  in  which  he  deferibed  the  patients 
of  the  hofpital  as  confifting  chiefly,  either  of  perfons  la- 
bouring ‘‘  under  dangerous  difeafes  which  require  fre- 
quent vifits  during  the  day,  or  difeafes  of  complicated 
nature  as  to  require  long  and  careful  examinations  before 
the  nature  of  the  maladies  cun  be  clearly  df covered,**  So 
much  for  the  facility  and  certainty  with  which  patients 
upon  their  firll  admiflion  can  be  immediately  precifely 
arranged  in  wards  according  to  their  feveral  difeafes.  Dr. 
Jackfon  next  proceeds  to  what  he  calls  the  ^^preparatory 
procefs,**  of  “ copious,  or  what  is  deemed  by  performs 
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tohtprofufey  bleeding,”  with bathing  whether  warm, 
or  cold,  or  alternate,”  which  operations  are  to  take  place 
in  the  receiving  room.  Ofthefethe  late  Dr.  Maclau- 
rins,  Dr.  Morrifon,  Mr.  Stratford,  &c.  gave  accounts 
(publifhed  in  the  Obfervationsof  Mr.  Keate,  appendix. 
No.  8.)  which  feems  to  me  to  be  in  a great  degree  confirm- 
ed  by  Dr.  Jackfon  himfelf.  “ The  preparatory  procefs,** 
fays  he,  of  bleeding,  purifying  the  Ikin,  and  bathing 
the  body,  being  condu6ted  in  the  manner  ftated,  carried 
to  the  ufeful  point  of  execution,  the  patient  furnhhed 
with  a clean  (hirt,  &c,  is  conveyed  with  care  to  the  bed 
allotted  for  him,  in  his  proper  ward,”  and  ‘‘  fo  difpofed 
in  his  place  as  to  undergo  with  the  lead  poflible  inconve- 
nience the  remainder  of  the  medical  dlfcipliney*  &c. 
which  generally  confifts  for  the  day  of  adm'JJiony  ot  a vo- 
mit or  a ftrong  purge,  or  both,  in  addition  to  the  “ prepa- 
ratory profufe  bleeding,  and  warm  and  cold  bathing,’* 
before- mentioijed. 

Among  the  advantages  to  be  obtained  by  Dr.  Jackfon’s 
method  of  arranging  the  fick,  he  mentions  “ a facility  of 
preferihin^'  the  moft  undeniable^  for,  as  ‘‘  difeafes  of  a 
limilar  nature  are  claffed  together  in  the  fame  ward,  it  is 
known,  fays  he,  that  remedies  required  for  the  cure  of 
fuch  difeafes  are  of  a fimilar  kind  and  this  naturally 
fuggefts  the  pradlicability  preferibing  for  a whole  ward 

at  once,  and  of  thus  realizing  and  converting  into  fober 
truth  what  Foote  imagined  and  exhibited  on  the  fiageas 
a fit  fubjedl  for  wit  and  ridicule  ; and  it  is  probably  by 
this  mode  of  preferibing  that  Dr.  Jackfon  intended  (at 
leaft  if  he  was  fincere  in  his  propofal)  to  undertake Jingly 
the  care  and  treatment  of  as  many  patients  as  the  Phyfici- 
an  general,  affifted  by  two  army  phyficians.  It  mav 
alfo  be  recolledled  that  Dr.  Jackfon  offered  to  performthis 
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duty  without  the  afiiftancc  even  of  a clerk  to  write  his 
prefcriptions,**  and  at  firft  I was  at  a lofs  to  conceive 
how  the  clerk  would  be  rendered  unneceffary ; but  it  has 
fince  occurred  to  me  as  pra6Hcable  from  the  uniformity 
of  Dr.  Jackfon’s  modes  of  treatment;  and  I think  it 
likely  that  it  was  his  defign  to  order  certain  initials  to  be 
painted  or  infcribed  on  the  door  of  each  room  or  ward, 
fignifying  the  different  means  which  were  to  be  employed 
generally  for  the  patients  in  that  particular  room,  e.  g. 
thofe  initials  which  occurred  fo  frequently  in  the  prefcrip- 
tion  books  of  the  depot  hofpitals  when,  under  the  ma- 
nagement of  himfelf  and  Mr.  Borland,  “ V.  S.  W.  and 
C.  B.”  meaning,  vensefeftion,  warm  and  cold  bath. 
By  this  ingenious  device  no  clerk  would  be  wanted,  and 
certainly  thephyfician  might  difpatch  in  a very  little  time 
a very  large  number  of  patients. 

As  to  the  almoft  daily  removals  of  the  patients  to  new 
wards,  new  beds,  new  attendants,  &c.  thefe  are  not 
free  from  confiderable  objections,  even  when  the  pro* 
grefs  of  the  patients  leads  them  towards  recovery ; and 
certainly  fick  perfons  who  are  getting  better  generally 
difcover  it  by  their  own  feelings  without  this  kind  of  in- 
formation ; but  when  “ the  rythm  of  movement,*’  to 
ufe  a favourite  expreffion  of  Dr.  Jackfon,  impelled  them 
in  a contrary  direction,  (which  is  Hated  to  have  often  oc- 
curred to  thofe  under  his  care)  the  effeCts  of  this  kind  of 
removal  upon  the  imaginations  and  apprehenfions  of  the 
poor  patients  would  doubtlefs  prove  highly  mifehievous. 
How  melancholy  and  diftreflTing  muff  be  the  feelings  of 
thofe  who  are  notinfenfible,  and  who  find  themfelves  fepa- 
rated  from  their  companions  and  placed  in  wards  known  to 
be  appropriated  to  the  dying,  or  to  thofe  in  imminent  dan- 
ger of  death  ! furely  this  is  not  the  way,  nor  are  thefe 
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the  proper  means,  to  render  its  approaches  comfort- 
able, and  ftrew  flowers  along  the  paths  which  lead  to  the 
grave. 

At  page  82,  Dr.  Jackfon  brings  forward  what  Dr, 
M‘Grigor  had  meditated,  i.  e,  an  aflertion  that  I was 
detained  at  the  poft  of  honour’’  (in  the  Weft  Indies) 
agalnft  my  will ; and  this  he  does  folely  becaufe  in  a ftate 
of  extreme  debility  when  beginning  to  recover  from  a 
fevere  attack  of  the  yellow  fever  at  Martinique,  I applied, 
as  many  others  did,  for  leave  to  return  to  Europe,  to 
recover  my  health  (See  the  note,  page  2.)  By  employing 
fuch  effuftons  of  ill  nature.  Dr.  Jackfon  plainly  difcovers 
how  much  it  abounds  in  him,  and  how  defirous  he  is  to 
injure  my  reputation  ; he  difcovers  alfo  how  deftitute  he 
is  of  fa£ls  for  the  accomplilhment  of  this  defire. 

At  p.  84,  Dr.  Jackfon  recurs  to  the  fuppofed  difcon- 
tinuance  of  the  general  hofpital  fyftem  at  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope,  and  afterwards  proceeds  to  the  Weft  Indies, 
where  he  fays  there  is  but  one  general  hofpital,  and  one 
phyfician,  and  that  the  regimental  ftaff  is  not  infufli- 
cient  in  number,  or  wanting  in  Ikill  to  do  the  duty  of  its 
office.”  But  all  this  is  fallacious,  becaufe  the  Britifti 
troops  in  the  Weft  Indies  are  now,  and  for  feveral  years 
have  been  employed  only  in  garrifon  duty. — No  attack 
has  been  made  upon  the  enemy,  and  the  fuperiority  of  the 
Britifh  navy  has  made  it  impoffible  for  him  to  attack 
any  Britiffi  poflfeffion ; and  it  is  not  pretended  that  in 
fuch  circumftanccs  general  hofpitals  are  indifpenfably 
neceflfary  ; they  having  been  provided  and  intended  for  a 
different  ftate  of  things.  But  after  thefe  affertions  and 
arguments  (abundantly  refuted  as  I truft)  Dr.  Jackfon 
appears  to  flatter  himfelf  with  a belief  of  his  having  de- 
monftrated  his  affertion,  that  either  the  regimental  or  the 

S2 


132 


GV^it’rrt/ hofpital  ftafFwas  unneccffary  on  the  expedition  to 
the  Weft  Indies,  in  1796,  and'that  the  Con:miflioner» 
will  “ have  the  fatisfadion  of  feeing  that  they  have  not 
incurred  an  error  in  tranferibing  it  :**  The  Commiftioners 
however,  will,  probably,  now  have  acquired  too  much 
prudence  to  indulge  themfelves  in  this  deceitful  and 
fhort-lived  fpecies  of  fatisfadlion. 

What  Dr.  Jackfon  fays  at  p.  84,  and  85.  of  the  expen- 
diture of  the  depot  hofpital,  and  the  wafte  of  drugs  and 
unneceflary  provifion  of  furgical  inftruments  during  the 
late  war,  has  been  fo  efficacioufly  refuted  by  theSurgeon 
general  that  any  thing  more  on  the  fubjeft  would  be 
fuperfluous. 

After  having  led  the  Commiftioners  of  military  enquiry 

thus  far,  and  taught  them  how  they  are  to  think  zs  well 

as  to  aSfy  Dr.  Jackfon  in  return  for  all  their  docility 

propofes  moft  unhandfomely  to  cajl  them  offy  as  unfit  for 

/ 

his  purpofe,  and  to  fubmit  the  whole  matter  “ to  the 
decifion  of  a board  or  commiflion,  which  confronts 
evidence,  and  is  at  the  fame  time  competent  to  jud^e  the 
queftion  on  all  its  points.  Such  a board,  he  adds,  muft: 
comprehend  military  experience,  medical  knowledge^  and 
mercantile  information,’*  and  he  afterwards  ftates  his 
reafons  for  thinking  each  of  thefe  kinds  of  knowledge  to 
be  ejfential  to  the  decifion  of  this  matter.  I had  in  my 
Letter  to  the  Commiftioners  of  Military  Enquiry  attri- 
buted their  errors  chiefly  to  the  circumftance  of  their 
being  completely  deftitute  of  medical  knowledge,  which 
Dr.  Jackfon  alfo  thinks  to  be  indifpenfably  neceflary, 
and  therefore  wilhes  for  men  better  qualified  :*  but'when 


* Wlictl^er  the  commiflioners  have  been  difgiifted  by  Dr. 

Jackfon’i  ungrateful  return  to  their  compiAifance  and  docility. 
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I confider  how  much  thefe  appointments  have  already 
coft  the  public,  and  how  little  real  benefit  has  refulted 
from  them, I do  not  feel  much  anxiety  for  another  Board, 
even  with  the  improvement  fuggefted  by  Dr.  Jackfon. 

I have  thus  followed  Dr.  Jackfon  through  a feries  of 
repetitions  in  which  ideas  formerly  promulgated  by  him 
at  different  times,  and  in  different  forms, have  been  repro«. 
duced,  with  little  or  no  variety,  but  that  which  refults 
from  their  combination  with  new  and  injurious  mifrepre- 
fentations ; and  my  refutation  has  therefore  often  unavoid- 
ably taken  the  form  of  a Commentary.  It  will  however 
I hope  appear,  that  I have  lufficiently  anfwered  and  re- 
pelled his  arguments,  affertions,  and  derogatory  imputa- 
tions ; and  that  1 have  fully  eflablifhed  every  pofition 
advanced  in  my  Letter  to  the  Commiffioners,  which  was  ~ 
controverted  by  him.  On  feveral  important  points  in- 
deed Dr.  Jackfon  has  not  ventured  to  give  the  Commif- 
fioners any  fupport,  particularly  on  that  of  excluding 
phyficians  from  the  army  ; and  on  the  peculiarities  which 
they  were  pleafed  to  fuppofe  in  army  difeafes^  and  army 
medical pradficCf  fo  often  mentioned  in  their  report  as  mat- 
ters of  great  importance  ; and  he  has  exprefsly  difclaim- 
ed  all  belief,  in  their  novel  and  improbable  notion,  that 


or  whether  they  have  been  perfuaded  by  my  letter,  and  the 
publications  of  the  Surgeon-general  and  Mr.  Calvert  Clarke, 
that  their  report  is  incorrigibly  defe6live  I will  not  venture  to 
conjeflure.  But  I may  be  allowed  to  mention  (what  1 believe 
to  be  true)  that  they  have  lately  declined  an  invitation,  given 
to  them  from  amoiit  refpeftable  quarter,  to  revife  their  report, 
dou bt  1 efs  w'ith  a view  to  its  amendment;  for  no  one  1 prefume 
could  intend  or  defire  that  they  fliould  render  it  worfe  by  a 
rcvifal. 
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army  phyficians,  are  Icfs  competent  to  the  treatment  of 
lick  foldiers  than  regimental  furgeons. 

Dr.  Jackfon  has  alfo  abftained,  even  from  the  leaft 
endeavour  to  juftify,  or  countenance  the  pradlice  of  the 
prefent  Infpector  general  of  army  hofpitals,in  withholding 
from  army  phyficians,  all  promotion  to  the  offices  of  in- 
fpeftor,  and  deputy  infpe6tor  of  hofpitals  ; and  it  may 
be  hoped  that  a pra£Hce  which  is  confeffedly  deftitute 
of  foundation  in  reafon  orjuftice,  and  fo  injurious  both 
to  individuals  and  the  public  fervice  will  be  difeontinued. 

I will  now  take  my  leave  of  Dr.  Jackfon,  and  as  I 
hope  for  ever.  It  became  me  perhaps  o?7ce  to  meet  him 
in  this  way  ; but  I fully  intend  to  do  it  no  more  : unlcfs 
heffiould,  in  fome  future  publication  regarding  me,  pay 
more  attention  to  truth,  than  I can  expedf,  or  than  he  ap- 
pears to  have  done  in  any  thing  (which  I have  feen)  pro- 
ceeding from  him  for  feveral  years.  I have  other  and 
better  occupations  than  controverfial  writing ; and  1 
would  gladly  even  forget  thofe  by  whom  it  has  been 
forced  upon  me. 

I am  forry  how^eyer  that  I cannot  conclude  without 
once  more  mentioning  the  name  of  Mr.  Borland.  I was 
informed  fome  time  finceof  his  having  foon  after  the  pub- 
lication of  my  Letter  to  theCommiffioners  of  Military  En- 
quiry, wTitten  and  fent  to  His  Royal  Highnefs  the  Com- 
mander in  chief,  to  the  Secretary  at  war, and  I believe  to 
fome  or  all  of  His  Majefty’s  Miniflers,  a feries  of  remarks 
upon  that  letter,  in  which  my  name  was  very  improperly 
mentioned  ; and  wifiiing  that  my  refutation  of  the  pub- 
lications of  Dr.  M‘Grigor  and  Dr.  Jackfon  might  be  ex- 
tended to  Mr. Borland’s  Remarks  alfo,if  worthy  of  my  no- 
tice, and  that  I mightthusatoncefilcnceall  my  antagonifis, 
or  at  leaf!  rid  myfelfof  all  neceffity  for  farther  controverfy 
w ith  them, I wrote  in  July  laft,  to  Mr.  Borland,  mention- 
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ing  the  information  I had  received,  and  requefting  a 
copy  of  his  Remarks ; and  at  the  fame  time  I fairly 
explained  my  motive  for  alking  it,  adding  that  I^hop- 
ed  he  had  not  written  any  thing  refpefting  me, 
which  he  wilhed  to  conceal  from  me.  My  application, 
however,  proved  fruitlefs  ; for  though  he  pretended  in 
his  anfwer,  that  he  had  no  with  to  conceal  what  he  had 
written,  he  refufed  to  make  me  acquainted  with  it,  and 
this  without  alleging  any  other  intelligible  reafon,  than 
that  he  w'as  “ an  officer,  on  full  pay,”  and  that  I was 
not  then  “ a public  fervant  meaning  probably  that  I 
was  not  like  him  on  full  pay  ; which  whether  true  or  not, 
muft  as  I think  have  been  a matter  abfolutely  indifferent 
and  foreign  to  my  application.  Being  however  thus  de» 
prived  of  the  opportunity  of  knowing  and  anfwering 
what  Mr.  Borland  hag  written  concernin«>me,  I muft  here 
exprefs  my  hope  that  his  concealed  imputations,  of  what- 
ever nature  they  may  have  been,  will  not  be  permitted 
to  gain  credit  in  the  minds  of  his  readers,  by  continuing 
unrefuted.  When  an  individual  endeavours  by  private 
ftatements  or  allegations,  either  to  criminate  others  or 
juftify  himfelf  againft  charges  fairly publicly  advanced^ 
he  at  leaft  contrives  and  fecures  to  himfelf  the  opportuni- 
ty of  employing  grofs  mifreprefentations  uncontradiifted  ; 
and  there  muft  always  be  ftrong  reafon  to  fufpeft  that  he 
has  done  this,  if  when  called  upon,  he  manifefts  by  his 
conduft,  that  he  is  afraid  or  afhamed  to  difeover  and 
avow  his  ftatements  and  allegations.  Had  Mr.  Borland 
a6led  with  becoming  candour  in  regard  to  my  applica- 
tion, he  would  have  been  treated  with  more  lenity  in  the 
preceding  pages. 
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containing* 

Animadversions  on  someParts  of  their  FIFTH  REPORT 
and  an  Examination  of  the  Principles  on  which  the  Medical 
Department  of  Armies  ought  to  be  formed. 
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